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FOREWORD 

Bv .HE Rbv. H. TYDEMAN CHILVERS 

[WELCOME With grca.! pleasure and high hopes 
oF gTRrit u&efiJne^, The Greatest Force on Earth : 
the- i'/nf>cr a/ tniensifvsd Prayer^ It is ii book that 
must deepen the interest of praying people in the 
MLljIiine exej'cUe of intensive prayer. We all seem 
I" ]:nuw muc>i abuul prayer, but the eKpcrience oi ft 
i[L its powerful eUeelivea^ss Godwird and manwatd 
iH, 1 fear, greatly lacking. 

l^t. Fivvne baji given ub a real and authoritative 
directory in this divine and spiritual art of praying, 
iilM'Jting contmually on the true and only bnsis of 
l^jia^'^ — the N'ame and meritorious Mediatorial Work 
uf i[ie Lord Jesuj, Christ. Jti these toUowing pages we 
fihall iind also a great incentive to holiness of life 
and charattex, as a means of effectual fervent prayer. 
'L"he despondent soiil ^vill find great encuuiagement and 
innpiration to pray as th'?se pages are peruwdr 

May God, by Hi^ Holy Sprit, awaken us all to a 
decfier iic<liiaintjuiiv? with intensive praying, and ]nake 
Iliis book a means to stir the slumbering and self- 
viitisfied, t" the oiily God-appointed uieaus for the 
fulJilment ni His purpoiiCb in the world. We must 
give time for prayet and praying — not ^mply saying 
prayers 

H, TVDEMAJJ CHILVERS 



8 INTRODDCTION 

BhaLow are some of the trenches cut in most iil tlie 
prayer-)ife ' The depth of the ditch is tlie measure 
of expected blessing, " Let some droppings fall on 
me " i:= not deep enough fm j. deep trench digger. 
How few ihere are who dig deep enough for " floods 
upon the dry land " ! How is this ? AU prayer-hfc 
is hidden. It is behind a i;losed door. Tlie best 
spade diggers go down into deep dilchts out of sight. 
There arc numbprs of surface workers, but few who 
in seTf-obUteration toiL in prayer alone with God. 
Such a. book as tliis gives inspiration ; it nerves tlin 
IjeJiever to greater efforts in the life of intercession. 
I wish it God-speed on its heaven-sent mission. 

SETH JOSHUA. 



PREFACE 



'"T'^I-IR fj-inctTP wish of ihe wjit<?v is that the reader 
1 in his perusal of tlie foUowingcliaplers on prayer 
will discover the f.ict thai God haa plac&i at his 
i!l'-|)(is,-i1 -i farce which h infiaittJy greater tb-xn tlie 
Wtu'lJ has ever yeL dreamed. Some o£ the chapters 
\i\ivi- taken their rise dming times oi severe [rial as 
wcJl as seasons of Hpirittiai refreshing. Others are 
Ihci outcome of years of observation of the marked 
'lilfiTcnce in spiritual impressions made under the 
|ireaching of the Word, and other Gospel ministries. 
Ill cliiirches and districts where there is the fellowship 
of Christians who arc skilled Id the art of prayer, so 
ii!< Lo know how to pray with a spidt of intensity. 
Ilii'i truth i.i Hhundantly revealed and confiTmed all 
I hrough the Bible. 

Uiic special object of the writer hiJ!^ be«n to call 
iitlfntion to some of the mo^t rttmatkable t^Kiimple'i 
of the power of intensified prayer, both io Old and 
N(;LV Testament ScripturEs; though not confined to 
llicsc alone. There is generally a lacli of response to 
Revivals where tliere is a lack of Qie spirit of intensified 
prayer. By the \jacd " response " we do not mean 
shouts or rant— although we believe that a httle more 
wliolesojne enthusiasm in religious circles might be 
very beneficial. It is admitted in some quarters that 
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the gift o{ di^cernmejit mjces^ary to perceive tlie 
Spirit i gtiice, :ind to catch the tone of the Spirit's 
voice, in what is called " unction " in prayer-life, as 
well as otlicr God-ordaiifed methoiis of Revivals, i? 
fflT stroDger in Wales th^ in most other comitriefi. 
However this may be, we are certain that whenever 
there is a spirit of intenbLfied prayet foe the salvation 
of sinners, ihete is iure to be a hearty response to all 
genuine Revivals. But if thiough neglect of prnyifT, 
and whole-hearted devotion to God, w^i have lost this 
spiriloal respoiiiivtJless, then let ui return to Him 
in penitent faith and He will certainly restore to u^ 
" the years that the locust hath eaten " (Joel ii. 25). 

The writer his also endeavoured to show that the 
only prayers that mil. prevail with God, create and 
keep up a spiritual atmosphere in our churches and 
other spheres of Cliristiait service, are those which 
laku their rbe from hearts that are puriied by faith 
in the atoning merits of Jet^u-s Christ, 

That God's rich l>leM;ing may rest upon this work is 
our prayer. 

THE AUTHOR. 
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THE POWER OF INTENSIFIED PBAYER 

" The E|^:t Hfm'idf inEihcth IntctcesFiion ior us 
wlilch lijiunor bcBClcrcd " — Rom. viii i6 (fi V.J, 

"Trie EHCEEDTNC GrcaT7JR?S h>F Hi5 POWEP TO UH-WARD 

wni] RELIEVE. fiMordinp: to that workmB o[ tlie sLr^c^Ui nf Hi5 
iiiljl^it whiiUi He wrouglit in Chiist "lien He raiaoil Him fiom t&c 
ilonil/' — ^Eph, i. T9, ao [R-Vr> 

'l^HE mighty power which God has put into the 

I hands of men in the material worJd 15 constantly 
fji^LLliog frcEli siirpii5e. and causing mullituiles to 
wonder what further startling demonstrations ol liie 
material forces may yet be expected to take place. 
Scientists tell ns tliat in every single drop of water in 
llic <x:ean there is energy enough to generate two 
Ihunderstormi. The power is there, silent and hidden, 
ready at any moment to leap forth and do terrible 
Olccution. 

One of tlje most powerful elements in nature that 
hii'i over been discovered is radium. Scientists tell 
11* that it is practically eui inesliaustible reservoir of 
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energy. 'Die President ol the British Assoditinn iu 
1905 dcscrihed it as, " perhaps a miUion times more 
powerful thao dynamite," iind he illustratisl liis reniaili: 
ty a statement to the effect that whereas 12,000 tons 
of coal are required to drive a ship 600Q miles through 
the fea at 15 knots an hnur, the same effect would bs 
produced by 2a iiiinees of radium. Fourteen pounds 
of radium would keep a 50,0 oo-horse- power cn^e 
running for a year ; I ouucc would drive one's motitr- 
car during the whole tenn of one's natural life. A 
sufficient block would oin an Atlantic liner for 
generations across the ocean. A piece of riuUuni 
is calculated to continue in full activity for two millinn 
years. 

These are all statements of leading scientific men of 
the day. There never was a time in the history of 
iiie world wlien there were so many evidences of exist- 
ing powers in the material world ; and never a time 
whea there was a greater interest taken in discoveries 
or inventions ol some new application of the power!. 
aJreEidy brought to light. As a nJe men arc not slow- 
to make use of these combhiod forces placed at then 
di'poial in the material world, but, alas, how .slow 
we are to make use of the power and blessing which 
(>od haji placed within our reach in the i-piiitual 
world 1 

It ii possible to overrate the power and strength 
in relation to material forces, but there can be no 
mistake in this direction iu our attempt to explain 
the greatness of the power of spiritual forces. The 
difficulty here lies in finding suitable words to CKpress 
thar greatness The Apostle Paul in his letter to the 
Ephesiiins tried to esplain the power which God has 
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placed at tlie disposal of believers, but he had to 
ncknowkdge thit it is Exceeding Greatkess. It 
1^ impossible to measure or explain it. 

Who can measure or explain resurrection power ' 
From death imlo life in the spiritual reafm, as well as 
In the physical, is beyond our thought. There is no 
power in the material tmivetse that can approach it. 
Kfen the power of radium is infinitely behind it. 
Neither can we measure nor explain rightly the jwwer 
in relation to prayei' force : that is, intensified prayer 
wlicn wrought in the soul by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. But we can read of mighty things which have 
been accompiislied by its power in the jiast history of 
the Church and of the world, and of what our fore- 
fathers did by its mighty force in their day. 

As one great writer eKpressed it, the prayer of faith 
in mightier than any d>-namite, for it has the almighti- 
Tiess of God linked to it. It readies round the world, 
it can touch the highest Heaven or shake the lowest 
Hell. Prayer is a Jacob's ladder with God's angeLs 
[i.icendinij and descending, taking up the petitions and 
liringjng down the smswcrs, Prayer may be as simple 
iiH a baby's cry, as eloquent as a tear, as secret as a 
lu'art pang, as swift as the lightning, as mighty as the 
liimado, as strong as love, and as divinely human as 
Ihe Christ of God. 

Player is only real jirayer when inspired by Him 
and His Spirit. He has ma.stered but little of prayer 
who knows but little o( the Spirit-groaning which 
cininot be uttered. No matter how great our petition. 
His promise is always " esceeding abundantly above 
all we osk or think." We also know that mliich we 
hove proved again and again of its power and reality 
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iu our crwn lives, and wlial we have witnessed of ils 
power nmong oihei-s. 

The lite Rct. T. G. Seley, a very eminent saint 
and noted preaeher and wrilci, calling attention to the 
fact fiiat believeis ire the only channeis for tlie trans- 
mission of spiritual force, says, " Some of llie iiiatcoal 
forces of the universe can only be manifested ttitiiugh 
the !,pedal elements rind agencies that are adapted to 
transmit them. Electrieity must have a pathv,-ay 
of susceptible matter over which to travel, even if that 
pathway be one of indefmltely minute particles of 
ether only. So with the spiritual forces of the universe. 
If the power of the mediatorial presence has no con- 
ducting lines along which to travel, it must sleep for 
ever and the world be left to swing in its old grooves 
of evil and death. The manifestation of all the ei.ergies 
of that presence can only Mme through the believing 
request of the dlsdplea. Prayer, bound oiUy by the 
human instincts of the faith thai inspires it, and the 
rights of the Name in which it k presented, is a thing 
ol ilhmitable power." 

Dr CooKTT-ftMD. who is considered fo be one of the 
world's greatest and most renowned scientists, claims 
that ■ ■■ Prayer is the mightiest force in the universe, 
and that the Christian world is blind to the fact. 
ludgiM by what is already aceompli&hed. we have to 
acknowledge that if prayer is anything it is every- 
thing ; ifitistrae.itisthcgrcatesttruth, ^ 

The Rev J A. MokOAh, Vicar of St, Johns, 
Deiitend Hiimmgham, declared that. "True prayer 
is the Holy Chost praying through us back to Cod.'' 
This statement is yoite in harmony mth the Apostle s 
teadiiig when be says, '■ The Spirit Ilim-iell maketU 
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intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered " (Rom. viii. z6), which reveals the truth that 
it is not simply the power or influence of the Spirit, 
but rather the Holy Spirit Himself . While not 
setting aside our responsibiliLy, He kindles the desire, 
begets the prayer, and also " maketh intercession for 
the saints according to the Will of God " (Rom. viii, 27). 
It is this glorious fact that makes tho true prayer of 
the righteous the greatest force on earth. 

As we recognise tliot the Holy Spirit Himself in- 
spired the Apostle to utter these words in his prayer : 
" The exceeding greatness of His power tons-ward whu 
believe," there la no room leit for us to doubt the 
fact that prayer-force when wrought in tlie soul by 
the Holy Spirit is the Greatest Eotce on Earth. Power 
that exceeds greatness in any sphere is beyond the 
region of liumau conception, but how much more when 
we tliink of the grcatnss of power, in relation to the 
Almighty 1 We may admit this in tho abstract — 
His abilily fo create untold worlds in a moment of 
time if He chose— but here we discover that it is the 
exceedhig greatness of His power in the subjective. 
Yes I Even at our disposal, " to us-watd reM bdieve" 

Tltisis still more encouraging when we consider that 
the exceeding greatness of His power may be received 
by ua to advantage in the prayer-life. He, Hunself. 
really comes to " mate mf crcession for us with gioan- 
ings which cannot be uttered." brethren, is not this 
an exceedingly great condescension on the part oi the 
blessed and eternal Spirit — thus to help our infirmities, 
and to teach us how to pray intejisely so as to prevail i 
Surely such exceeding grtatnesa of His power to 
li^-antrd is past our comprelionsion and all our powers 
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of expression. Nor can w^ mea^im^ iis wonderful 
possibibties, espedaUy when a« Spirit of grace and 
MippliGitiDi, IS .-illowed to have the complete mntml 

01 out pia,yei-l[fc. 

Then B-e may setlk it in our minds ™ce and for 
ever that prayer-force-that is, if it js lo bo the greatest 
force on esrth-,s not worked-up foroe, physiral. or 
matenal force of any kind, but a force that is wroueht 
in Ihc soul by tl,e Holy Spirit Himself; after the 
manner of the espeiience oi Pan] when he exclaimed 
Winch worketii in mo mightily ■■ [0)1. i. 20) And 
we may reckon that tbe workings t>f 1-Iis m^^lity power 
in prayer and intercession in the divinely anointed 
™ul IS mighner than the power of dynamite, or lyddite 
or raihura, or any other i^wer. intellectual or material' 
God does not look at the length or br.adtb or the 
polish of our prayers. He looks and Ustens to the 
bpitit 5 voice reproduced in us and through us The 
Holy Spmt has a Voice thai is distinguishable from 
all other voices by His sympathetic tones 

The sainted Frank Chosslev of the Star HaU 
Manchester, described this dittineniddng feature of 
tne t,pn-its grace, in all who have received it as a 
sanctihed, or sphitual lone. Om' Lord Hunseii 
when mstnicting His disciples, said, - H is not ve 
that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which is in 
yon" (Matt, X. 20). 

It is said that (he secret of the success ol that ereaf 
preacher, Geoeoe Wh.tefield, was not so muci his 
extaotdinary sermons, hut rather the spiritual tone 
and unction m which he preached them. When in 
the fulness of the Spirit he would utfer the word 
Ut.I , the power of conviction would he so great 
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Ili^il at times ^inneri^ would laJi by hundreds, helpless 
to the ground, ^s if sraitteiL by the hand of death. 
Thiii is what St. Judc mcaiit when speaking of the 
ministry of prayer, as praying in the Holy Ghost. 

Such were the prayers of JoHK Knox, when in the 
fulness of the Spirit he would pray aJI n^ht in agonising 
tooea. " Lord, give mc Scotland or I die." God lieajd 
the voice of his supplications and shook Scotland in 
answer to his prayers. Thig is what thp Vicar of 
Madeley, the Rev, John Fletcher, meant when he 
being asked what was to be e^pMicJic^rl in tht: full 
accomplishment of the promise of the Father, replied, 
"Oil! what shall I say . . . the Spirit maketh inLerces- 
siun in the soul hke a God wrestling with a God " Oh 
that we knew better how to piay in the Holy Ghost, 
and to leTy absolutely upon Him for utterance ! What 
wondtrs would be wrought in the Church in answer 
to our prayers ! He loio^vs the kind of prayer" that 
will prevail with oui Hcavcaily Father. He knows 
the kind of prayer that will bring about a world-wide 
levival. His eye& still run to and fro in the eaith 
to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose hearts 
are pcricct toward Him- {Lord, teach us to pray : 
Lind inspire us to expect greater thjnghr) It rs true, 
as expressed by one whose name we have already 
mentioned, we ask for toys when we should ask for 
continents, and be claimmg tlie world fot Girist 

Intensihed prayer, when offered through the atoning 
merits of Jesus Christ and in reliance upon the Holy 
Spirit, id -i^ the putting forth of vital energy and is 
considered to be the highest efioi t of which the human 
spirit is capable, and becomes an iLrcsistiblc force. 
Wheal we consider its wonderful possibilities and 
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our own icsponsibililies in relation to our souls, we 
aie oferwhejmed with the thought of if. (0 God ! 
pom down a floud of divini? illumination on llie soul 
of the writer so that he may be able to stir up the 
souls of others in order that f hey may be able f n realise 
the importance of this duty, and thereby create a 
spiritual awiikening sudi as sbail bring everlasting 
glory fo Him who is the Author and Inspirer, as ivoU 
astlie Hearer and Answerer of prayer.) 

1-f the Cbuich fully realbed fJic power of tfiis grace 
and Icnew tbe ex^jerienee of its divine operation, 
nothing would be impossible to hei, becinsc she would 
possess tbe key of Heaven's imsjieakiiblK treasures, 
and would be mighty through God to tbe pulling down 
oi strongholds. Aa rightly expiesscd by Dr. Ardkew 
MuRiLiY ; " We jnust Lc(,'in to believe that God. in 
the mystci-y ol prayer, has entrusted us with a force 
that CiUi move the lleavajily world, and cun bring lis 
power down Lo oiirlh." 

ClIAiiLES H, Sl'UKnnjON renlirk«[l on one occasion 
that the " power oi prayer can never be overrated. 
They who cannot servo Cod Ijy prisaching need not 
regret. If a man can but pray he cEui do anything. 
He who knows how lo oveicomo with God in prayer 
has Heaven and eiirth at bis disposal." 

GossNEB, the humble piustor of Boflildiem Church 
in Berlin, relied on iimyct more than any other force. 
It was said of him that he prayed mission stations 
into being, and missionaries into faith ; he prayed open 
the hearts of the rich, and gold from the distant lands. 
Before Jiis life cndixl he had sent forth one liundred and 
forty-four misiioraries, and usually had no less than 
twenty of them depending directly upon Kim for 
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suppoit. ■'Prayer," says one o( our ablest miters 
on this vital subject, " is a spiritual Liw which co- 
operates with the mind of God. It has more m it 
thM merely petition. It clothss itself m reality 
i,nd power, with the force of God HimseH, It 11 an 
attitude nf spirit and mind. Lai^uage is semndary 
in true prayer." 

Wr sliall discover, as we proceed, that prayer is not 
only the greatest force on earth, but the greatest 
luivilege on earth. Praj'cf is a means by which we 
may ciiU in the intervention of the Alniigbty God 
and obtain instant deliverance in tiroes of danger and 
sudden teJiiptation. Prayer has been called tbe outlet 
of trouble and the inlet to comfort, Prayer is like a 
window in tbe soul by which we can let out that wlucb 
is oppressive and let in that which is pure and refresh- 
ing. It is a roediuDi by which we ciin let in the light, 
which will put out the darkness. Prayer ia also a 
means by which we can hold lellowsbip with other 
Christians, and unite with thein in making our 
appeal to God on behalf of tbe Church and the 
world. 

All good things in Heaven and earth, and all the 
enceeding great and precious promises by which they 
may be obtained, are opened to the grasp of con- 
sistent persevering prayer. It Is a further pnvilege 
that prayer, esjieciaJly when " in the Holy Ghost," 
brings the soul into a dear atmosphere, because 
it brings us into feJlowship with God Himself,^ " in 
Him there is no darkness at all" (i John i. 5). 
and, "if we walk in the light as He is in the 
Ught, we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Je.^us Christ, His Son, deanseth us from 
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aU sin ■■ (i John i. 7), Oui- Lord said, " It ye abide 
111 Me, and My woi-ds abide in you, ye aliEdl ask what 
ye wjII, ajid it shall be done unto you" (John 

It is plain, therelora.ihal -ivithoi.t any attempt to bo 
beyond whiil i, written, if ™ are to pray cxrasisteolly 
and successfully, we must abide in the clear Hght ol 
holiness ; as saith the Aposlle, " For what communion 
liath light with datknsss." The two things are incom- 
patible ; ynu cannot at the some lime have huUuess 
and sm (see 2. Cor. yi, 14 to end of chapter). 

As a rompensatiun for consistent perseveriiig prayer 
on the lines of truth and righteousness, the three Hebrew 
children were sustained m llic burning liery fiunace 
and were bi-ought out of 11, witliout havine even the 
smell o( fire upon them [Dan. ill. 20, 2;). .^d raulfi- 
tiides smce their day liavo been called to pass through 
the fiery trials of sorrow and pKr.sceulion, slander and 
afSiciions ; but God, in answer to tl.eir intensified 
prayers - in the Holy Ghost," sustained them and 
so kept them by Ills power that the liamo did 
not limdle upon them, nor the wateis ovfrflow 
them. 

In her last day, Mrs. Booth o( the Salvation Armv 
sent this message to her friondf_it is a triumphant 
death-song : " Tile waters are rising, but so am I 
I an, noE going under, but over. Do not be concerned 
about your dying. Only go on living well, and [he 
dying will be all right.- Dnubfle»E when Hie roll 1-i 
called np yonder, a mighty army of saints will join 
the song of the ransomed, in praise to Him wlio in 
answer to their fervent prayers supplied thoin with 
grace sufScienl to " glorify Him in U,e fires," and 
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he able to witness, as expressed in the lines of the 
poem : 

"lie bmughr me rhtougli Lhe aojiLtiiiig fire, 
Altlio' the flame ivaied hotter, higher I 
Yet. lo I wUal did Iho^t fidineg Enr me 
BnE burned my bonds md set trie Iieei 
Thug through il all I learned I0 wng 
The t'^iver and mladotn of my King." 

L. A. Baptbp Snow. 

It wa.'i ill answer lo the power of mtensified praj'er 
that God sent an earthquake and shook the foundations 
of the prison at Phjlippi, and not only hrouglil Paul 
and Siliu out ol the inner prison but filled their soids 
to oyerflowiag with songs of praise, and saved the 
jailor and his household, and gave birth to a church 
in a new centre. 

'■ Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One ol Israel, and 
his Maker, Ask Me of things to come ; and coneeming 
My sons, and concerning the work oi My hands, com- 
mand ye Ha " (Isa. xlv. 11). If we rightly consider 
the character of the One wlio uttered these words, 
we may reverently eondode that iiotual antbority is 
given (especially to those who pray " in the Holy 
Ghost " and through the atoning merits of Girist) for 
lhe right to believe that prayer is the one power on 
earth whereby we may command the Almighty. Or, 
as ejrpressed by one writer, " Prayer is the power on 
earth that commands the Power in Heaven," 

We ate i-eimnded that m launching an ironclad, 
the pressure of a baby's finger is not mftequcnlly 
requited to put into operation the ponderous machinery 
by which the iron leviathan glides evenly and majestic- 
atly on to the ocean wave. So, if we may dare to 
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say it, aJl ths piirpoEes of God, and the piovidential 
machinery by wliich tliov were to be executed, stood 
in susppnse until the chosen people had aslicd toi the 
things which He ha<i promised and had even eoni- 
manded Him concerning the work on which His lif art 
was set. It is also admitted that " llie Divine gauge 
of (he worth ol prayer is its pressure on the heart 
of Cod." " Concerning My sons, and concerning the 
work of Mv hands, coumiiind j'e Me." 

Mr. Spurgeon Teniariis that this ia u ^onderhil 
expression, and calis upon tis to rise to tlie ^blimity 
of faith and be dating wilh our God. It is considered 
tliat our Lord used this tone when Ha said, " Father, 
I wrLi '■ ; and K'e shall discover tliat Moses used tlie 
same sublime daring when he stood in the breach, 
and m hia supplication on behalf ol Israel, prayed, 
" Forgive their sin, and if :iol, l)Iol me, I pray Thee 
out of Thy Book which Thou hast writlcii," Joshua 
rose to the same sublimity of faith and daring when, 
m the supreme moment of his triumph, he lifted his 
5pear towards the setting sun and CTied, " Sun, stand 
(hou stiU," Elijah used the same sublimity of failb 
and dariTig when he shut up the heavens tor three 
years and sis months and again opened llirrn. Yet 
as well said by one, " After our greatest deeds of 
prayer and faith, we shall ever lie low before God ■ 
as Elijah did, who, after tailing fire from Heaven' 
prostrated himself on fho ground with his face 
between his Imees." 

It is likewise true if we have the intense desire that 
our prayers take rank with the mighty intensified 
prayers of those Old Testament saints, that we pnrpose 
calling attention to, then, iis in their case, we must 
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not be surprised ii our prayers co« us real soul agony, 
11 not blood and tears. Birt the love of God and the 
pijce paid by the awful tragedy of the Cross, and the 
needs o( a dying world demand it. Therefore without 
lurthor delay let us cro!-s the Rubicon of doubt, cut 
the shore line of all carnal indulgences, and Icam how 
to " pray in the Holy Ghost " ; and. in the strength of 
Almighty God, the victory shall be ours. 






CHAPTER II 

ABRAHAM'S PHAYER ON BEHALF OF 
SOUOM 

" But AbraliimisCMiif yet before IhcLoriJ , . . anilaaii, Wilt'rhmi 
alao dsntayois righMous with llie wltked ! "— Cnn. Kinii ii, jj. 

WHATEVER (Iiere may be to be proud of at 
the present day wiLh reference to the world's 
progress in science and art compared with former 
ages, we h.ive to admit iliat the Church has been siow 
to improve upon Ihe examples of Old Testament 
sajivts in die power of infcnsilicd prayer. Their 
prayers aie still looircd upon as tlie iiii Islanding wonder 
ol all tlie ages. 

In the study of tliQ charade™ of some ol these Old 
Testament heroes there jirp three tilings of wliicli 
they seem to have had considerable knowledge. 
Firstly, fhey knew how to repent ; secondly, they 
lioew how to pray ; and, thirdly, they knew'how to 
make the best of their failures, as well as the most of 
their victoties. And it would seem that their genuine 
repentance, as well as their faith, lay at the foundation 
of all their success. When Ibey ri;penlcd tl.ey burnt 
the bridges beliinilthem, Perhapa they had discovered 
that where provision was made lor the llesh oi lot 
some cherished idol or snme sinful iudul^'ence to fail 
back upon, it meant coinplelo failure in the prayer- 



ABRAHAM'S PKAYER FOR SODOM 27 



life (Josh, vii. 1-13; Ps.lxvi. rS). There is no reason, 
whon, under the influence of God's Spirit, we peruse 
the victorious prayer-hfe of these Old Testament saints 
and others, why we may not gather inspiration and 
encouragement £0 as to expect to realise greater 
victories in our own indiidduflJ prayer-hfc. 

Abraham, the Father of the Faithful, is considered 
to be a remarkable esarople of the power ot prevailing 
prayer. This we may gather from the manner of 
his pleading on behalf of Sodom, It is written that 
"AbraliaiTi drew near." This statement goes to 
the very root o! the matter and explains more than 
anythii^ else the real secret ot his power in prayer. 
Had he failed to draw nsir to God, his petitions, 
however earnest or lucid, would have been nothing 
better th;m a lifeless form and not as it was — a living 
vital force. The power and victory that are possible in 
drawing near to God through prayer are indescribable. 
In fact, the joy and blessedness ol Divine Communion 
when brought into close contact with God are often so 
far beyond human espressionthat our very Hallelujahs 
seem to fall infinitely short of the joy ol it, There are 
infinite approaches to God even alter we have entered 
the narrow way — not nearness of being, but of char- 
acter, iind nearness of affinity, of love, oi faith, of 
communion and ciinlormity to the image of His Son, 
Jesus Christ, and more likeness to Him in the 7njnistry 
of intercession. It is possible to be so taken up with 
our standing in Christ as to lose sight oi the privilege 
of our approaching in hkencss to Him, Tlie path of 
the just is as the shining light, shining more and more, 
unto the perfect day. Thai let us take care that we 
are not found standing when we should be walking. 
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or walking when we should he running, or even running, 
wlien upon the wing3 of faith we should be soaring.' 
Another secret of Ahr.iham's success in prevalliiig 
pra.yer was his deep humility of spirit. He considered 
himself to be but dust and a^es. And iet us rememtier 
that Abraham at this time was about one hundred years 
old. Besides this, he was in the Covenant which God 
had promised to cstablisli to liim a"d his seed after 
him. Thei-ernre he might have felt justified in urging 
his plea upon the gi'tFUiid of his position as the ch.isen 
of God. Hut instead of this he confessed that he was 
" dust and aihcs." Abraliam, without the advantage 
of any material temple or written form of woiship or 
tlie piivih'ge of an open Bible, siieh as we enjoy, was 
nevertlieless ahlo to meet all the requirements of God 
in such a manner as to be admitted into His own 
Council Chamber, where he had the privilege of pleaJing 
in soul contact with his God (Gcii. xviii, i;), 

Witli reference lo Abraham's example in prayer on 
behaliof Sodom. Mrs, M. Baxter says; " When prayer 
is intense, we come to close []uartera with God ; it 
IS no time tor Ihiely formed sentences ; the fine music 
of ritualistic sendees has no place here, where real, 
intense business is transacted with God. ' Nothing 
between ' is the heart's cry. ' I must have to do with 
my God face to face.' " Abraliam drew near, and 
God did not repel him, or show him iuiy aloofness : 
the man was sure of his affair, because God was sure of 
him : heart touched heart. And Abraham atteir.pted 
to turn Cod from His purpose. " Wilt Tliou also 
destroy the righteous witli the wicked ? " Every 
petition he offered received an answer, ncilhcr was 
llie presence of the mercy of tiod withdrawn so long 
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as he continued to pray and to ToaJie intercession ; 

which proves that it was possible for even Abraham to 
have been more intouEe and to have gone further with 
his petitions. 

Whenever there are limitations, and we fail to reach 
thK highest possibihty in the prayer-life, the fault is 
always on the human side and never on the divine. 
Wo get a remarkable picture of this, only under rather 
dJHerent circuiristanoes, when the prophet Ehsha com- 
manded Jo.ish to take a bunch of arrows and smite the 
ground with them. ' ' He smote three times and stayed " 
{3 Kings Klii. 18, 19) , 'l"he prophet was ds«ply grieved 
m spirit and said, " Thou shouldest have smitten five 
or six times, then hadst thou smitteu Syria till thou 
hadst consumed it, whereas now thou shalt smite 
Syria but thrice," Itis evident that God had intended 
to give bun several signal victories to l:he complete 
overthrowing of Syria ; but, through lack of per- 
severance, Joash giivc in just at the point 0! a splendid 
final victory. And, oh ! beloved brethren, is not this 
the cause of much of the failure and disappointment 
in our prayer-life and revival effort at the present 
day ? How often has it happened that, when a 
splendid opportunity has been given lor the winning 
of some glorious victory for Christ and His liingdom, 
through the lack of perseverance or the want of knowing 
how to make the most ot the victory, we have failed 
to rise to the occasion 1 Let us endeavour always to 
liave a clear and definite aim in our petitions to the 
Throne oi Heavenly Grace, and look for a viciory 
such as is worthy of Gud. But, as rightly expressed, 
" this cannot be done unless we concentrate all our 
strength and desires into every stroke oi our prayers. 



30 THE GREATEST FORCE ON EAETH 

TliK sttnngliolds of sin and S^tan and error will not 
yield at sof t in Jefmite blo«5 and soidless petitions." 

Nn iloubt the chid reason why Abraham discon- 
tinued his request v;a; because he fully expected that 
ten righteous men coulii be found in the city. Other- 
wise il is posiihle Le would have oontiuued in prayer 
until the whole of the city was saved. One writer 
has said, " We think tliiit it is great boldness thus to 
urge the majesty of H&iven, bul we much mistake 
the God we pray lo. He loves to be iiitrealed and com- 
mands [13 to be urgent/' 

It 19 rather remarkable that while cominiinion with 
God, whkli is the piiucijial pait of jiraycr, had con- 
tmued more cir less from the time ol Adam onward, 
yet the word" prayer " does not appear on the inspired 
page until yearsiater, when it will be seen (hat the first 
time fliat cither ilie word of prayer or divine heahng 
occurs is in connection mth Abraham ((~Tcn. xvii. 3 ; 
Gen. Kx. 17.). Then on each oe[;!i5ion we find that his 
prayers were answered on the veiy spot. In con- 
sidei-ation of Abrahjjn'« success in the ministry of 
intercession, we would conclude lliat his unshalien 
faith ill the Almighty must have brought a measure of 
the power of Omnipotence into his praycm. Indeed 
Abraliam's faithfuhiesi is recognised all through both 
Old and New Testament Scriptures. He is made 
mention of by Neliemiah in his prayers, who said, 
"Thou art the Loid the God, whodidst elioose Abtam, 
and bruughtest hun fortii out of Ur of the Clialdees, 
and gavest him the name of Abraham, and foundest 
his heart faithful before Thcc, and madest a covenant 
wiOi him ■■ (Neh. ix, 7, 8). And Paul the Apostle 
testifies, " Abraham believed God, and it was counted 
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unto him for righteousness " (Rom, iv, 3). This, we 
beheve, was the true reason why God was able to lake 
him into His Council Chamber and make known to him 
His purpose to oveithiow the cities of the plain ; as 
it is written, ' ' Shall I hide from Abraham that thing 
which I do ? " It 15 evident tliat Abraham would 
not have known of Sodom's destruction but for this 
revelation ; ihcreSore he would not have been able 
to have prevailed in prayer for them. But one asks, 
Wljy did He make il known to Abraham * Because 
he was the chosen head of His people ; because through 
hini all the nations 01 the earth should be blessed, 
because Abraham was a iailhful and righteous man ; 
and EinaDy with a view that ho might iiileriHjdc lor 
Sodom. This justifies us in interceding for sinners, 
and even though there were not enough righteous men 
to save the city, yet Abraham's prayer was cfiectual 
in the deliverance of Lot and his daughters ; so that 
God remembered Lot for Abraham's sake (Gen. sis. zg). 

Dr. Murray says, " Interressioii is the most perfect 
form of player. It is the prayer Chiist ever hveth 
to pTiiy on Hi^ throne." Doubtless one chief reason 
why Lot did not join in this ministry of intercession 
with Abraliam was because he lacked the divine 
feUowship ; therefore he bad not the capacity to 
enter into this glorious ministry. Prayer and fellow- 
ship with God went hand-in-hand with Abraliam, and 
it must be so with us if we expect our prayers to be 
effective. 

The whole history of the Church proves that it is 
those who hve in the closest fellowship with God to 
whom He reveals His mind. Abraham had fulfilled 
all the cotlditions tlial were neceosary. As a result. 
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God was weil pleased to draw out from him the in- 
iRnsity of his prayers on behalf ol Sodcim. The matt 
godly are always the most powerful both in pm.yer 
and ill intercession, for the re.iwn that they, iifcc 
Abraham, keep most in touch with God ; therefore 
they have a greater knowledge of His love, power, 
mercy, and justice, and have a heart at leisure to 
thinlt on behalf of others. 

But what a contrast to tbis do we lind in the case of 
Lot I Although a child of God, he manifested a very 
diSerent spirit from that of his uncle, Abraham, No 
agoniainj; prayer is offered by him on behalf of the 
doomed city. No display of godly sympathy for llie 
perishing multitude ; no mention of gratitude for his 
safe deliveriinoe. What little praying he did was all 
centred in himself, and liad it not boon lor the inter- 
cession of Abraham, it is possible that botli he and hL'i 
daughters would have perished with the others. But. 
as it was, he was saved, ^bytrre. 

Had God found the same spirit of faith and whole- 
hearted devotion in Lot as was iji the heart of his 
uncle, Abraham, it is pos.sible that Sodom would have 
been saved. And who laiows but that there may be a 
thousand cities in this the twentieth century just as 
corrupt as the " cities of the plain." Yet if the con- 
dition of the heathen at home and abroad was even 
a thousand times worse, the promise of God and His 
redeeming grace would be equal to the occasion. " Ask 
of Me, and T shall give Thee the heathen for Thine 
inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
Thy possession " (Ps ii. S). This promise, although 
given to Christ, can be apphed by the Holy Spirit to 
the Church. It comes to her as a challenge on the 
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Rrijimd of the Father's promise to His Son. so she can 
" di^mand " of Him as the Almighty Father to fulfil it. 
To say the least, such a promise is not only an en- 
couragement to our laith. but an everlasting rebuke 
In our narrow views and our limited petitions, because 
Iho promise practic^ly embraces the world for Christ. 

Just now, as in Abraham's day, God is lookmg for 
men whom He can take into His conhdence — men 
who know how to pray in faith and in the Holy Ghost. 
Dr, Cuyler uttered a great truth when he B;iid, " Nearly 
every revival starts with one or more soids that are 
filled with the Holy Ghost." And as one of our 
leadii^ Church dignitaries prayed. " O Holy Ghost, 
lill but one or two hearts with Thy rusliing mighty 
wind, and mitre one or two brows witJi the pentecostal 
dame." To which we heartily say, " Amen," 

During one of his missions the writer came into touch 
with a minister of the Gospel whom he had heard 
preach with great power and unction. But upon hear- 
ing him pray and make intercession (especially in his 
private room and at Ins family altar], ha forgot all 
about the tninister's ability as a preacher, in the blesaed 
I'ealisatlon of God's presence in answer to his prayers. 
He felt fully convinced that the prayers of any two 
such men, when united, " would put ten thousand to 
ilight," or possibly start a revival, the influence of 
which might bo felt to the uttermost parts of the earth, 
and gladdeu the heart cif the Saviour in the conversion 
of miJtitudes of the poor heathen. It is hardly 
possible to come into contact with such, without feeling 
a deeper sense of one's own responsibihty. Many who 
came in contact with such men as John Fletcher, 
Charles Finney and George Miiller, and others of their 
3 
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stamp, liiive confessed to tl.is. And we tave canse to 
f [lank Cod for sucti men and women who exist to-day, 
Ard the reason w« have not more of the same dasi is 
not for want o( greater light or better opportunity. 
The privileges in these respects were never greater. 

If the standard of judgmeut in oin Saviour's day 
was the greater %ht and opportunity than that of 
former days, which h evident, ns wlion our Lord 
upbraided the cities and said, "Woe nnto thee 
Chorazin ! ... and thou, Capeinanm, which art 
ej^allcd unto Heaven, shalt be brouglit down to Hdl ; 
for if the mighty works which have been dona in thee 
had been done in Sodom, it would liavc remained until 
tiii^ day " (Matt, xi ar, 23), then, in the consideration 
of tlie greater light and privileges granted to us in 
these days, we would reverently ask (judging according 
(0 our deserts) ,-^ould wc CKpecf any otlier if our 
Lord returned to-day, lli™ to hear ITim ,^iy to us as a 
nation^ " Wrx- unto you, England," or, "Woe unto 
you, Great Britain, so long enlruMed with the light 
of divme tnith; for if [he mighty works done in (liec 
had been done in Africa, in India, in China, or in 
Japan, etc., tliey would have repented long ago" = 
Surely we have cause to be grateful that God has not 
entered mto judgment with us. Yet, as rein;ijked by 
a well-known miter, " There is hope, for God has not 
forgotlcQ us. The great Intercessor is still in Heaven 
pleading; and the Holy Ghost is still in the world " 
^ Then, in view of our prewnt ptivUeges a.nd in the 
light of the coming judgment, let ns in the spmt of 
true penitence and faith call upon God in earnest 
prayer that we may be raised tn the occa-iion and as 
vre offer up our petitions in reliance upon the Holy 
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K|jirit and through the atoning merits of Christ, He 
will gcanl our request and pour out upon us in greater 
nnd ridicr abundance the spirit of grace and suprplioa- 
lion, wliieli always fits the soul for the ministrj' of 
illLcTccsaion. 

And who can tell how many towns and cities have 
Iweii saved, ill answer to the prevailing prayers of God's 
jiE'o])!?, .-.ince the lime that Abraham interceded on 
jjehair of Sodom, from a moral and spiritual destruction 
whidi may be iniiTiilely gi-eater than that of a temporal 
Hill lire. It is said that at the time when President 
I'.. G. Fiimey visited Bolton, Lancashire, the whole 
lown was completely overwhdmcd with sin and vice 
I'i every kind, and that gross darkness covered the 
minds of the people. But during the revival which 
look place under the ininistiy of Mr. Finney, and the 
united prayers and intercessions ui the Christians, 
the whole town was brought under such a wave of 
divbie influent? that almost in every liouse, some 
one or more was converted to God. 
Hudson Taylor asks ; 

" Should we not do well to suspend our present 
operations and give ourselves to humiliation and 
pi'ayar for nothing less than to be filled with the 
Spirit, and made channds tlirough which He shall 
work with resistless power ? Souls are perishing 
liiiw for lack o( this power. . . , God is blessing 
Kii^ some who are seeking this blessing from Him 
in faith. Ail things arc ready if we are ready." 

" Tn Abraham's God Kiofide, 
Who faithful SQUIa prepatea, 
And wilh Iho Holy Spinr'a might 
latensTfies our ptayers." 
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The following testimony reveals tlie power of inter- 
cessory prayer in a very reitiiirkable manner. An 
infidel in London had a wife who possessed a Bible, 
which she read ds.ily. Being antiuyed at this, he 
threw Ihe liook upon the fire; then went ont. He 
afterwards rrtumed to see ii Ihe last vestige of the 
volume had disappeared. The woman, who was 
naturally disiressed at the loss, said she thought it 
must be completely desltoycd. Her hnsljand sLirred 
Che ashes to sea if anch was the c:i3ii, when he read 
what fastened itself upon his mind and led to his 
conversion, " Heaven and earth Eliall pass away, 
but My Word shall not piss away." The sister of 
that ra;in was the wife of a London pastor, and just 
when the Bible was liuming she was earnestly praying 
for her brother's conversion. 

■' Is it true." asked Canot) Liddon, " Ihat prayer is 
assumed tittle else than half-passive play of scntuuent, 
which ilowi languidly on tlirough the minute's aud 
houri of easy reverie ? " Let those who have really 
prayed give the answer. Such sometdniis describe 
prayer, like the Patriarch Jacob, as a wrestlhig together 
with the Unseen Power, which may last not infre- 
qnently in an eirnest life, late into the night hours, 
or even imtil break of day. They have, whan praying^ 
their eyes fixed on the Gteot Interceisor in Gethsemanei 
upon the drops of blood which fell to the ground in 
Ihat agony of resignation and sacrifice. Importunity 
is of the essence of successful prayer. 
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.lACOB HAD POWEH OVIiR TilE ANCEL, 
AND PRBVAILKn 

" I wilLni]t LttTbLC j^o unless TJiouTjLess me."^Giip. XKXii. 26. 
" V^n, he had power over ths Anee?, end prouailpdi he wept, 
iiii4t iiinijcsupplicatidjn."— Hos siL 4. 

MANY of (iod's children have confessed tliat 
after years of religious exercise they knew 
[ji understood but little of what it really meant to 
jkfi'onise in prayer, either for themselves or for others, 
liutll brought face to face with some great trial or 
cidamity. Then were they greatly surprised when, 
tur the hrst tinie, they discovered what little they knew 
of the spirit and power of " fervent effectual prayer." 
Doirbtless lor this icasini God ha'! olten to allcu' sojne 
iKjulile or affhction to come over oien's lives in order 
flint He may be able to diaw them out into a real 
Npirif of pi'evailing prayer. Had it not been lor this 
special trial and crisis whioh was permitted to over- 
liike Jacob, it is possible that he would never have 
hcen changed from a supplanter to a Prinoe in Israel, 
It is evident that true prayer puts the heart into the 
best condition tor the endurmg of our troubles as 
well as for the eserdse of our faith for complete and 
linal victory. 

t''or liver twenty years Jacob and Esau were at 
VLiriance. But now the command came from God to 
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Jiicob to return to his own lind, to the placo where his 
brother Esaii dwelt. A tree that has been steadily 
growu^ for twenty long yeart is liltcly to get fitmiy 
looted. And we may reckon that the root of liiiteniess 
and the spirit of enmity that had been growing in the 
heart of Esau for bo long mu^t have become very strong 
and slubborn. It had grown fmni the feeling of anger 
to that of mahce and murder. He had said on a 
former occasion, " The dayi ol mourning fnr my 
falheraicat hand ; thenwiEI slaymybroLher Jaoob" 
(Gen. xsvii, 41). Tlierefore we are able to imderstand 
to some extent the awful sense of despair and self- 
rctiibution that must have taken possession ol Jaeiib, 
especially when he received the command to return 
to his own land. No doubt, he conld already see 
the dark sliadow of his brother's approach, To take 
steps in that direction would be to allord Esiui just 
the oppoilunity ho had long waited for in order lo 
carry out his thl-eat, which wonld mean to Jacob the 
suffering of a cruel death. With feelings such as 
these gnawing at his heart, we would thiiik ho must 
have felt strongly tempted to disobey the command. 
But, notwithstanding all bis temptation and bis fears, 
he is resolved to go forward in the path of duly. 

After due preparation he set out on liis journey, but 
only a few diXys pass before he is brought face lo face 
with a fearful crisis — a crisis which is iimnortalised 
flirougli die whole history of the Church. "Jacob 
lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, hohold, Eiau came, 
and with Mm four hundred men." Possibly as (hey 
marched forward they more likely gave the appearance 
of tout thousand. What a tumuli of thought must 
have been created in llic breast of Jacob when the 
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liiihlile host ca.me within sight 1 Nothing can be mote 
iinfnml than to suppose lliat Esau fully intended to 
Ciiiry out his threat. Doubtless the aggravating 
i-vmt i-claling to Jacob's trickery and duplicity had 
((idned strength with Esau, and had grown rapidly 
Upon liim during the whole length of the march. And. 
r.onsiJermg he is the leader and commander of hii 
[land of soldiers, he must have regard for his position, 
llenidei, had not the prospect of victory been ruiming 
hiBh among rank and hie of his devoted followers ; 
iind can he afford to cut off the hope of their expecta- 
tion by manifesting a relenting or forgiuing spirit f 
Wliat will be said on their return ? No ! he must 
uilly every opposing force of his nature and close 
ilown the dour of his iron-hke soul to every feeling of 
conipasdon, and pat on the determined face, so as io 
iLppear ivith a waihke front and keep ranli. Tiarnp, 
Iramp, tramp, they march forward on their journey, 
fully resolved to wipe out the very name of Jacob 
and Ms followers for ever. 

Without doubt, Jacob had bad his tiroes of self- 
reproach, but never a time like the present. T fancy 
he would say to himself, " I am to blame for all this. 
Too well do I remember my brother's disappointment 
wlien he found that J had not only robbed Mm of his 
birtliright, but had also taken away his blessing. And 
now my family, together with allmy innocent followers, 
have to suffer because of my guilt, I own thai I 
deserve to be wiped out and my name blotted out for 
ever." Who can tell wliat feelui^s of remorse and 
consternation wrung the soul ol Jacob when be saw 
the two bands rapidly approaching ? And now, as 
they came within a stone's-throw of each other, lo, 
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Eau, as if sudrfenly seized with a spirit of impatience 
to have his revenge upon his brother, ran to meet him. 
What mdescribable horrOT must now enter the minds 
and hearts of Jacob's party ! Surely they expect do 
other than to see him fall a victim lo his brother's 
rage. When, to the astonishment of both parties 
E^n fills on his brother Jacob's neck, and kisses 
mm. ' And they wept." 

What power on earth, we ask. couid have brought 
about a diange Uke this ? Compare,] with this the 
changms of tlic order of llm material universe is as 
nothing. Only one ajiiwer can be given, and that is 
the omnipotejicy o( iiraycr. In olhcr words, Jacob's 
dehveranee is the result of the operation of God's 
power in answer to his efiectiial fervent praver The 
foUowmg prayer offered by Jacob on the' previous 
Qifiht IS the best explanation of this remarkable 
victory : 

" And Jacob said, God of my fitber Abraham, and 

God of my father Isaac, the I^rd which saidst unto me 
Return unto thy crnmtry, and lo lliy kindred and I 
will deal well with tliee : I iun not worthy of tbeleasl of 
all the mercies, and of aU the truth, which Thou hast 
shewed unto Thy servant ; for ivith my stafi I passed 
over this Jordan ; ^ind now I am beromc two kinds 
Deliver me, I pray Thee, from the band of my brother 
from the liaud of Esaii : lot I fear him. lest lie will 
aime and smite me, and the mother with Hie children 
And Thou saidst, I svill surely do thee good, and make 
Ihy seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be 
numbered for multitude. . , , And Jacob was left 
alone ; and there wrestled a man with bim until the 
hrcafcing of the day. And when he saw that he pre- 
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vailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his 
lhi(;li ; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was oxit of 
,joint, as he wreslled with him. And he said. Let me 
no, lor the day bteaketh. And he said, I will not let 
lliee go, except thou bless me. And he said unto him, 
Wlial is thy name ? And lie said, Jacob. And iic 
Huid, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but 
luruel : for as a prince hast tliou power with God and 
with men, and hast prevailed. And Jacob asked him, 
luid said. Tell me, 1 pray thee, thy name. And he said, 
Wlieiefore is it that thou dust ask after my name ? 
Andbehleh.fed him there " (Gen. xxxii. 5-2^1). 

We do not know of any word that more fully ex- 
presses the prayer of Jacob ths.n the word— -intense. 
[t is evident in this case that God a]lowe.d .Jaaih in 
liis prayer to stretch out more strainedly until all the 
puile was completely taken out of his nature. Not 
only so, but under the power of God, Jncob was able 
to pray and to Iwid on just fo long as the str^n was 
necossaiy, and that too in a very successful manner, 
otherwise it would never have been recorded, " Tliy 
name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel : for 
as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, 
and bast prevailed." Thus Jacob, who represented 
the lowest type of manhood, was suddenly caised to 
the highest place of power and dignity, and named 
Israel. Tire prophet Hosea, referring to this occasion, 
speaks of Jacob's prayer as a spiritual exercise, and 
not, as some suppose, merely physical. Hence it is 
recorded that " he bad power over the angel, and pre- 
vailed : he wept, and made supplication unto him " 
(Hos. xii. 4), 

Some fell us that Jacob did not wrestle at all ; 
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others say that he wrestled too long and put himsell 
under too greaf a strain. Tlie fault, however, itith 
too many of our prayers is the fact that tliey are s^o 
very brittle that they hn-.ik otf long before they get 
to straining- point. Some who know little or nolliing 
about agonising prayer say God does not i-eiiiiite it. 
Then it k certain He does not require our indolente or 
laziness. 

It is said of a certain youth, being in Uie lempie with 
Alexander, that, when offering incense to his god, a 
eoal fell fmm the golden censer oiv tu the youth's 
hand and burnt his wrist. The youth, considering 
what a sacred thing he was about, although he felt liis 
wrist burning, yet would not stir, hut continued to the 
end. Ought not this to shame those who sometimes 
allow mere trtfle.s to break ofE their conimuniou with 
God? 

We may learn, however, from Jacob's prayer that 
the place ol man's exfreme weakness is the place of 
God's supreme power, as well as that it affords a 
place for divine opportunity. So very few are williTig 
to be brought to a place of utter helplessness so as to 
learn like Jacob the usclessness of attempting to gel 
the -victory in our own strength. It is far easier for 
human nature to rely upon human might or wisdom 
than to come to a place of self-abasement and be 
willing that God alone shall be our deliverer. Paul, 
no doubt, liad readied, this point in his experience, 
when he exclaimed, " The sentence of death in our- 
selves, that we should not triLst in ourselves, but in God 
which raiseth the dead " (aCor, i. li). 

It was indeed a great miracle of mercy for Jacob 
when the Lord, in answer to his prayer, changed Uie 
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whole spirit and purpose of his brother Esau towarils 
iiim, so tliat suddenly matters were made right between 
Lhcm. But the display of God's power in the sancti- 
licntion of Jacob's, inner life, in the taking away, as it 
were, the twist out of his nature, far outranked the 
lormer transaetioi!, because in this, the latter case. 
It removed -the real cause of all the trouble and raised 
him to the position ol a prince, a ruler with God, and 
no transfigured his hfe that ever afterward Jacob 
Tensitined a superior initn. 

It is here, more especially, where tlie victory on the 
ilivinc side comes m. One touch of the Almighty's 
grace when Jacob came into vital contact with Tlira 
immediately withered up all his subtlety and carnality. 
Uli to this time, Jacob's chief supplication was, " De- 
liver me, I pray Thee, from the hand of my brother." 
I hit the Lord led him to see that his greatest need was 
111 be delivered from Ids deceitful self — the Jacob, 
Uie supplanter, the schemer. We repeat, if is more 
than likely that circuni'-tances had been allowed to 
lead up to the highest point in the experience ol Jacob 
ill order to induce liim io make a full and glad surrender 
and to afford an opportunity for a work to be wrought 
In his heart that would be a greater praise to the 
triumph of the Redeemer's grace than if He bad created 
a now world. This we may gatlier from the fact that 
on three ottasions, when reference is made to the above 
transaction. He, the Loid, is spoken of as the mighty 
God of Jacob [see Gen. xhx. 24 ; Ps. csKsii. a and 5). 
Thus atlthe glory of this wonderful operation both m 
the inward and the outward deliverance of Jacob is 
ascribed, as it should be, to the Lord Himself, 
lliere has been a lime in the espcrience of most of us 
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when, if the name of Jan^ob was mentioned, we were 
tempted to look upon him as no other fban a trickslei-, 
3 supplanter, or, as one who had taken advajifage 
of his brother, and possessing guile enough to have 
played the same trick upon a thousand other* were the 
opporlunity given. But now, since we have learnt 
lo look upon hhn from this transhgurod side of his 
chajacter, we see a man radiant with the presence of 
God, 

Some we have known appear to be so well ac- 
quainted with flje faults and failings of their brofhren 
that they have (aileil to discover or to recognise !Iip 
nobler qualities possessed by such men as Jacob, and 
others of his type. Nor would thej- trouble themselves 
to know anytliing about the spiritual slniggles, or the 
days and nights spent by such in agonising prayer ni 
order to get a complete victory over their faults. And 
should they by some moans get to hear of such a 
\<ictory, the possibility is that it will soon be forgotten. 
So that in Viiin, as far as they are concerned, has a 
Jaeob, a David, or a Peter emerged triumphant in his 
struggles. The worldly, the lukewarm Christian, will 
still point to the dark .shadow that has passed. But it 
is to bo fearfd that many of this clasa have never 
experienced a real spiritual Waterloo in their lives. 
That IS to say, theyhave never been brought under tiie 
convicting p<)wer of the Holy Spirit in a way so as to 
lay vjoknt hands on their own pride and sloth and 
unbelief, or sought to put to death the Agag of their 
oivn hearts. Possibly, they hive never spent a solid 
hall-hour in real agonising jiraypr since tlie day they 
were bom. Satan is quite aware of this and can there- 
fore afford to lot them alone, whereas he will biing 
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Ills heaviest artillery to bear upon those who ace skilled 
111 the weapon of prevailing prayer. As a matter of 
fiLL'.t he will not leave a stone unturned in order, if 
jKisHible, to overthrow the faith of such as have joined 
Uir. ranks of spiritual intercessors. But, God be 
praised, the prayers of such as approach God thi-ough 
liiitb m the Redeemer's merits, and in reliance 
upon the Holy Spirit, shall come oif more than 
contiuerors. 

Some one asked the Rev. Dinsdale Young: if il was 
[jobsible for any one who had sinned as David did 
li> be called a man after God's own heart. " Yes," 
said Mr. Voung, "if he repents like David." The same 
is tiue with reference to Jacob. 

We have a remarkable reference to the reward of 
riiillsfalness in this duty given in Hosea, namely. 
" .luiiah yet ruleth with God, and is faithful with 
the saints" (IIos. xi. li). Dr. Adam Clarke, in his 
nrmimentary on the above verse, says, " There is an 
allusion here to Gen. xxxii. 24, when Jacob wrestled 
with the angel and his name was changed to Israel, one 
that ruleth with God. That glory Isiael lost through 
idolatry, but Judah still retains the true worsliip, and 
so deserves the name Lsracl." It is evident, however. 
Ihat Jacob as an individual retained the name Israel, 
and wjis not a whit behind the miglitiest of God's 
intercessors, and because of this, his puccess in the 
power of prevailing prayer, his God-given name 
Israel is left on everlasting record, "Jacob, with all 
his mistake," says the late C. H Spurgeon, " T^-as a 
master in the art of prayer." We talk about our 
battles of Waterloo, Sebastopol. Mons, the Somme, 
etc., but the spiritual battles won at Jabbok, Mount 
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Canud. Gethsemsjis, and other placCE, like the Upper 
Room Prayer-meeting, have done, and tt'iil do, in- 
finitely more to change the destiny of nationp and 
to bring about imivetsal peace and righteousness than 
all the Iwttles ever won by carnal weapons. 

Dh, the wonderful possibihties that are placed at 
the disposal of those who, throURh llie Spirit of all 
grace, have become wrestling Jatob,* and prevailing 
Israels] This privileg;e, dear reader, is yftiirs, even 
though your lot be cast among the poor and despised 
<i( earth and thou thyself looked upon as a worm and 
no man. Yet il then liaat learned to clami thv f'lU 
inheritance in the Spirit of grace and supplication, 
thou too maye5t become a spiritual force which, under 
God, may set in motion a glorious revival that shall 
turn multitudes from sin to righteousness, the in'Huence 
of which, as in the case of Jacob, may give an inspira- 
tion to the pmyor-liie of untold millions. Volumes 
have been written and multitudes of sermons have 
been preaclied all down tlirough the ages and in all 
parts of the world on the subject o( Jacob'.s prevailing 
power in prjiyer and intercession. It is evident that 
00 man unacquainted with tie value and power of 
prayer, who lacks faith ur power of intensity, can 
ever expect to prevail mightily witb Gftd ;is Jacoli 
did. On this point one of our ablest writers remarked 
that Jacob in prayer became so potent that he over- 
came Omnipotence. He was so mighty that he over- 
came the Almighty (Gen. xxxii. 28 ; Hos. xii. 4). Nor 
can we deny, as stated by Mr. Spurgeon, that God had 
bound His own hands by His truth and His promise, 
" I will do thee good." Tbis is the secret of all great 
prayer leaders who in tlie past have been mighty 
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llirough God in the pulling down of strongholds. Like 
,|iiciib, they have learnt to base their petitions upon the 
iintaiiing Word of God. May the mighty God of 
Jjicob raise up a multitude of such prayci- leaders for 
the present and for the time to come I 
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CHAPTER IV 
MOSES' SUCCESSFUL PEEAYER-LIFE 

" And Mm« rttiimed unto the Lord, aod s«id, Oh. thia people 

bav? Euui^d a great aa, uid bave made them gods of gold. ¥ft 
now, ifThou wilt forgive [heir sin— ; and If no [.blot ine, T pray Thee, 
OHfiLif TIty took which TlxfliTifliit-wr|ttflii."—E\. kjlbil. 31, 33. 

NEARLY the whole of Church [iistory funiishos 
■us i^hh. some cematkable examples of the 
power of prevailing pnaycr — examples which should 
encourage us to lay hold of God's strength m the 
exercisse of this important duty. Moreover, the Bible 
teems with promises which arc backed up with testi- 
monies oi God's faithfulness in atiswer lo the earnest 
pleadings of His people. Therefore it is possible, 
by these, and by the help we may derive fnmi the 
following examples, to prove the omnipotence of 
prayer in a m;Lnner we have never yet dreamed, and 
should cause us thereby to let go all our doubts with 
regard to its reality and powci\ 

It will be remembered, when Moses was on Mounl 
Sinai, that the children ol L^rael quickly turned aside 
from the commandments ot the Lord, and committed 
a great sin in that they made themselves gods of gold. 
Because of this, God purposed to cut them off as a 
nation. As it is written, " And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Go, get thee down ; for thy people, whicli thou 
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hroughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted 

themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of 
tlie way which 1 commanded them : they have made 
tltcro a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have 
HFLcrifieed thereunto, and said. These be thy gods, O 
Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of 
i:/;vpf' And the Lord said unto Moses, I have seen 
llii'7 people, and behold, it is a stiSnecked people" 
[lix. xxxn. 7-[j). 

It IS beheved thai from the moment Moses received 
the tidings from the Lord that Israel had sinned in 
makmg them a golden calf to worship, he became so 
overwhelmed with giiet that straightway he began 
to pour out his soul to God in prayer and supplication. 
And ao fervently and eoctitiuuu'-iv did he plead and 
make intercession in order to avert the doom of the 
iiEitioii, that tho purpo^i; of Gtid with regard to the 
rebellious Israelites was prevented, and the Almighty 
was compelled lo cxelaim : "Now dieitfoce let Me 
alone, that My wrath may wax hot against them, and 
tli:it I may con.'iiime them : iind I will make of thee a 
gi-eat nation. And Moses besought the T.ord his God, 
and said. Lord, why doth Thy wrath wax hot against 
Thy people, which Thou hast brought forth out of the 
land of Egypt with gruat power, and with a mighty- 
hand? Wheiefore should the Egyptians speak, and 
say. For mi^iief did He bring them out, to slay them 
ill the mountains, and to consume them from the face 
of the earth ? Turn from Thy hetce wrath, and repent 
of this evil against Thy people. Remember Abraham, 
Isaac, and Israel, Tliy servants, to whom Thou swarest 
by Thine own h.elf, ynd saidst imto them. 1 will multiply 
your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land thdt 
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I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they 
shafl inherit it for ever " (Ex.sxxii, 10-13). 
The prayers ant] intercessions of Moses liad so 

mightily prevailed before his leaving the Mount tliat 
the exeeution of divine wrath was withheld until he 
had gone down and become fully acquainted with the 
facts o! ihe case, and knew for himself the extent of 
the sin ; " And Moses tiitned, and went down from 
the mount, and the (wo fables of the testimony were in 
his hand : ihe fables were written on both thcit sides ; 
on the one side and od the other were they ^vritten. 
And the tables were the work of God, and the writing 
was the writing; ol God, gruven upon the tables. . . . 
And it came to pass, as soon a.s he came nigh unto 
ihe carap, tluit he saw the call, and the dancing : atjd 
Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out ol 
his hands, and brake them beneath the mount, .'ind 
he took the calf which Oiey had made, and burnt it 
in tlie fire, and ground it to powder, and strawcd it 
upon the water, and made the children of Israel drink 
fj[ it ... And it came to pass on the morrow 
that Moses .said unto the people. Ye have smncd a 
great sdn : and now 1 wiH go up unto the Lord ; pcr- 
adyeuture I shall make an atonement for your sin " 
lEx. KKxii. iS-30). 

It is evident that while Moses had not lost heart 
becaiise ol the wilful rebellion of the children of Israel, 
yet it is apparent that his knowie-Jge of the esoeediiiK 
sinfulness of their sin had wonderfully increased his 
sympathy with the Almighty. In other words, he 
could now see what he had not been able to see before ; 
that is, the greatness of God's goodness in not allowmg 
His wrath suddenly to oyertake them. 
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Furthermore, we notice that on the return of Moses 
from the mount, bis mtereession takes quite another 
turn. He now makes a special acknowledgment of 
their sin ; as it is recorded, " And Moses returned unto 
the Lord, and said. Oh, tliis people have smned a great 
sin, and have Tnade them gods of gold." It is possible 
that the tidings with reference to the manner of their 
transgression had so surprised and shoeked him, that 
for a while he was quite imabla to grasp the magnitude 
of their sin. Bur after liis going do\%Ti and witnessing 
[01 himself the facts, it seemed that tlie knowledge 
of the greatness of fhRir sin grew rapidly upon lum. 
II must have been an unspeakable blessing to Moses 
that the tidings of their transgression came to Mm 
when he was upon the mount in divine communion ; 
otherwise it is posrfble that he would have been com- 
pletely crushed and incapacitated. 

On the arst occasion it appears that Moses was able 
to draw sufficient argument' for his intercession from 
the covenant of God with Israel. But what can he 
now say, seeing that he has witnessed for himself the 
fact that they had broken their covenant with God 
and h^id allowed their sin to come between Him and 
His covenant with them. We may ask, Where CiUi 
Moses now turn for a single promise in their favour i 
or find a suitable argument on which to base a single 
petition tor their deliverance ? Moses i.s con.scious of 
the fact that there is not a man in ail Israel upon whom 
he could rely, or who would be accepted to j oin hun in 
the ministry of intercession. Even his own brother, 
Aaron tiie high priest, had yielded to the temptation 
and shared in the transgresaon. Therefore it fell 
entirely to Moses to liU the gap and to find sufficient 
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grounds upon whidi to plead so as to prevail with 
God, and avert the nation's doom 

Here, we linil Moses lace to face with a crisis in many 
respects equal to a thousand battles in one. But it 
is not the first time he has been piil into a strait, 
as wa5 the case when Israel was walled in between the 
Egj-ptians on Ihe one hand and the Red Sea on the 
other. But God iu tlieir extremity made a path 
Oiroiigh the sea. On the present occasion ho feels 
that he is walled in, as It were, with a rebellious people 
on the one hand and the wreath of an offended God on 
the other. 

Akeady, as wc have noticed. Moses had exhausted 
every strong argument in Ihcir favimr. There is only 
one hope icit. It that fails, then all must fail with it. 
That is, the hope of forgivenes-t in the eshausfless 
and unmerited mercy of a loving God, II justice 
reipiires a sacrifice before such mercy can be granted, 
then Moses is quite willing to give him.seK up as a 
sacrifice for their sate. In manifesting this spirit 
Moses was like the Apostle Paul, who in later years 
testified that he had continual sorrow of heai-b for 
Israel, and said, " For I could wish myself accurstd 
Irom Christ for ray brethren, my kinsmen according 
to the flesh (Rom. ix. 3). 

Constrained by tlie power of omnipotent love, Moses 
again pour; out his soul to God in supplication on 
Israel's behalf and says, " Yet now, if Thou ivilt 
forgive their sin— ] and if not, blot rae, I pray Tlice, out 
of Thy book whidi Thou hast written." The prayei- 
of Moses in this case was so intense that he was 
prepared to make the gieatost possible sacrifice. lie 
practically said, ' ' Never mind me ; put rae out of Thy 
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promise, out of Thy coveniint. Blot me, I pray 
Thee, out of Thy book, but forgive Israel their sin." 

Yes, brethren, we. may learn from tlii^ that real 
effectuid fer^fent prayer will be sure to cost us some- 
thing— possibly mtxcb. Judging from the divine record, 
the effectual prayers of the past have cost blood and 
agony and rivers of tears. It'j succe^^, however, as 
we have noticed elsewhere, is stamped with the divine 
certainty, namely, " it avaiieth much." This is 
confirmed in the Book of Psalms ; as i( is written 
concerning this event, "Therefore He said that Ho 
would destroy them, had not Moses His chosen stood 
before Him iti the breach, to turn away Hift wrath, 
le:,t He iliould destroy them " (Ps. cvL 33). 

Oh, to reach such a point of spiritual intercession 
as to he able to stand in the breach before the Almighty 
Crod, and by our intense pleading bind His wratli and 
liold back llis omnipotent power ; refusing, like Moses, 
to relax our hold ujhui tlic arm of God until we have 
conquered Him by our agonising, mtensified, believing 
prayer ! ' 

But such prevailing prayers can be made possible 
only where they are steeped in the atoning merits of 
jesus Christ, and where there is perfect reliance upon 
tbe Holy Sphit, who " maketh intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered." And when this 
is fully realised, and our petitions have their roots 
ill God's boundles;; love and mercy and compassion, 
our prayers will become an irr^istible force. So 
effectual were the prayers of Moses that Israel's sin oE 
idolatry was forgiven and the nation's doom averted. 

Yet on a second occasion, althougli it was mora 
than a year later, we find that Israel, through their 
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own wilful rebellion, had again brought themselves 
under the divine displea5ure and were iji Ihe same 
danger of bcbg wiped out. By tiieir constant murmur- 
iags and their slownes? of heart to Iwlievc, they shut 
themselves out of llie Promised Laud. " And the 
Lord said unto Mosis, How long will this people 
provoke Me, . . . for aJl tlie sign3 which I have sliowti 
among them ? 1 will smite them with the pesfileoce, 
and disinherit them, and will make of thee a Kieater 
nation and mistier than they " (Niitin. xiv. ii, 12). 

Such an offer of promotion, coming as it did from 
God Himself a second time, and mider such ciroum- 
stanees, must have been a specinl test to Mases. 
Doubtless angels, jirincipalilies, and powers were 
deeply interested and possibly buked on witli wonder, 
longing to know the effect which this second ofier of 
promotion will have upon Moses, cipecially considering 
that the luture hDi>e, or the present doom ut the 
Israelites, wholly depended upon lii^ decision. Moses 
is well aware that it he accepts tlli^ present offer, he 
will not only be greEitly promoted, but it will com- 
]j|etely release him from the dreary task of having to 
return to the wilderness, the experience of which had 
already vexed his righteous soul ; and it is only natural 
to suppose that Moses will remember the former 
occa,sion, when he refused to accept the first oficr to be 
placed at the iiead of a mighty nation. And with 
legaid 111 the Israelites, thcmvi fiances had gro\™ 
considerably worse instead of bettct, so that we might 
expect that he would grasp at this second opportunity. 
Surely this is indeed an awful crisis In the life of Hoses, 
and one which compels him to act. 
God's wratli for Israel's sin has already waxed hot, 
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and Moses is conscious that he has not a moment to 
lose. Notwithstanding, however, he would take Inne 
to thinlt sobeiiy, so as to act wisely. No doubt he 
feels that he must show the highest regard to Him who 
had condescended to make him such a transcendent 
nrfer It is not a matter that can be treated lightly, 
God never throws His Gift or offers of promotion to 
any one. Had Moses been an otScc-seeker, or had he 
some special amliition for greatness, now was his 
opport>inity. To have an offer of a large chuich 
with a more influential congregation, and to have the 
stipend doubled and trebled, falls infinitely short of an 
oifer like this. Dr. F. B. Meyer, speaking with refer- 
ence to this event, says, " There are few greater 
passages in the whole of the Bible than that in which 
Moses puts away the testing sufSfStion as iinpossrble." 
While the raind of Moses is reverting to the past 
events, he will remember the special sacrifice he 
willinely made for his brethren long years before, when, 
by faith, as it is WTltlen, " Moses when be was come to 
years ret-n-sed to be tailed the son oi Phaiaoh's daughter, 
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God than to enjoy the pleasures of sm for a season. 
He will also remember how he was graciously accepted 
by God as a leader and commander of His people 
Israel These and many otlier thills that had tran- 
spired during his espetieace with them would rosh 
into his mind and heart in a way which is only possible 
for such as have passed through a similar experience to 
understand, "^et there can be no doubt but that 
the recollections of the experience Moses had passed 
through with them bound him to them like a three- 
fold cord. 
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But the thing which carried the greatest wGieht 
witii him, and wliicli had the fiftcct above aU others of 
causmg him to dcoline the offer of promotion, was the 
character of God. IIow cCT,id he think of ;icccptins 
a higher position if thereby God's character would l>e 
at stake and His Name blasphemed among tlie heathen 
Besides Ihi?, he woQld hear the wailing of a nation's 
doom and the cry of a lost lirael. Moses knew tliat 
It was impossible lor him to accejrt the offor that 
had been made him wiUio„t arascnting tlmt Israel 
be blotted out. And what would «en Heaven 
Itself be to lum, much less a place at the head of :,. 
great and imghtier nation, if Israel be lo'it and the 
nation blotted o„t. This, together with his greiLt 
'°ff^. ,^™ ^^'^ charaoier, canied the day, and com- 
psUcd Moses to decide in Israel's favour. 

Heian. we believe, lies the tme secret of hh fervMil 

and efiectual prayers. The more we sludy the life 

and character of Mo.es, llie more we are struck widi 

the true greatness of his character, so that it misht 

.be said ol him that which had special reference to 

-aiiotlier namely. ("Thy gentleness hath made me 

' great. ( JJul, on the oflier hand, the more we study the 

life and character of the Cliildren of Israel as a rmtion 

the more we are likely to be disappointed. If „e 

carefully follow their history wc soon leain that they 

had smiicd ahnost against every attribute of God and 

humanity .^d this, too, in spite of the fact (hat 

Ijod had wrought miracle after miracle. He had 

spread for them a table iii the wilderness and fed 

them w;ith manna from heaven. Besides this, He gave 

His Spmt to guide them. Hi,, mercy to ]>^,rdon them, 

iii! providence to support then,, and His grace to 
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preserve them. Yet they constantly moi-inurial 
against God Emd against Moses and against Aaron, 
the Saint of God ; yea, they despised the pleasant 
land, they believed not HLs word ; therefore He lifted 
up His hand against them. But for the prayers of 
Moses, His servant, they would have been wiped out 
[dtogethcr. 

We have a number of cases of self-sacrificing love 
given in different portions of Scripture and Church 
history, but, apart Irom the Man, Christ Jesus, there 
are none to excel Moses, Tt is because this spiiit 
so dominated his whole being lliat he wiis ready to 
risk anything for the benefit of others. Moreover, we 
must remember that it was for a people who did not 
appreciate his self-sacrificing love, butrelielled against 
him and had also lajeeted him and said one to another, 
" Let ns make a Captain and let us return to Egypt." 
Moses was fully aware that they were guilty of all this, 
and infinitely more, at the time he lefused God's offer. 
In addition to IhLs tliere yet remained the fact that 
God will be inquired of by Moses before Israel can 
cntertahi any hope of their deliverance. But a man 
like Moses, who had endured so imitli, who by iiis 
gentle yet heroic spirit had triumphed over so many 
difficulties, and had pi-evailed so mightily, can stUl be 
relied upon to pray effectually. But in this case, as 
in tlie former, Moses is entirely shut up to God's un- 
merited mercy Therefore, he again, in reliance upon 
God's infinite compasaon, pleads most intensely on 
Israel's behalf, and says, " Pardon, I beseech Thee, the 
iniquity of this people according to the greatness of 
Thy mercy, and as Thou hast forgiven this people, 
from Eg^'pt even until now. And iho Lord said, I 
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tiave pardoned them jccoi-ding to thy word " (Num. 

HIV, ig-20). 

Nq (loiibt it was an unspeakable bles5ing to Hoses 
personally as well as to tlie people of Israel ttiat he 
met every crisis by which he was confronted iti the 
spirit of prevailing prayer. Because of this the 
escceding great and lieayy trials which otherwise 
would have crushed him, otJy had the clloct of call- 
ing out the best and noblest qualities which hitherto 
had been deeply buried within the soul of ttiis great 
intercessor. 
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CHAPTER V 
HAXNAH'S INTENSIFIED PKAYKR 

" ADd It canie to pass, is s]ie contLuucd pcayuift before the Lopd. 
. . T have poared out myKiiilbel'oTPthtLcnu).". -[ ^»w. i. ix-ij. 

IT is toTisidered that Hannah, the mother of 
Samuel, takes the foremost place, in the whole 
o^ the Old Testament Scriptures, among women who 
ate noted for their personal piety and fervency in 
prayer. Like our Divine Lord and Master when in the 
Cardo), Hannah's prayer was wrung from a soul that 
was ovei-whelmcd with grief, the burden oi which had 
been increasing as a result of cruel mocking which she 
had lieen tailed to endure from Petiinnah. Year by 
year she went up to the House of the Lord. As it is 
recorded, " She was in bLtlemess of soul iuid prayed 
unto the Lord and wept sore." 

Children among the Jewish women were regarded 
as a blessing from the Lord, and the withholding of 
them was looked UjHsn as a token of (^►d's displeasure. 
Hannah's disappointment in this direction, together 
with the constant provocations "he received from 
Peninnah, added greatly to the trial of lier faith. Yet 
her deepest concern was not so much that slie might 
have a child as that she might have a soul that she 
could train up for God. Realising, as she did, the 
auful, baclislidden condition of God's chosen people 
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l3ra«l, it is quite poEsiblB that while encouraRed by [i 
prophetical spirit she would not consider if a thing 
incredible that God would give her a son wonliy ol 
iiiiiDg ii pi-ophef's place, and &nch els would be able 
to restore a backslidden nation to ite wotshi]j of the 
only tviie God. Undei- these circiimslancca her only 
resonrce was to go to Him in a bumble spirit oi Ipcvent 
prayer. 

We have remarkable evidence of Hannah's genuine 
iriety in tlie calm and gentle spirit she manifested when 
she was misjudged and falsely accused by the prophet 
Eli of being drunl;, She did not use railing accusa- 
tions against him as she might have done. She was, 
therefore, .soon able to convince him that the silent 
movement of her lips wa? not the result of strong drinls, 
but rather it was her trouble of heart and sortoivful 
spirit whidi had led her to jiour out her soul Ijelore 
tlje Lord. Nor did she go unansweicd, but, as it is 
written, " The woman went her way and did cat, and 
her countenance was no more sad." So that her long 
night of sonow was soon followed by a morning of joy 
and gladness, seeing thai her heart rejoiced in the 
Lord, 

Hannah's prayer was definite and she received a 
definite answer. She bare a son and calleri liis name 
Samuel, saying, " Because I have asked bim of the 
Lord." Her prayer was intensified by her trouble, but 
tho real secret of her succ^s was her inward devotion 
and her unselfish desire in her petitions. She praj'ed 
at a point of agony, but her voice was not heard because 
she prayed in her heart. Moreover, she vowed a vow 
unto the Lord that slie would give the chUd to the Lord 
all the rlays of hb life. Therefore Samuel was conse- 
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crated and "blessed of the Lord before he was bom. 
" Haimah," says a noted writer, " is an instance of 

(iod's (orerunning grace, the grace that blesses ns 
even before we see tlie light of the world, that blesses 
um ancestry, our homes, parents, and liindred — the 
grace that sanctifies us by a mother's piety and by the 
prayers ottered to God before she knows a mother's 
]oy." 

God's best men and women have been raised by a 
mother's prayers and vows, and a faliier's solemn 
consecration. Blessed indeed is the life of a man or 
woman, boy or girl, who has been heralded into the 
worldnot only bypiiinbut alsoby prayei' — their advent 
prefaced by Lhe hand of a father or mother lajdng hold 
upon God. 

It Is paid that the true seci'ct of greatness is often 
traced to a mother's prayers and pergonal piety. 
Little perhaps did Monica think of what an unspeak- 
able ble^ing would follow lier long years of agonising 
prayers for the conversion of hei son Augustine, and 
the use (Jod would make oi him in after yeiir^ for His 
cause and Kingdom. When Mofiat's mother pleaded 
with him to accept Christ as his Saviour, she never 
thought tliat God in answer to her prayers would fill 
his renewed soul with such ama^jng j-x^al lor the 
salvation of the heathen, and crown bis labours with 
such abundant success. It is said that John Newton 
learned to pray at his mother's knee, and such was the 
influence of her life upon his mind that, although she 
was called to her Heavenly Home before her son John 
was eight years of age, in later years, when at sea 
and in the midst of dangers, his agonising prayer was, 
" My mother's God, Thon God of Mercy, have mercy 
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upon Hie." The prayer was heard, Md from the time 
ol his convcrBum the Qime <i( Jolin Newton has 
been honoured in the churches. It was through 
Newton that Thomas Scott, the commentator, wa-; 
led to Christ ; aJso Wilbcrforcc, the champion of the 
emaudpaiion o( slavery and Ike autlior oi Pratlical. 
Vie^n of Chrislianily, which led Lcgh Richmond iato 
the ministry of Christ. President Edwards, Bishop 
Hall, Philip Henry, Hoolter, Payson, Doddridge, and 
the Wesleys all had praying mollieis, to which through 
God they attributed the secret of their success. 

When I was a littie boy," said a verv noted man, 
"my mother used to bid me kneel beside her, and placed 
her hand tipon ray head while she prayed. Eefore I 
was old enough io know her worth, ?he died, and I wa-s 
left to my own guidance. Lilie others, I wa.s inclined 
to evil passions, but often felt myself checked, and, 
as it were, drawn back, by a soft hand upon my head. 
"When a young man. I travelled in foreign lands and 
was exposed to many temptations, but wlien i would 
have yielded, that same hand was upon my head and 
I was saved. I seemed to feel its pre-tsure as in th& 
days ot my happy childhood, and sometimes there 
came with, it a solemn voice saying, ' Do not this 
great wickedness, my son, andsin against God.' " 

In a diary of a Christian mother was inscribed this 
record : " Tills morning I rose very early to pray for 
my children, especially that ray sons may be ministers 
and missionaries of Jesus Christ," Her life corre- 
sponded with her piety, and her influence upon her 
children was blessed. Her prayers on their belialf 
^vere abundantly answered. Her eight children were 
all trained up for God. Five of ber soils became 
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ministers and missionaries of Jesus Christ, and the 
others are wdl-knowTi in the Christian Church, 

It is recorded in the life of Mrs. Winslow that she 
determined with God's blessing that eveiy one of her 
family should ap[>ear with her at God's right hand. 
She wrestled long in prayer ; but not in vain, for 
she had the joy of seeing each of them brought to a 
knowledge of the Saviotir. 

No douht such prayers as those to which we have 
called attention, when answered 50 abmidantly, are 
must encouraging and should prove an inspiration to 
Christian parents to contiottc in prayer for then- 
unsaved cliildrcn. We must admit that the example 
of Hannah is by far the wisest and most successful, 
iiiasmiicSf as she prevailed witli God on behalf of her 
son even in advance of his birth. That is, she had 
given bim to the service of tlie Lord so that the very 
threshold of his life should be devoted to God in 
advance of the threefold enemy. Because oi this, 
Samuel not only had a good start but an early start. 

Youth in any pliase is considered a period when 
mind and heart are most open to impression and are 
most receptive. But youth in Samuel's case was 
associated with the highest privileges, namely, the 
prayers and influence o[ a piou.s niothet, and supple- 
mented by the grace, power, and promise of a covenant- 
keeping God. Besides, bis being called to minister 
before the Loid would afford a good opportunity for 
the growth and development of the germs of holy 
thoughts, inasjnuch as liis mind would he occupied 
with thoughts of holy things. What a comfort to 
know that God does not withhold His saving grace 
from chUdrcu until they are of mature years, but rather 
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He includes them in His love even from theit earlic-il 
moments. But it may be asked. Why was Samuel 
chosen from among all the other thousiindi of boys 
who were in Isriipl ? In |-ejjly to which we would say 
that while we do not loss sight o( God's sovereign iy 
and HLs Covenant oi grace, we mu5t talie into accoimt 
what wc have already called attention to, namely, 
a pious mother'^ ]»rai'ers and hec godly training. 
Therefore we arc not surprised that it is recorded that 
" the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both 
with the Lord, and also with jneri " [i Sam. li. 36). 
Moreover, as we read in i Sam. iii. it) ■ " And Samuel 
grew, and the Lord was with him, and did let none of 
his words fall to the ground And all Israel kneiv 
that Samuel was established to he a prophet oi thi^ 
Lord," Tliis impUed that he not only grew in stiturc 
and in physical strength, but he also grew in divine 
grace and wisdom, Therefore he soon became equipped 
fully for hi^ service for God and the .state. But 
especially was there given to him a full measuro of the 
spirit [i( grace and supplication, so that. like Hannah, 
his mother, he soon liecarae niigbty in tie ministry of 
prayer " Moses and Aaron among Ms priests, and 
Samuel among them that call upon the name of the 
Lord, and He answered them" (Ps. loix. fi). 

Though Samuel was a prophet, yet he was mighty 
ys a Pnest, Because of this he was able to bimg down 
great blessing upon God'i people, Israel. At the time 
Samuel was called to take diaige of the prophetic 
offtce, Israel had got into a very corrupt condition, 
A kind of spiritual death had settled down upon the 
nation. It was several hundred years after the death 
of Moses when Samuel wa.s called to taise the place of 
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VM. Tlie priesthood had become demoralked ; the 

]n:op]t: were given up to idolytry ; what iittle religion 
n'lnained w-is notldng mote thn.n a. nifire form , the 
spirit and power of it was gone and the glory of the 
Lord had departed. Under circuin^tancps such as 
Ihcw, Srimud, by the aid of di\dne grace, sEt out to 
T"i;voliitioTi.ise tilings so that once more the Name of Lhe 
Lord and spiritual woriifiip might become a felt power 
in the land, But men and women had Ij^xome so 
engrossed i^nth material things, and so dead to the 
Hpirittial, tliat it required nothing sluut of the breath 
fif the Almighty to arouiie tlieni Samuel, however, 
did not fail to chacge tlie House of Israel with having 
departed from the worsliip of the living God ; and 
huch wasthe wi^dam and power given to hmi to grapple 
with these wrongdoings that the children of I:^rael were 
soon made willing to acknowledge that they held aimicd 
;ig!iin=jt the Lord. 

Indeed, -so great was Samuel's success, through God, 
on this occasion that the whole oity was chiinged by a 
fjenuine revival. " The childrea of Israel did put away 
Baalim and Ashtaroth and served the 1-ord only." 
And Samuel said, " Gather all the children of Israel to 
Miapah and I wilf pray ior you unto tlic Lord," and it 
is reoorde;] ; " Wlien the Philistines heard that the 
children of Israel were gathered together to Mizpah, 
the lord.^ nf the Philistines went up against Israel. 
And when the children of Israel heard it, they were 
afraid of the PhiHstines. And the children of Israel 
said unto SaTniiel, Cease not to cry unto thu Lord 
our GotI for iis, that He will save us out of the hand of 
the Philistines. And Samuel tool: a ■^uc1:ing lamb, 
andolferedit for a hujnt-orfering wholly unto the Lord : 
5 
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and Samuel cried unto the Lord for Israel ; and the 
Lord heard him. And as Samuel was offering tip the 
biirnt-otierinB, the Philistines drew near to battle 
against Israel ; but the Loid thundered with a great 
thunder on that day upon the Phdistines, and dis- 
comfited them ; and tliey were smitten before Israel " 
[i Sam. vii. 4-10). 

But it must be ever remembered tbat the Israehles 
did not get the victory over their enemies until after 
they had a revival among themselves. It is a great 
iiiiblLLko to Ihnik that revivals only take place among 
the ungodly ; for revival m the outer circles depends 
greatly upon the spiritual temperature of the inner 
circles of the Church. The revival under the ministry 
of Samuel was principally In answer to bis fervent 
prayers. He agonised viitii God in secret before lie 
BKhorted in public. Notwithstanding the personal 
wrong tliat had been done to him he ]iourcd out his 
soul to God on Iheir behalf, and his piaver wa-i 
abundantly answered. It hi, however, a matter of the 
highest importance that wc recognise the fact that 
Samuel's prayers were associated with sacrifice. Had 
he not taken the lamb and offered it " for a burnt- 
oifering wholly unto the Lord," he would not have 
complied with the conditions which ai-e necessary to 
make prayer a success. All prayers, in order to be 
effectual, must gather then: inspiration not simply 
from the needs of the Church and miseries of a sinful 
world, but also from the great atoning sacrifice o( 
Jesus Christ. 

Unless onr petition? are based upon the merits ol 
His saoiiUce it will be in vain that we attempt to 
approach the Meicy-Seat. And it was not until 
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Samuel had offered up the lamb for a sacrifice that the 
r.-i>r(L " thundered with a greaf thunder." Nor was 
llii!^ the only time that the elements were coutrolleil 
lu auswei" to Samuel's prayers, a& may be seen in 
! Sam. xii. 18. 

But the greatest blessing associated with his prayera 
WE15 that tliey brought, as it were, a fre^h vision of God 
befoie the minds of the children of Israel and therefore 
[H'omoted ii great moral and spiritual re-\-ival which had 
fhc; efTect ol elevating their character and religious 
standard as a nation, ajnd caused them to magnifv 
the name of the Lord and esait His name before thfir 
enemies. And it was said, " The hand of the Lord was 
yguinsl the Philistines all the days of SamueL" More- 
over, when Israel put away their strange godis and 
liirneiE to the Lord with all theii' hearts, it brought 
manifold more power and inspiration into the pravens 
and intercessions of Samuel ; seeifi£ that this act of 
entire spiritual surre odcr and absolute devotion brought 
Lhe whole army of Israel into leHowship with Samuel 
in his loyalty to the service of God. 

While it is irue that one man who knows how toptay 
and make iutercession in the Spirit has far more i^wer 
with God than a whole host of half-hearted ones, it 
is nevertheless a glorious fact that the prayers of ;i 
sanctified host, when of one heart and soul, become 
irresistible. Paul the Apostle, and, inileed, all who 
have been great prayer leaders, have proved more or 
less the reality of this. And because this wjs so on 
this occasion, the Philistines came against a great 
army of spiritual intercessors, such as were uncon- 
querable ; because m recognition of their obedience and 
fervency in prayer, the Lord Himseli fought for them. 
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But the most remarkible thing associated with the 
leiitoration and transformation of the chiJdren of 
rsrs.el referred to in tlie foregoing pages, is tiie fact 
tliflf fliey are all to be traced to a godly selt-saorifidiig 
motheTH to wliojn, in answer to her fer\'eiit prayers, 
was given a praying son. 

It is said that the nine children of Sev, and Mis. 
Scudder of India have givetf their livea to missionary 
service in that land— seven sons and two dauglatcrs. 
The only explanation is that given by Mr, Bcudder : 
" Tlie diiiihen were literalLy prayed into the Kingdom 
by their motlier." She was accustomed to 5pcnd the 
birthday of each child in prayer tor that child. 

Many years ago there was a Tiiotlier in Bomerville, 
N.J., whose son, a young man, had begun to lead a 
dissolute life. One evening slle begged Um not to 
spend Oial evening away from her, but he deelaied 
that he would. He said, " Mother, I am not going 
to be tied to yovir apron-string ; I am going to go." 
Tho mother rcpliod, " Please try and rcmemljcr 
every moment to-night, that until vou ci>rae back, I 
am going to be on my knees asking God to save you." 
The son, with a rude gesture and muttered oath, 
rushed from her presence, and spent the night in a 
shameful catOHsal. It was four o'clock in tlie morning 
when he got home. He bad managed to keep his 
mother out of his mind during his revelry. As he 
gilt to the liau5e he saw a light shining through the 
shutters. Looking in, he saw his mother on her knees 
and l}eard her pray, " God save my wandering boy." 

Going to his room, he threw himself on his lied, but 
coxdd not sleep. After a while he arose, then knelt 
down, aud it seemed to him that Christ's ]io\ver pro- 
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toeded from a room where his wrestling mother was 
])leading with God, and it led him to cry out, " God 
lie mcrcEful to me a sinner," Tliat very morning he 
was saved- 

The news of his salvation soon spread in the neigh- 
bourhood, and in three weeks from that time more than 
(wo hundred young people had been converted. This 
youngraan was the father of Dr. T, De WittTalmage. 



CHAPTKR VI 
THE EFFECTUAL FERVEKT PKAYKKS 01' BLl JAU 

" And ho piayad eanvrntly Ihjit k might no[ lain' and it rained 
not on llie earth hy the apace of Uiree >eiirs and ris mnnllit. And 
lie prnyed afiain, and Ihc licavpii ^a^H lajn, aod tha eaith brauplit 
lottlihet Jprnit."^JjiB. V 17, i6r 

IT L*i evident from what is writtfin concerning tjie 
events associaied wit)i the history of the prophet 
Elijah tliat God made use of the various trials and 
calatriitiE^ of his time to develop ui Inin, and tn 
demonstrate through him, to the Churdi and ta 
the world, the spirit anil jictwer of prevailing 
prayer. 

Ellas, as wo are told, " was a man subject to like 
passions as we are, aad he prayed earnestly that it 
might not rain : and It rained not on the earth by the 
space ot three years and six mootlis. And lie prayed 
again, and the heavengave rain, and the earth brought 
forth her fruit." 

Again we are told that Elijah eried unto the Loid 
and said ; " Lord, my God, bast Thou Irouglit evd 
upon the widow with whom 1 sujoum by sbiying her 
son ? And he stretched himself upon the child tliree 
limes, and cried imto the Lurd and said, Lord my 
God, I pray Thee, let this ohild's soul come into him 
again. And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah ; 
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Eiiid the soul of the child came into him again " 
(i Kings xvii. 20, 22). 

The following example of the same prophet's action 
is no less remarkable. Faith in the divine ability to 
answer prayer was Elijah's suprenie test by which 
he was ,tble to prove in a very satisfactory manner 
that Israel had again fallen into the sin of idolatry, 
and liad departed from the faith of the living God. 
This 13 clearly shown in tlie victory whicli followed 
(he challenge given by Elijah to the false prophets of 
Baa!, As it is written : " Then s.iid Ehjali unto the 
people, I, even I only, remain a prophet ot the Lord ; 
but Baal's prophets are four hundred aod fifty men, 
i.pt them therefore give us two bullocks ; and let them 
dioose one bullock for themselves, and cut It in pieces, 
and lay it on woolI, and put no fire under ; and I will 
dress the other buUuck, and lay it on wood, and put 
no fire under. And caU ye on the name ol your gods, 
and I will call on the name of the Lord : and the God 
that answereth by fire, let him he God. And all the 
people answered and said, It is well spoken" 
(r Kings xviii. 22-24), A°^ '* '^ recorded : " They 
cried aloud, and cut themselves after their inannet 
with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out 
upon them" (ver, zS). "And it came to pass at 
the time of the oflermg of the evening sacrifice, that 
Elijah the prophet came near, and said. Lord God of 
Abridiam, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known iJiis 
day that Thou art God in Israel, aad that 1 ai« Thy 
servant, and that 1 have done all these things at Thy 
word. Hear me, O Lord, hear' me, that this people 
may know that Thou art the Lord God, and that Thou 
hast turned their heart back again. Then the fire of 
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the Lord fell, ami consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the 
wood and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the 
water that was in the ticnch " (vers, 36-38], 

The one thing above all otheis that rtislcessed tlie 
soul of Elijah during the reign of Ahab was IsvueVs 
uttei- disregard of God. Through o,n evil haiirt and a 
false religion, they had comjileteiy lost sight of God's 
rigJitcous claims «pon them. Multitude* had ignored 
His very eiistence, as is always the case amidst 
falSK teachers and corrapt religions. Therefore the 
withholding of rain, or any other temporal calamity, 
however serious, would prove an unspealiable blessing 
li thereby it would restore a true recognition of the 
fad that '■ the Lord, He is God," The desire for this 
was the real burden of the prophet's prayers, as may 
be seen in verses 36 and 37. Neither did Elijah intei^ 
cede tor rain until tliis liad taken place, and their hearts 
had really been " turned back a^ain," wliich thing 
came to pass when, in answer to bis fervent prayer, 
" the fire of the Lord [ell and consumed the burnt 
aacrific*," " And when all tlie people saw it, they fell 
on their face^ : and they said. The Lord, He is God," 
so th^t we may safely Si.y that in answer lo hb. re- 
markable prayer there were more iiubelievers convinced 
of their folly, and backsliders restored in that one day, 
than has ever taken place on any other occasion in the 
history of the world. To wit, that their hearts were 
all " turned back again," e.icept Ibe priest?, who. 
because of the hardness of their hearts, proved 
themselvss worthy of, as ivell as lipe for. immediate 
destruction. 

This event ii all the more remarkable because it 
is but one man against nearly a whole nation of back- 
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sliders. But be it remembered tie was a praying man, 
and when a man is strong in faith and knows the power 
(>\ ]>rayer, as did Elijah, we may reckon that any such 
man when united with God is in the majority. Alone 
and yet not alone ; when Elijah stepped on the scene, 
there was Another with him, and He was " the Lord 
(jodol Elijah." One prayer under these circumstances 
was quite sufficient to convince a nation of the fact 
that Ehjab's God Li the one true God ; and that His 
Word and His Truth must be obeyed. It was because 
Elijah's faith and confidence were firmly fixed in 
Almighty God that his prayer stood the test, 

Tbc difference between Elijah's prayer and that of 
the false prophets was not because his prayers were 
intense and theirs were not. The prophets of Baal all 
prayed intensely, but with a wrong object and a wrong 
.■ipirit. Ttiey cried aloud and cried long, Iroin morning 
till noon, and from noon till eve ; and, moreover, they 
were so intensely earnest that, as wc arc reminded, 
" they cut themselves until the blood gushed out 
upon them," Hadany of us been present on the above 
occasion, no doubt we should have been greatly 
astonished to have beard their food cries and to have 
seen the ridiculous capers which they cut, as well as 
to have witnatsed the great amount of earnestness they 
put into their devotions. And this is all the more sad 
when we remember that it was nothing hrs than a fatal 
delusion from the beginning to the end. 

Tlie record of the above transactions and the judg- 
ment which overtook the worshippers of Baal and the 
lalse prophets are among the stiongest manifestations 
of God's tbspleas'ire a^inst false teachers and false 
religions, and should be an everlasting warning to 
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those who try to put other religions on a par with the 
rGligioo o! Jesus Christ ; virtually saying that it does 
not matter whcflier we worship Baal or Jesus Chrisi 
so long as we ate sincere. Dr. A. Smeilie has rightly 
slated that " tiie God of the heavens is in sharpest 
contrast with the idoli ul the nations." 

In an aclicie given in a monthly magaaine published 
at Boston, Mass., U.S.A., the writer (mth pointed 
referente to a visit of a popular EnRhsh preacher who 
was accepted to preacli in one of the principai churches 
in that city) said that " he detlironed Chnst and 
doekreil that the Buddliitt, Mohammedan, and, in 
fact, every smcero person was as sure of heaven as the 
Qiristian— wo are all divine." That ieavia us nothing 
more to say. These advaBced thinkers have no regard 
for consistency, uo regard for the Word of God, no 
regard for truth, but fieiicder atout in the darlinefs ol 
their own beclouded reasonings. Wiat will the end 
be '■ But there arc a great many professing Christians 
hebnging to some of the chmehes in this country who, 
while they would not think of praying to God after llie 
same fashion as did the Isiaelltes to the god Baal, 
will nevertheless pray to gods of their own fancy ; or 
to gods that they have set up in their own imagina- 
tions. We fear that there are multiindes of professuig 
Christians in our own land who are making a god of 
formalism, or their religious ceremonies. Especially 
is this the case when they entertain the false notion 
that they please God and render themselves fit for 
heaven by virtue of their devorion to their religious 
observances. Tliousands are constantly being de- 
ceived in a sunilar manner in many of our Romish 
churdios. As rightly observed by a godly cletg^-man, 
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" '1 hey imperil men's souls now and hereafter, for the 
pretended priestly absolution leads men to trust in a 
Itihc pardon, and rest in a delusive peace." Because 
of this, multitudes know little or nothing about the 
enperience or power of an inward and idtal Christianity, 
OT the joy of worshipping God " inspirit and in truth." 
They go their round of religious observances day after 
day and year alter year, and often manifest great 
earnestness in their devotions, yet only to find, as in 
the else of Baal worshippers, that it all ends in miser- 
able failure. We admit that many of the above class 
have a kind of piely which has often passed muster in 
certain religious circles, bilt inasmuch as their hopes 
are based upon human traditions and outward cetc- 
nionies, they can never be acceptable to God. 

The teaoiling of our Saviour shows plaiidy that 
ceremonialism substitutes the traditions o! the elders 
for the commandments of God ; the worship of the 
lips for the worship of the heart ; the worsliip of the 
flesh ajid senses for the worship of the spirit ; and 
substitutes forms of prayer for the true spirit of grace 
and supplication. As one writer has stated ; " God 
requires soul worship and men give Hini body worship : 
He asks for the heart and they present Him with their 
lips : He demands tlien thoughts and minds, and they 
give Him banners and vestments and candles." 

Such however, forget that God Himself is the only 
true object, as well as promoter of all spnitual worship, 
arid because many are wiUingly ignoiant of this, 
they have no right apprehenaon of spiritual Ufe and 
power, either in prayer or in any part of their religious 
exercise. Nor can it be otherwise, for the reason 
that their minds are corrupted by false notions and 
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their faith, such as they possess, is centrecl upmi wrong 
objects. In many cases tliey rely fir more upon tlicir 
pnest and flieir religious oliservanccs than Ihey do 
upon tha nierib, of olit Saviour. Therefore we main- 
liin that it makes a world uf difference to us at the 
present day, as well as to the Israelites, wliit we 
believe. In orhei words, it matters considerably 
whether our prayers and religious devotions gather 
their inspiration from a false religion, or irom a true 
faith in the Lord God of Elijah, 

" Your hfe," said the late Joseph Parker, " cannot 
be goud if yora teaching is bad, Uncfrlne lies at the 
basis of hie. You mav profess to believe a good many 
Ihing.^. but in leahty what you believe is the very 
substance and inspiration of your character," Then 
let us for ever banish from our minds the idea that it 
does not matter what we believe, or wlial religion we 
hold, so long as we are sincere atid in earnest. 

Moreover, the so-caUed sincerity Emd earnestness of 
these false teachers and tlieir followers have failed 
them on different occasions when brought face to 
lace with a baptism of fire. The test tu-day, as 
well as in the time of Ebjah, only requires to be suffi- 
ciently strong, and of the right kind, in order to prove 
the genuineness or otherwise of our religion. We 
have an example oj this in the case of St, Francis of 
Assisi, who at the risk of his life went with some 
of hh followers to the Sultan. " Sire," said a number 
ol the priests of Mahomet to the Sultan, " thou art 
expert in the law and art bound to maintain and 
guard it, We command thee by Mahomet, who gave 
It to us, that the heads of these men be cut olf." 
Fraucis, who had akeady by his fearless yet loviug, 
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t'hristlike spirit, made a ileep impies.^ion upon the 
Snkon, replied to him, " Your priests will not talk 
with me, perhaps they uould be more ready to act. 
I lave a fire lighted and I will go into the fire with them, 
and you will see by the results which faith is the 
truest and the holiest." Wlien Ftancia began to 
speak there were a number of priests standing round 
him. but before he had finished they had quietly 
taken themselves off, The ide;i had lijleil them with 
horror. The Sultan, perceiving their absence, re- 
marked sarcastically, " 1 do not think that any of 
my priests are inclined to face flames and toi-ture for 
the defence of their faith," 

The reason why wonders were wrought in answer 
to the prayers of Elijah and others of his character 
w.^s because they were on the side of truth and 
righteousness, and folly lielieved in the God which 
answcreth hy fire. Oh 1 that a multitude of such 
mighty souLs wece rai.^ed up in our cJiurches to-day 
who, by their inlensihed prayers and faith, were 
aufficienlly strong to demonstrate once moie before 
a][ earth and hell, that the God that answercth by fire, 
lie is God. If this would take place, and we know 
of no reason why it should not, then the Church of the 
hving God would i"ise up in tlie midst of her enemies 
stronger than ten thousand dreadnoughts ; and would 
be able to pray in a manner that would liring heaven 
and earth together ; and in the language of the prophet 
Isaiah would exclaim, " Drop down, ye heavens, from 
above, and let the skies pour down righteousness ; and 
let them bring forth salvation " (Isa. xlv, 3). And 
such are the prayers and such are the blessings that 
arc leq^uired at the present day in order to sweep away 
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the refuges of lies, ;uid the false teaching that has 
got into many of the churches, aod which has made 
fearful havoc, CEpctially among thousands of out 
young men and sueh as are not fully established m 
the truth, 

Jndging from the Scriptures, the Church as a whole 
has never rightly understood the glorious possibilities 
placed at her disposal in the prayer-Hie, but which, 
tliank God, she may understand and experience when 
in the fulness of the Spirit she begins to realise the 
omnipotency of prayer. 

The cry of Mr, Spurgeon was, " Oh, for Ave liondrpil 
Elijahs, Gach one upon his Camiei, crying unto God, 
and we should soon have the clouds bursting into 
showers- Oh, tor more piayer, more constant, in- 
cessant mention of the mission cause in prayer, tlic^ 
the blessing will be sure to come." 

Rev. J. Hudson Taylor tells us of a yonng man 
who had been oailed to tiic foreign field- lie had 
not been m the liabit of preaching, but he knew one 
thing — how to i>revall with God. Going one day 
to a friend he said, " I dou't see how God can use me 
on the held ; I have no special talent," Ris friend 
said, " My brother, God wants men on the held who 
can pray. There are too many preachers now and 
too lew pny-ers," He went. In his own room, in 
the early dawn a voice wa« heard weeping and plcadmg 
for souls. And often through the day, the shut door, 
and the hush that prevaiied made one feei like walking 
softly, for a soul was wrestling with God, 

To his home hungry souls would flock, drawn by 
some irresistible power. In the morning hours some 
would call and say, " I liave gone by your home and 
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have lorigetl to come in. Will you teli me how I can 

lie saved ? " or from some distant place another woidd 
call saying, " 1 heard you would tell us here how we 
might find heart-rest." 

The mystery was unlocked. In the secret chamber 
lost souis were pleaded for and claimed. The Holy 
Ghost knew just where they were and sent tliem alotig. 
M^irk this : If all who read these lines would just lay 
hold upon God \vith holy violence and unconquerable 
persistence of faith-filled prayer, a gooti many things 
would give way against which we have been beating 
with our puny human wisdom and power in vain. 
The prayer-power has never been tried to its full 
capacity in any church. If we want to see mighty 
wonders of divine grace and power wrought, in place 
of weakness, failure, and disappointment, let the whole 
Church an.swer God's standing challenge : " Call 
unto Me, and I vfUl answer thee, and sliew tiiee great 
and mighty things which tliou knowest not " (Jcr, 
xxxiii. 3). We musl fray more. 

And surely we have every encouragemcat to do so, 
especially in our Saviotir's words, ' ' And all tliinija. 
whatsoever ye shall ask in pi-ayer, believing, ye shall 
receive" (Matt. xxi. 22). "Prayer hath brought 
health to the sick, hearing to the deaf, speech to the 
dumb, and eyes to the blind, life to the dead, salvation 
to the lost. And hath even driven Satan from the 
hearts of many, and brought the God of Heaven to 
dwell in his room." 
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CHAPTEi; vir 
DANIEL'S SUCCESSFUL PRAYEIi-LIFE 

■' Anil r ^t my fnce nnw Che Lord God, ta acek by prayer end 
supprkflt]oiiR, t]th faiiting, S-»d asck^Lodl, aud ^bLhtb " — I>AW, ix. 3. 

THE prayeis oi Daniel are remlrkabk for their 
eamCBtness, especially the one recorded in 
chapf er ix. vera. 3-i(j; but we must turn to tlie latter 
part — whidi deak nime particularly witli the manner in 
which Gfld "Undertook to answer thi^ — His servdJit's 
prayer: "And whiles I was speaking, iuid pniying, 
and confessing my sin atid the sin of my people Israel, 
and presenting my supplication before the Lord my 
(iod : yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the 
man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision, at the 
beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me 
about the time of the evening oblation. And lie in- 
formed me, and talked with me, and said, Daniel, 
I am now come forth to give thee skill and under- 
standing. At tiie beginning of thy supplications the 
commandmeut came forth, and I am come to show 
thee ; for thou art greatly lielovcd : therefore under- 
stand the matter, and consider the vision," 

It is the opinion oi well-instructed men and Bible 
authorities lliat Daniel deserves to be placed in the 
frent rank ol the most distinguished and divinely 
inspii-ed men, U is said that he possedscd more of the 
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spirit of wisdom and understanding than any of his 
time, and it is believed that he excelled all the prophets 
who had gone before hira in possessing a greater 
measure of the prophetic light to foretell future events, 
and to lix dates. Daniel stood so high in the estima- 
tion of the kmg under whom he served ths.t he " was 
ptcfeired above fbe presidents and the princes, because 
an excellent spirit wat. in him. And the king thought to 
het him over the whole realm." " Then the presidents 
and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel 
concerning the kingdom; but they could find none 
occasion or fault ; forasmuch as he was faithful, 
neither was (here any error or fault found in him. 
Then said those men. We shall not find any occasion 
iigain^l thb Daniel, except we find it against lum con- 
cerning the law of his God." 

Tliere are a number of most interesting and profit- 
able things that could be mentioned that had to do 
with Daniel's success in public affairs — such as his 
faithfulness in the presence of danger, his all-round 
temperance habits. When he saw that a certain 
couise in the matter of eating and drinking was a right 
and safe one, he became so fixed apd determined in the 
carrymg out of his purpose that nothing could induce 
him to sacrifice his principles. Therefore " Dare to be 
a Daniel " lia'^ become quite a household phrase. 

But we must not overlook the fact that the one 
5pecia.l outstanding feature in the life and character 
of the prophet Daniel was his power and regularity 
in prayer. It is possible that had it not been for his 
fervency in prayer we should have heard httle or 
nothing about him. It was because he kneeled upon 
his knees three times a day and made prayer and 
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supplication unto God tha.t lie was cast into the den 
of lions. It was in answer to his fervent and effectual 
prayers that t}ie Angel G.ibriel was dispatched from 
the Throne to enlighten him and io gjve him wisdom 
and understanding. Prayer was associated with his 
temporal and spiritual prosperity. It was ill answer 
to his pia.yecs that he was bo graciously assisted in 
his po\5er to mlc and to manage the affairs of the 
nation, an empire of about one huiidred and twenty 
provinces. 

The success of such a maH iis Daniel is a stajiding 
rebuke to ,4>me of the i>opiilar but false teachers who 
announce that those Christians who pray will not 
succeed any better than tljose who do not, or, as one 
stated on one tJcoasioti ; " Tliose who pray much do 
not accomphsh much." The fiict^, however, on the 
pari of those whose experience proves the reverse are 
far too niunETOU!^ 10 mcnlion. Tens of thousands of 
piayicrg men and women have aheady done a glorious 
work for both wtirlcl^. ar)d iiave Imrne and are yet 
bearing testimony to tiie fact that the more they pray 
and make supplication in the Spirit tlie more by far 
they ire able to accomplish. 

Bearing upon tliis, one noted writer says, " The great 
people of the earth to-day are the people who pray, 
I do not mean those who talk about prayer, but I 
mean those who take time to pray. , . , There are 
some of our friends who think thenisulvcs of the 
pr;ictical soil who say, ' The gre3,t thing is to work, 
prayer is good and right, but the great need is to be 
doing something practical,' The truth is that when 
one understands about prayer, and puts prayer in the 
right place in his life, he finds a new motive poiver 
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liiiming in his bones to be doing. And furtlier, he 
finds that it in the doing that grows ont of praying 
that is the mightiest in touching human hcaits, and 
further yet he finds, with great joy, that he may he 
doing someChbg for the entire world." Dr. j' R, 
Miller ma.de a true statement when commenting on 
Jas. V. he says, "Thus prayer is put down among 
the active working forces of the world," 

ThLs truth holds good in the social, moial, and 
rehgious world when pervaded with an atmosphere of 
true prayer. It is quite evident that if Elijah had 
not known the power and efficacy of prayer when 
on Mount Carmcl, nor had faith in the &)d whitii 
answeretli by fire, ail bis other works, however practical, 
would have given him no chance whatever of success. 

It is plain to be seen, both in Old and New Testament 
Sci-ipturH!, that the Lord has shown His approval of 
those who know how to pray fervently and successfully, 
Siimetimes, as in the case of Jacob, He tias brought 
thein into a place ol rulership mth Himself, Joseph 
was a praying man and, after a considerable experience 
of trial and afilLction, he was brought into an bonotu- 
abie position where he was not only able to rule over 
his Ijretliren but, nest to Pharaoh, he ruled over the 
whole land of Egypt, The same truth applies to 
Moses, Joshua, Samuel, and many others, though not 
always in the same way, or to the same extent. 

One very import imt feature associated with Daniel's 
successful prayer-life, and one which is vital to all who 
wish to be successful in the ministry of prayer and 
supplication, was his purity of heart and life. This 
we may gather, not only from the fact that his friends 
and enemies alike could find no fault in him apart from 



B4 THE GREATEST FORCE ON EARTH 

his praying to his God, but also from the (act that he 
was able to teitily . " Forii-STTim-h ss before Him 
innocency was found in me, and also before thee, O 
king, I have done no hurl." lEuooency is one of the 
e,tiongcst words in favour of heart purity that "O 
have in the English language. The word is tendered. 
harmies^ness, gentleness, purity of beart, of Ufe, 
intense simplicity. To have testimony Ljocne to his 
outward innocency was great, but to have tcatimoiiy 
borne to his inward innocency was far greater — 
eipeciaUy when confirmed by the Lord, It is only 
reasonable to conclude that his espetienca in this 
direction had much to do with placing him in a po jit ion 
where, under Dariu5, he was able to rule o^'er y vi'^t 
empire. 

Yet, however, the grfieions meetnras and fitness 
produced in bim. through the blessing of heart purity 
did infinitely more than equip him lor riding in a 
tempcral sphere, great as that was. In reality it 
placed him in a position where he was able, like Jacttb, 
to rule mth God in the realm of prayer and mter- 
cession, which wc believe to lie the mightiest ministry 
in Gori'5 universe. But it is unreasonable to suppose 
that "WC can enter this secret place of fellowsliip with 
God, in the prayer-life, if we allow a traitor or an idol 
to exist in the heart. Some one has said that " sin 
will make ns give up prayuig or praying will make us 
give up sirming." It is evident that one or the other 
must heep the upper hand, and if prayer is to keep 
the upper hand, and be a success, then our hearts must 
be purified by faith. 

It is possible to have a traitor concealed within the 
soul, tiio destruction of which may cost us. as it did 
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in the case of Samuel, a whole night of prayer before 
the Agag could be heWH to pieces (i Sam. xv. 11 •2,1)- 
And we may rest assured that unless the Agag be put 
to death, the Agag will be sure to pat our spiritual life 
to death, or so prevail against us that we can have no 
hope of victory. As vaith tlie Psalmist, " If I regard 
iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear me," It 
IS admitted that holiness of character lies at the very 
foundation of all true prayer. A well-known writer 
lias remarked : " Ai a man is, so he prays. He cannot 
be shailow and frivolous by nature and yet pray with 
depth and intensity. He ciinnot be hall-heatted or 
indifierent, and make superior and esalted demands 
upon life. He cannot with a distracted personality 
concentrate so as to generate force in prayer. All 
that is in bim reacts on his praying whether he wills 
it or no, vitally affecting every exercise of the spirit 
ol prayer and deciding the issue," 

As was well said by the late Dr. Joseph Parker : 
" ^^^lenthe Cliutch forgets to put on her beautiful gai- 
inents ol Iioliness, though it be made up of a thousand 
Samsons, it cannot strike one blow at llie Gneiriy, 
Count the Church by the volume of its prayers ; 
register tire strength of the Church by flu; purity 
and completeness ol its eousecration. If you number 
the Church in millions, and tell not what it is at the 
altar of the Cross, you return a census of a cemetery, 
not the statistics of a living, mighty, irresistible host. 
Genius is nothing, learning is nothing, organisation 
is a sarcasm and an irony, apart from that which 
gives every one of them value and force — the praying 
heart and the trustful spirit." These and numerous 
sta,tements, accordtng tothe Scriptures, prove beyond 
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a doubt that the ptayers that conq^uer and prevail^ 
both with God and with men, have their roots in the 
spirit of holitiess,'- 

Some professing Christians wfi have Ifnown when 
broiight under the iUuminatiiig power of the Holy 
Spirit have had snch a discovery of the coEiiipt condi- 
tion of thfir own heart that it hay lient thera to their 
knees with strong crying and tear^, and wilh an agony 
that may be described in the lan^age of the following 



"My hearl-alriugs gioaa wilh deep lacuent^ 
My fltsh liea panliug Ijjrd ^or Thee, 
AjiJ eveiy hmb cuid evecy joint 
Slrpuchea iov perfecl piirily," 

It was when the prophet Isisiah got his remarkable 
vision [hat he was able to discover his inward de- 
pravity, and was led to exclaim — " Woe is me for 1 
am undone, btrau'^ff I am a maii of unclean \]ps . . . 
for mine eyes Iiave seec the King, the Lord of 
Hosts," 

The FaalmiAt David whs brought into a similar 
condition when out of the depth of hii ^oul he cried, 
" Create m me a clean heatt^ God, and renew a right 
spirit within, me/' 

Circumstances like these, when under the power 
and influence of the Holy Spirit, are very conducive 
to tlie thpirlt ajid power of intensified prayer becaijse 
they brmg the 3oul to a crisis, where one feels shut 
up with God, and realises that his only resource is in 
Him, Thore are very few Christians but have in 
some way felt a kind o! solemn awe come over them 

' ApOrbOii of tliia chaptei uppcartdinTie Way ojHaltHfis. 
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wlicn perhaps in a religioua gathering (hey have joined 
in singing the lines of the following well-kaowii hymn : 

" There is Mil in Uie CBmp, there is Ireason lo-day, 

I? 11 in me ? Is in in me ? 
There If cj.Lise in uur ranks (or deienl ;W(I delay, 

Is il, O Loirtn in mo ? 
SoiDolhiiig of selfiiliness, gamicnls or f,1il(i, 
SumelMng of hinflrance in young or in ol<l> 
Something wliy fioi do;Ii His blessii^ wilhlioW : 

I5 it, fJ LOI'd, iti me ? 

Is ir in me ? Is if in niE ? 

Is il, O Lofd, in me ? " 

But this question, however soleinn, can =oon be 
answered especially when tke soul becomes flooded 
with the light and power of the Holy Spirit. It is 
certain that He will not leave us in any doubt regard- 
ing this matter if only, like the Tsaltnist, we are 
willing to acknowledge onr sins and tra.nsgressiOES, 
Does tlie reader know iuiylliiug about this experience 
of btokenness oi heart, brought about by the illuminat- 
ing power oi the Divine Spirit, thereby causing him to 
discover the reniains of the camiil mind ? Theu in 
the spirit of love and lendarness we would sxy to such- 
do not give up in despair bnt apply at once to the open 
fountain, renietnbering it is written, " The hlood ol 
Jesua Christ, His Son. clcansetli us from all ^Ln." And 
again, " 1 will he found of yo" when ye searcli for Me 
with all your heart." 

The writer has a very vivid recollection of a lady, 
living in the north of London, who had for some time 
been deeply convicted of the need for heart purity 
and Ihe fllling of the Holy Spirit. Her hunger and 
thirst for this CKpeiience became so intense that at 
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last she sobbed out upon her knees, " Lord, help me. 
and satisfy my longing soul or I shaJl die," Almost 
immediately her prayer was answered, and with a 
holy rapliire in her soul she came to our maefing ; 
and, to the gloiy of God, she testified of her deliverance 
and ]oy. 

It is said that David Erainerd lived the life of 
hohness and prayer ; therefore God the Holy Spirit 
could flow through hini ijidiindered. The otntdpoleoce 
of grace wa^ neither arrested nor straitened hy the 
cundifions of his heart. Tile whole chajinfl mi 
broadened and cleaned out for God's fullest and most 
powerful message, aa that God with all His mighty 
forces coiild come down on the savage wilderness and 
transform it into a Irijitiul garden. " Nothing," said 
the late Kcv. G. H. C. Macgregor, " tests a man hke 
facing God's call to complete consecration," It re- 
veals the depth of hii soul, If there be a Eccrat lust 
Lhere, he discovers it rising against his act of conse- 
cration. It he has an evil habit which he secretly 
luves, ho lieais it crying out to be spared. Yes, and 
if he regard the cry, or spare the sin by encasing it, 
Of seeking to hide it, then he will fail in his attempt 
to be like Daniel, who was proved to be innocent both 
in the sight of God ;uid hLs king, and possessing ei 
character such as God IDmself could rely upon. 

Arc you, dear teatler, being brought to a point in 
yuui priyer-life, whcrf in the presence of God you 
have discovered some secret sin. some sloth, some lui^t, 
some idol, or some remains of the carnal mind ? Then 
we would entreat you not to hesitate, but in the name of 
the Lord God of Ehjah strike a definite blow and 
repeat it until you are siu-e of a complete deliverance. 
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God alone knows how many of us have kept back the 
gvaee and glory and the spdl of joy and freedom ot the 
Holy Spirit, as well as loss oi usefulness by (if may be] 
our unwillingness tn sacrifice something that may be 
looked upon as a mere trifle. It is possible for us 
to admit that it is our duty to give up all for .Jesus 
Christ, and be willmg to sacrifice our lives, and beard the 
lion in his den, for the sake of His cause ajid Kingdom , 
and then allow ourselves to be conquered by some 
insigruficanl idol, or tlohe our eyes to the fact thai 
mere trifles, when given up for Christ's saiie, have 
often prepared the way for wonderful results, the issues 
of which have helped to change the destiny of 
multitudes. 

Yet we must confess that these are no mere trifies, 
Tliat is, if siieh a word means that thereby we are pre- 
vented from the enjoyment of tlie Spitit-SUed life, 
or they drag upon us in our approach to the Throne of 
(irace. It niiglit liave appeared but a trifling matter 
(or Daniel to reluse to eat of the king's meat ; but fiad 
he not made that little sacrifice it is evident that he 
would not have been chosen to stand before the king. 
Suppose that some of the trifles, as we call them, will 
not exclude us (torn entering tlie Kingdom of Heaven, 
yet if they hinder our usefulness they may rob us of 
our reward ] whereas it would be like an extra heaven 
to us by n'ay of reward, if as a result of some little 
sacrifice made by us for Christ's sake we win an extra 
smile from our Heavenly Father, Daniel was so 
devoted to the service of God that, had he been offered 
the whole realm of nature to turn aside a moment for a 
little helf-indulgcncc, he would not have swerved a 
thousandth part of an inch from the stcai^t hue of 
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God's will. No, not even tliough it would have saved 
him from being thrown into the den of lions. It is 
said that a man was once aiked, " Why was it that the 
lions did not eat Daniel ? " His reply was, " Because 
Daniel was thiec parts backbone and the other part 
grit." Daniel's loyalty to the will of God in everything 
explains more timn anything else the secret of his 
prevailing power in prayer. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

A MOTHER'S PR4VER AND HER DAUGHTER'S 
SALVA'nON AND HEALIKG 

" Tbcn came she ami woraliipped Him, saying, Loiil, liclpaic." — 

TRUE prayer is alwuys strengthen&l by adusni^ity, 
where-is piayor in prosperity is generally diy 
and foimal. Pmyers in timKh ot affliction and trouble 
are iih<;n poured oui like a -flood. 

Somerimes a Christian mother or fatlier, when called 
to the bedside of a dying son. or danghtcr, has been 
knoff'ti to put mote real eanieslne'^s info their prayers 
during the few momenta of their soul's deep agony 
than they liave in all their former experience. Not 
only so, but under such circuTfii'tances they have often 
proved how wouderiuUy the Holy S}jii.'it has lielped 
lliens to get the victory over their wandering thoughts 
and ri[:klene^ of mind. And art a result tbey have 
been far more definite in thar prayers, and the belter 
able to stay their thoughts upon God. 

During His earthly mission in Palestine our Sa^-iour 
often came into contact with severe sorrow and Buffer- 
iTig, and, whenever the opportiinify was given, He 
nevRi: failed to draw out if possible a iipirit of earne^t^ 
believing prayer. This was so in the case of the 
Syjophenician woiQaji. "And, behold, a woman of 
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Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto 
Him, saying, O Loid, have mercy upon mc, Thou &on 
of David ; my daughter 15 grievoQsly vexed with a 
devil. But He answered her not a word. And His; 
dL=ciplc5 csmo and besought Him, saying. Send her 
away; for she crielh after us. But He answered and 
said, J yjn not ^enl but luito Oie lost sheep of the house 
of Israel. Then came she Eind ttoisliipped Him, 
saying. Lord, help mB. Tint Tie answered. It is not 
meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to 
dogs. And she said, 'Iruth, Lord: yet the dogs eat 
of the crumbs which fail frnin their maslers' table. 
Tiien Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, 
great is thy faith ; be it unto thee even as tliou wilt. 
And licr daughter was made "whole itojn that very 
hour," Her trials and aiKctions urged her to plead 
with increasing in tensi ty, and wrung from ber agonising 
soul this immortalised petition, consisting cnly oE 
three words, " Lord, help me," It is really one of 
the shortest prayers in the Bible, yet since then it has 
been oflercd up from the hearts and lips of untold 
multitudes of sin-burdened and sorrow-stricken souls 
all over the wide world. It is a prayer that is mosl 
suitable in many respects for both saint and sinner ol 
ail clmics and all conditions. 

Thousands of despairing souls have gathered hope 
and encouragement from the faith and perseverance 
of this woman. It was not her own sickness, it was 
the sickness of her daughter that was her trouble. 
But she made her daughter's trouble her own. Satan 
afflicted her daughter iu a most cruel manner. As it 
is written, " She was grievously vexed with a devil." 
No doubt for a long time her mother had been at a 
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loss to know what to do or where to go (or help. She 
was a poor Gentile woman, and felt that she had no 
right to any of the promises made to tlie Israelites. 
Yet she had heard of the Son of David, and very 
possibly she bad cherished some hopes that she would 
be able to find access on the side of His love and mercy. 
So she came to the Son of David. She came humbly, 
but not hopelessly or heartlessly, and although she 
belonged to an outcast race she was not iaithle^ ; 
for it is evident she believed in God, and without a 
doubt on her approaching our Lord she was convinced 
that He was far more than an ordinary man : otherwise 
she would not have fallen at His feet and worsliipped 
Him, 

It IS possible that this woman liad far more faith 
than many of usliavebeen able in recognise, e&i>etia]lv 
considering that she had no definite promise to plead, 
which argues immensely in favour of the greatness of 
her faith. 

It is quite true that it was the affliction of her 
daughter that first brought her to Him, but now that 
she has coiTje she perseveres with her request until she 
gets all she needs. And it is po.ssible that .ihe found 
Mlvation and peace to her own soul, quite as soon 
as by her laith ^e was able to obtain debverance for 
her daiightet. 

Her praj'ers appear to have become more intense 
and her faith more strong as the result of the opposi- 
tion. She was repulsed on three ur four occasions. 
It seems as if she had. applied to the disciples to induce 
them to use their influence with the Master ; but in 
reply to her request they only entreat our Lord to 
send her away, with the exctise, " Shecrieth after us," 
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Jesua was silent — " He answered lier not a word." 

What a atiain upon hef faith [ What is the pour 
soiTow-Eilriclien soul to do. and to whom can she 
turn ? No doubt she is tempted to think she iias 
mad*; a terrihle mistake, that this after all cannot be 
the same Jesus she had heard somuoh alxiui. " Wherfi 
can I go ? " and Satan would be ready to suggest, 
'' Give up ttie stTuggle and return home to your sick 
daughter aud there mourn and die together," Or he 
would t^mpl her to fiiiiik that as she is not worthy of 
His notice it is useless to persevere and press her case 
any longer. But she lays hold, as it were, of the very 
hand that was put out to thrust hei away. Truly 
here is a broken and a contrite spiiit. Here is a soul 
overwhelmed with sorrow yet struggling intensely 
for relief. Here is a soul tliat feels that none but 
Christ can do helpless sinners good, and believes that 
no otliev being in the universe but the Son of David 
can solve her difficulty, and help her in her trouble. 
And because she believes tbi^, in spile of every draw- 
back ajid seeming denial, she continues to urge her 
plea, as if fully resolved she will not take " no " for 
an answer. Are we not already astonished at her 
faith and perseverance, yet the very reply she gets 
when the Master does break His silence only appears 
to add to her sorrow. He says, " 1 am not sent, but 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel," This wrings 
from her soul the agonising prayer for help, so that in 
her deep distress Sie goes ri^t to Him and ciies, 
" Lord, help me." Surely she must have fell at the 
back of all His rebuQs and behind all of what had 
appeared to be cold indifference, that He had a heart 
of hifmite love and compaision. Therefore, she con- 
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tinues to follow up with her request. " But He 
answeretl and said. It is not meet to take the cliildren's 
bread and cast it to dogs," Must not her heart have 
i.unk on hearing these words ? Is it possible for her 
faith to hold out under a rebuff like this ? What is 
her reply ? " Truth, Lord " (as much as to say, 
" Lord, I will not contend with Tliee. I :iditiit that 
1 am bul a poor Gk;ntile and a dog. I am not worthy 
of the least favour of Thy chasenjwople, Israel." Thus 
she actually turns round the very arguments which the 
Saviour had brought against her as the only plea 
she had upon His compassion], "Truth, Lord, but 
the dogs eat of the cnunbs which fall irom the Master's 
table." With this answer in rehance upon His mercy 
her faith carries the day, and our Saviour, who up 
to this time appeared to have concealed His feelings, 
could hold out no longer. 

It is considered by some that there is a great simi- 
larity betn'een this narrative and that of Jacob at 
the ford Jabbok, Here is really the Angel ot the 
Covenant, who on the former occasion wrestled all 
night with the patriarch ; but now He appears, not 
in the dim light of Old Testament Scriptures, but in 
His visible presence as Ihe very incarnate Son of God, 
It is thought that there was far more faith in this 
woman's application to Christ than in any other case 
in the four Gospels, except possibly the Centurion's. 
From the very commencement she appeared to have 
been iully convinced that our Lord was able to work 
a miracle upon her daugliter, and the faith sixe possessed 
in this direction developed mightily under her trial, 
so that it soon reached a point of omnipotency and 
"overcame," as President Fiimey would say, "our 
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Siviour's highfst willingness," so that He was com- 
pelled at last to allow her to conquer Him. And, 
yielding to her beseeching request, said mito her, 
" woman, great is thy iaifti, be it unto thee even 
AS, thou wilt. And her dau^ter was made whole 
from that very lioiir," 

We do not wonder that Martin Luther was led to 
exclaiiti with reference to this woman's faith and 
pa'sevei-ance, " Was not this a master stroke ? " Our 
SavioQi, who had been proving her faith by allowing 
it to pass throngh the fire, knew how to suppoit lior 
nnder tlie trial, until her faith appeared to the honour 
and glory of His Grace. And then, as it were, gave 
her the key of His heavenly storehouse, saying, " Be 
it unto thee even as thou wilt." 

Again the example of this woman reminds us of the 
hlessins associated with bringing our clilldreii and 
family relations to the Siiviour in prayer and supphea- 
tion (or their salvation. It is possible we may be 
sufficiently interested in their spuitual welfare to ask 
the prayers of others on their beliaJt, which may be 
quite right so far as it goes, Imt unless this is preceded 
and supplemented by our own prayers, and, as in the 
case before ;n, brought in a practical believing way 
to the Saviour of siruiers, we can never expect to see 
Satan east out, nr hope for the conversion of our 
children. 1 r is acknowledged, however, that the agony 
of soul experienced by many godly parents on behalf 
of their prodigal sons and daughters is iudcscribable. 
No doubt their strong parental affections have liad 
jnuch to do with this, especially with some Christian 
mothers : their love and compassion have gone on 
increasing mitil it has become like a fire that nothmg 
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could quench. Even after years of rebellion the 
mother will say, " He is my boy still." 

A noted writer, speaking of the power of domestic 
affection, says, " This seems almost the only flower of 
[laradi^e that has survived the Fall." The following 
ixample of the power and intensity ol a mother's 
liraycrs is very similar to the case we have called 
jj attention to elsewhere. 

A godly mother was for a long time the only Christian 
in a large family. For years her husband atid nine 
<:liildren manifested no concern about their salvation. 
The mother gave herself to prayer on their behalf, 
not only in a general way, but she felt drawn more 
especially to pray for them one by one. Soon after 
she adopted this plan, her eatnesfncss for their salva- 
tion became intense ; and soon evidences were given 
tIjEit her prayers were being answered. The first 
to get converted was her eldest daughter, who was 
followed by her two eldest sons, and successively at 
intervals after the same manner the whole family 
were brought to the Saviour. But up lo tliis time 
all her tears and prayers and entreaties bad not pre- 
vailed upon her husband. After much painful re- 
flection upon his lost condition she resolved to make 
one final effort and then leave the case with God. 
She spent a whole night in prayer with such intense 
eam^tness as she had never experienced before. In 
the morning she approached her husband with her 
heart well nigh ready to break with a compassionate 
desire for his salvation, and said to him, " God has 
given me all my nine children, lnit you are still without 
Cod and without hope, I have but one more request 
to make and then I must leave you to God. Will yon 
7 
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now at this moniect seek the salvation of your sou! ? " 
This question, especially when preceded by a night 
of intensified prayer, came liooic lo his sou! \vith such 
irreEistible force iliat he appeared to lie paralysed and 
speechless When ahle to find nttcrajics he soblied 
out under keen conviction of sin, " I will " ; and there 
and then resolved to become a Christian. So remarkable 
was the change wrought in him tliat it made a great 
impression upon the whole district in which he lived. 

The Rev. G. Leavitt mentions a cats which is very 
similar, and ouRht to be a great cnconragemeut to 
the prayer of faith in the family circle. 

A very worldly man was an object of special prayer 
with his wife. Her little daughter became 1 Christian, 
and very soon entered into sjinpathy with her moihcr 
and joined her in prayer that her father miflht be 
converted. Her faith was remarkably simple. She 
read the promises given in the Scriptures to tie prayer 
of faith, " 1 believe," said she to her mother, " father 
will Ije converted." One evening he did not return 
home at his usual hoin-. An hour passed, two hoars, 
her mother became ansious, then alarmed. Tlie little 
girl said, " Why, mother, he is going to come home a 
Chrtetian to-night. I have prayed thai he might." 
The mother smiled at what she thought was lier child's 
ignorant amplicity. The hour grew late. Still he 
carocnot. The mother said. " I must sit up for him." 
The child replied, " Why, he is all safe, mother. We 
oi^ht to trust God and go to bed." Slie went to bed. 
When the father came at midnight and told his wile 
how he had found the Saviour, and later, when they 
stood in tearful joy looking upon the sleeping face 
of then- little daughtei-, she awakened ajid, seeing them, 
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before either could speak, with a glad cry esclaimed, 
" There, mama, didn't he come home a Chrisliaji ? " 
Oh 1 that we had the taith and confidence of this little 
child, Wliat wonders would be wrought in the home 
circle. Yes, and not only would the home circle be 
greatly benefited by such faitiiful believing prayer, 
hut many of our churches as well. The prayers 
offered by some of God's people in the home circle 
have often had a far greater influence upon the Gospel 
ministry than many have ever dreamed. Even in 
some cases by such as are weak and greatly afSicted, 

A well-known minister testified that on the evening 
when the first permanent impre.s.sions were tniule upon 
Jiis miud his pious mothei was detained at home. She 
spent the time devoted to public worship in secret 
prayer for the .salvation of her son. So intense did 
she become in hcrinfercessions that she fell on her face 
and remained in fervent supplication until the service 
had nearly closerl. Her son, brought under the 
deepest impression during the sermon, went into a 
field after the service and there prayed most earnestly 
for himself. When he came home the mother looked 
at her son with a deep concern, an:*:ious to discover 
if h^c prayers were being answered. Tlie son showed 
signs of true spiriiiial conviction to the joy of the 
parents, and a few days afterwards accepted Christ as 
his own personal Saviour. 

Bishop Jeremy Taylor remarked on one occasion, 
" Out priiyers upbraid out spirits wlien we beg tamely 
for those tilings for which we ought to die, which are 
more precious than imperial sceptres, which are richer 
than the spoils of the sea or the treasures of Indian 
bills," 



CHAPTER IX 



OUR LOAD'S TRAYIR IN TUE GARDEN OF 
GETHSEMANE 



" And lidng in at\ agpny Hp prr.yftl the moTe fflmegtly; !inii His 
sweat WM M II wcif grtal fli-Hjpg ol blood Jelling down (o (he 
grouiHf " — LUKZ axii. 44. 

IT IS quite possible that a veil of deep spiritual 
mystery has 'beeii ajlowed to remain more or 
less QVBt oiir Saviour's suffering and agony in Geth- 
seinane, sucb as onJy the Holy Spirit tan dra.w aside. 
He alone has the power to reveal how tniidj the victory 
"won for US by our Blessed Saviour on CaJvaty iJe- 
perilled upon the victory won during His bitter soul 
agony in tlie garden. Doubtless the battle of the 
Crciss WEL^ first fought and won in GcthscmaiLC- It is 
considered that the soul anguish which He suffered 
on that occasion was equal to tllBt which He suffered 
on the Cross of Calvary. St. Mark sayh that He was 
mre atnaied. No doubt, in a moment of time, the 
whole scene with refereuce to Calvary passed before 
His mental vision, so that His soul got a vivid view 
of the coming of a cruel and sharneful death- — the 
scouTgo, the nail5, the torture and the rage of men 
and devils — at the bacii of which He saw (he depravity 
of a lost and ruined world, and the exceeding sinfulness 
of ^u. 
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Theretove it is possible He felt that His bodily 
frame would sink under the awful pressure caused by 
what had already been revealed to Him. Besides 
this, it is more than hkely that a succession of new 
trials had been disclosed to Him with important issues 
reaching out into eternity. And as one after another 
of these overwhelming difficulties stood out before 
Him in battle array. He became "sore amazed," 
although so far He had not been attacked by either 
sword or spear, neither had any wounds been inilicted 
01] His consecrated Body. But who can tell what 
indescribable agony was being borne in upou His 
divinely-anointed soul, during the moments of His 
reflection upon the unspeakable horror He was about 
to pass through. This alone was suiKcient to send 
the cold shiver of death to the whole of His Siinutilied 
humanity, so that His soul was exceedingly sorrowful 
even unto death. 

As admitted, all that the human frame can tolerate 
of Buffermg was to bo heaped upon His shrinking body 
Every misery that cruel and truoliing insult can inflict 
weighed heavily upon His soul, and in this torment of 
body and agony of soul even the high and noble serenity 
of His divine spirit was to suffer a sliort but terrible 
eclipse Pain in its aoiitest sting, shame in its most 
overwhelming brutality, all the binden of the sin 
and misery ol man's existence in its apostasy and fall, 
this was what He must now face in all its inespficabic 
accumulation. 

But one thmg remained before the actual struggfe, 
the veritable agony, began. He had to brace His body, 
to nerve His soul, to calm His spirit by prayer and 
solitude to meet that hour in which all that there was 
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in the power of evil should wreak its worst upon the 
innocent and th^ lioly. And He must face that hour 

alone. No luiman eye tanst isitriess, except in the 
twiiighl and sliidow, tlie depth o( Hi5 suffering. Yet 
it wa^ not the fear of death in the orditiary sexisc that 
troubled Htm, but rather tie feeling of (orsakun-ness 
in the hour of His distress, and the thought of the 
separation of His human soid from the brightness 
of His Father's Countenance during the time of His 
awful anguisli on the Crabb. He had put Himself in 
our place and bore our sin for us, though He Himself 
kne^v no sin. Because of this Pie had to endure the 
puiiislinient wliid. is due to our sins and the sins of 
the whole world- 
Then, can we wonder that the sorrows of death had 
suak deeply into His stainle^ soul, cspceially ltno\ving, 
as He did, that He had to die as a malefactor, and at 
the same time endure 371 inward agony tliat wiis far 
more deadly than death. It is quite evident, however, 
that it was not the tlimiglit of bodily suffering that was 
the eause of His great angtiish. That might not have 
been mucli greater than tlio sufferings of many ol His 
followers, Tlte suffering of His soul was far beyond 
allliumaji conceplion, so that He required the strength 
and comfort of the Eternal Spirit to sustain Ilim under 
theri^vtuIanguibJi of His sympathetic soul [Hcb.iH. 14). 
Nor are wc justified in supposing tiiat His bodily 
sufterinR, apart from His soul agony in Itie Gaiden,was 
actopled as an equivalent for the punishment due 
to the impenitent. 

This could never have exhausted the curse pro- 
nounced by the law against sin. It waa in Hb SDirl 
rather tlian His body that He made atonement for 
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sin. Dr. Adam Clarke, Dr. Stoclier, and other Bible 
authorities held the opinion that the principal part 
of the redcmpUon price was paid in the unpretedonted 
and indescribable agony in Gethsemanc. Doubtless 
there is a danger lest, while we do right never to forget 
Calvary, we may think too little about Gethseniane. 
In other words, it is possible that, while we have our 
thoi^hts fuU of the bodily sufferings of Christ on the 
Cross we may think too little about the unspeakable 
anguish He endured in His soul in the Garden, to wit, 
as it is written, " Being in an agony. He prayed the 
more earnestly or intensely, and His sweat was as it 
were great drops of blood laUing down to the ground." 
No one can rightly understand or measure the moment 
of deep anguish of soul that took hold upon Jesus as 
He lay alone on the cold, damp ground- 
Many other histances are given in the four Gospels 
of our Saviour's prayers, but it is possible that on this 
occasion there was a renewal of the strain a-4sociated 
with ITis past conflicts which made ilscif felt m this. 
His soul-agonising prayer. The thoughts wb.di had 
been accumulating a^ a result of His vision of the Cross 
for, approaching, thirty years had nowmerged mto ttas 
one overwhelming struggle. It is said tlat the old 
Greek Litany has the prayer, " By Thine unknown 
sorrows and sufierings, good Lord, deliver us. It 
was mdeed a griel beyond utterance, and a struggle 
past our comprehension. 

Rafeiring to the three disciples who were permitted 
to enter the Garden witli their Lord, one ol our noted 
preachers remarked, ' ' We may go so far, «ith our Lord 
and theirs i with the greatly favoured three we may 
press even farther into the shades of the olives- But 
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even those of the inner tircles among Ilis cho=pi, 
reached the imjasiablo barrier : and reached it soon 
Tarry yo here,' There is apoiiit beyond which no trap 
can go with Jesus, The deepest shades of tlie Garden 
are beyond the power of human sight to pierce. The 
bitterness ol the dreg, of His cup He idone could bear 
to taste. Surely those sufTerings are among the things 
Ihatangelsdesireinvaintolookinto, . . , Thesufier- 
ings of Christ arc equally a mystery to His saints 
Tliose who were with Him could .say nothing of wlsat 
parsed in His soul. He was far beyond them. Lulie 
says, ' He was withdrawn from them ahout a stone's 
cast. All ! but the distance is terrible. A stone's 
fast ? Yes. but no human hand ever (lung the stone 
that could reach to the f.irpoiiit of the inmost suHerinEs 
of Jesus Christ," 

Yet it may be to our evcriastmg shame if, through 
lad; of sympathy, we fail to reach tlie inner circle of 
I-Iis pre-encc. If we were nearer to Him in our faith 
and ioveand dev.ition, and in true fellowship with His 
suffentigs, we should be infinitely nearer to Him in the 
spirit and power of intensiHed prayer. 

To behold ]ei»i alone in the Garden in agony 
sweating drops of blood, is a sight siifiicient to astonish 
angels. Yet how it must have added to Hi.s anguish 
as well as to tiieir aslonishmenl when the only one 
who came near enough to toncli Him was Jndas, under 
a cloafc ol friendship, to betray Ilim with a kiss into 
the hands of His enemies. In the three remarkable 
petitions offered by our Saviour in the Garden there 
was what we may consider a trinity of intensified 
prayer, the last of which appears to have exhiu-ted 
His whole being. But, as recorded with reference to 



OUR LORD'S PRAYER 



105 



this event, " He was heard in that He feared " (Ileb, 
V. 7), which implies that all the fear and tJie dread He 
had been battling against was now removed, and an 
angel was sent to strengthen Him. 

Surely Gethsemane on this occasion witnessed above 
everything else the power of intensified prayer. As 
expressed by the late Dean Farrar, " The disciples 
saw Him, sometimes on His knees, sometimes out- 
stretched in prostrate supphcation upon the damp 
earth ; they heard snatches of the sound of murmured 
anguisli in which He humanly pleaded with the divine 
will of HLs Father. They saw Him before whom the 
demons had fled in terror, lying on His fsice upon the 
ground. They beard that voice wailing in murmurs 
of broken iigony which had commanded the wind 
and the sea, and they obeyed Him, The great drops 
of anguish which fall Iroin Him in the dreiitilul struggle 
look to them like heavy gouts of blood imder the dark 
shadows of llie trees." But our blessed Lord Himself 
saw infinitely more than all others. He not only 
saw tlve bitter cup and the awlul wrath it contained, 
and the image of a shameful death, but Ho also saw 
that His drinking of it would lead up to the salvation 
of myriads of precious and never-dying souls. The 
very thought o( this took such a deep hold upon His 
compassionate soul that He realised tliat the glory 
wluch would follow would lar more than compensate 
Him for all the suffering He was called to eiidute. 
This thought to Him became stronger than death, 
hell, and the grave, 

it was this thought which led Him up and up to 
the full and glad surrender even during His awlul 
struggle in the Garden. Inspired by this world- 
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redeeming gl^ of salvadait, He was able in His 
agonising prayer to rise from the point of gentle 
submisbion to the piacc where He was able to say, 
as it is written, " I deiight to do Thy will, My God " 
(Pii. hL S). And by His reaching tlie place of the 
highest, and glad, subiniBsian in His prayer, He was 
able to triumph over eveiy diUleulty that came in 
the way of our salvation. This it was that enabled 
Him, when in the deepest agony of soul, to hold on in 
the conflict against sin and death, and the rage and 
malice of men and devils, until He had arrived at tlie 
point of final and everlasting victory. 

His prayers were stronger than all the forces of 
earth and hell together. In answer to His prayers, 
strength was given Hitn, through the Eternal Spirit, 
to offer Himself up as a sacrifice for sin, tfirough the 
merits of whicii He lias obtained fur ns ettaiial re- 
demption. In answer to Ois prayers, the Holy Spirit 
of PtomisG was received and shed tot ih cm the day of 
Pentecost. Tn answer to His prayers the disciples, 
especially Peter, were kept from losing their faith in 
Him as their Messiali, tn answer Lo His prayers, 
eternal security was obtamed for every true believer 
in the Church militant (Johnxvii. ; 2 Pet, i. 5}. 

When He prayed, " He offered up strong cries and 
teats unto Him that was able to save Him from death. 
and was heard in that He feared." His life was a 
life ol intensified prayer as weL as tliat of self-tacri- 
fioing love. As He prayed, " the fashion of His 
countenance altered." We should also remember that 
all true prayer li centred in Hicn, and b all aiLSwered 
through flim, and in His Name and for His .sake. 
Intensified prayer by whomsoever offered when in 
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reliance upon tJie merits of Jesus Christ cannot but 
prove successful. 

We have cause, however, to regret that there is a 
very great lack of this kind of prayer in many of our 

churches at the present day. Tliere are plenty of dry, 
soulless prayeri, but very few like the prayers ol Him 

"Who did o'er rfnncra wee[»." 

The majority of our church prayers, and we fear 
many ol our closet prayers, too, are often cold and 
feeble ; that is, they do not throb with the life and 
po«-or of the Holy Ghost. Dr. A. Maclaren remarked 
that, " If we take that scene beneath the olives as 
explaining to us the kind of prayer that finds accept- 
ance in God's ears, we shall not wonder tbat so much of 
what we call prayer seems to come bach on our own 
beads." Prayer, with our Savioiu-, was not amply 
knee-drill, as we sometimes express it, but rather it 
was to Him the real battlefield itself. Here He had 
often faced HLs trials and conflicts in advance ; and, 
by rightly estimating His trial and the power oi His 
foes beforehand. He was prepared for the day of 
battle. Praying after this manner, He was able to 
get the assurance of victory before the actual crisis 
canie. Because of this. His victory in Gethscmane 
was followed np wiLh a glorious victory on Mount 
Calvary. 

The same glorious truth regarding victories won 
throi^h the power of prevailing prayer has, in a 
measure, been realised on liifferent occasions in all 
ages. God, ill other words, has never left the Church 
without some soulswho were bicised with a remarkable 
power in prayer. But it may be well Joi us not to 
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overlook l:he fact thai He has generally made use 
of ojr Gethsemanes, which may mean our lossea Eind 
crosses, our sorrows and aufletings, and various trials, 
in order to draw ouL the spirit of agonising yet all- 
ptevailing praver. 

A well-known minister recently gave an account of 
a yoinig student in one of uui colleges. He was a 
lad of great promise, with many beautiful traits in his 
character. He married a bright young woman, but 
sorrow came to his home. He first lost a httie child, 
then Iris wife was taken ill, and Anally the man himself 
was taken ill witL consumption and had to leave for 
Afi-icii, He afterwards wrote to his friends saying, 
" The night is dark, so dark. It is to mo the hour 
and power of darkness ; it is ray Gcthsetnane. Dark- 
nias is round about His throne, but I have Iimnd God 
in (he thick darkness," Had there been no Gethsemane 
agony.and no dark Calvary's Weeding victim, wc should 
have had no salvaLion ajid therefore no Christianity. 
Sometime!, in order to t^teale a fervent spirit of jire- 
vaiiing prayer God may give to some genuine soul a 
true insight into the conditions nf a cliiirch, or, it 
may be, a nation, as lepresented in the valley of dry 
bones ; and cause His servanl, as He did the prophet 
Esekiel, to make a thorough investigation, to unearth 
the sins ol a backsliding people. 

■"■ Dr. Bacchus, President of the Hamilton College, 
was upon his death-bed. The doctor called to see him, 
and after examining him left the room without saying 
a word, but as he opened the door to go out was ob- 
served to speak to his servant, " What did the dnotur 
say to you ! " said Dr. Bacchus. " He said, sir, 
that you caonot live more than half an hoar." " Then 
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take me out of b«d and place me on my knees. Let me 
spend that time in calling upon Ciod for the salvation 
of the world." His request was granted, and thus bis 
last momenta were spent in praying to God for the 
salvation of poor lost sinnei-s. 
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CHAPTER X 

THE UPPER-ROOM PRAYER-MEETING OR 
TIIE PROMISE FULKILLED .\ND APPLIED 

" Tktac all couClcueil with ooe anxotd In prayer aadBU|ipllcfltlM, 
nltli tlia \¥uiuuu, ELiid M&Ey Ulq iiiutbtr ot Je£ii&, auiX nitb His 
tuethren."— Acts f. 14. 

" 'T~^HE Aposileii' commi'i'iion to pr<?^u;li," savs 
X Mr. Bounds, "was a blank till filled up by 
the Petileoost whit:h prayer brought," 

It would be impossible to enter fully into details 
with reference to the discLpfcs during the ten days' 
prayer meeting in the Upper Room. But we cannot 
(iloubt but that Ihtir mind? were filleil with the subject 
they liad heard so frequenlly ftom Uieir Master's 
li|is, jiaTnefy, the coming of "the Comforter. It is ooiy 
Da.tural to suppose that this would have the upper- 
most place in their minds, and therciorp in their 
fellowship and prayers. And the more thev prjiyed 
and oonversed with each other, the more abundantly 
the truth concerninj; the j^ift of the Holy Spirit would 
grow upon, thtsm, until thty would soon realise that, 
apart from all the other objects that might surest 
themselves, the personal indwelling of the Comforter 
alone madeitworili their while, a thousand timet over, 
to wyit for iU fulfilment. And we may rest assured 
that there was not a single statemeiit made by oui Lord 
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ill idiition to die blessiag that would follow tbe fuMl- 

ment of the Promi^, thtit they did not turn over again 
and again in theit minds and make mention of in 
their prayers. Especially would th™ liiink of the 
wurdi He uttered, namely, " He, the Spiiit, shall 
biing all things to your remembrance whatsoever 1 
have said imto you/' No greater indueenient than 
this could have been given them to wait for the gift 
of the Comforter. It is saii^ that when our Lord took 
His depaicure, that He left the world without a ^jigle 
lecord except that which was written upott tlie hearts 
of His disciples. But tJluy required someUiing stronger 
ttian their own metiiory to keep in mind tbe Saviour's 
words and rightly to understand them so as to be able 
to convey to others their true meaning. Douhfiess 
the impressions made upon their hearts and minds 
under our Lord's ministry were deep and lasting, and 
such as they could not very well shake tiff. This, 
however, was not sufficient. Quite likely they felt 
convinced that they would be called upon to bear 
witness of all that Jesus said and did, both to friends 
and foes, and also transmit them for the benefit of 
generations to eoijie : and this would be ntteily im- 
possible unless they received their full inheritance in 
Ihe gift of the Comforter. These and nimierous other 
thoughts concerning what they had heard from the 
Siiviour with reference to the grace and glory con- 
tained in "' the promise of tbe Father " would crowd 
in upon tJiem while they waited together, so that there 
would be no lack with regard to matter for prayer, 

Tlie happy company that had obeyed the call fo 
tarry in the Upper Room had already received the 
spirit ol adoption and discipEetlaip &o that the one 
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special object for which they waited was that they 
□light be endued with power from on High. Tliey 
required tfii5 above everythinf; elsR in order to bear 
witness of Christ and to publish the glad tidings of His 
salvation, and until they had obtained tin's power they 
were not to take a single step in that direction. 

The late Rev, W. Arfhur. in calling attention to the 
condition of the disciple? before I'enteco;t and their 
need of a season of waiting in the Upper Room, said, 
" Tbere we .see men whose commission ha.d tome from 
the lips of the Lord Jesus, whose training had been 
under His own eye, who had forsaken houses and lands 
and all I hat could bind to secular avocations, wtio arc 
ready to set f ortli upon the work of calling and warning 
a world that is lying in the arms of the wicked one. 
Andyet day after day the inhibition isupon them (hat 
they arc to tarry until thej- are endued with power from 
on High." As we look ujHin that spectacle— sinners 
dyins, lime rolling on, the Master looking down from 
His newly aiicended Throne on tlie world which He 
has redeemed, while His servants keep silent, there is 
in that silence that which booms tlu'ough all tlie 
(uturo, warning us that never, never, under the dis- 
pensation of tlie Spirit, are men to set out on the em- 
bassy of Christ, be fbeir credentials and qnahiicatioas 
what tliey may, until first they have been endued with 
power from on High. 

The desire of these disciples, realising as they did 
the great net-d of the Pentecostal Gift in order to meet 
their present and future responsibilities and to prepare 
theiti fur then- anticipated triumphs in the Master's 
service, must have carried them to the loftiest peak of 
spiritual expectition, " When suddenly there came 
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a sound from Heaven as of a rushing mighty wind and 
filled all the house where they were s-itting. And 
there appeared unto them etoven tongues like as of fire 
and sat upon each of them, Emd they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost and began to speak with other 
tongues as the Sjiirit gave them utterance." Hence 
while they aD were praying and beheving that it would 
fome, tliepower tell which Jesus promised should come 
down. 

" Nuieteen hundred years ago," said the w^- 
known Joseph Cook, of Boston, U.S.A., " one hundred 
and twenty obscire men and women of an obscure 
nation were met together in an Upper I^oom at 
JeriLsalera waiting for the enduement with power 
from on High, And in the might of that enduement 
they went forth and lifted the old worid off its binges 
and brought m the new world with all its glories." 

The prlntiiJal thing which enabled these early 
disciples to accomplish such mighty things was the 
fact that the enduement of the Holy Spiiit of Promise 
brought them into the experience of a better priest- 
hood. In the place of the Levitical Priesthood wliidi 
existed under the Old Covenant God raised up a royal 
priesthood of all behevcrs wherebv, through the in- 
dwelling and intercession of the Holy Spirit, the 
disciples wcie hftcd into the place of fel!o\^ship with 
their " Great High Priest " and were able to rule with 
Himinllieministryoi prayer and intercession — " made 
kings and priests utito our God," 

The late Dr. Monro Gibson wjs right when, speaking 
of this royal priesthood of all believers, he said : " Let 
the Church not only claim but eijercise its prerogative 
as a royal Priesthood : and how soon sbail the gates 
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ol brass be broken in pieces and the bars of iron be 
cut in sunder ; how soon wtrald the crooked places be 
made tttaight and the rough places plaivi ; and (he 
glory of the Lord revealed and all fle'.hseeif together." 

The mighty works which followed the mioistiy of 
the disciple; after Pentecost (as we shall discover in 
the following chapters) set (lie sell of God upon fhc 
great purpose (or whic^lj this unspeakable gift of the 
Holy Spirit was bestowed, and we are fully persuaded 
that no object of less importance than the coming of 
the Conntortec and the expectadoji of the grace and 
glory that wonld follow, could have held together one 
hundred and twenty people for ten days " all of one 
accord " (see Acts i. 4 and ii. i|. 

This being the case from start to finish, there was 
tiothing to prevent tlieir perfect agreement in prayer, 
or to obstrnct the one definite object they had in view, 
Tha.1 was to receive " the Promise of the Father." And 
we fsel justified in stating that 3 right cultivation of 
llie spirit of expectancy among true Chiistians is quite 
necessary at the present day. that is, when in prayer 
for the purpose of obtaining any definite experience 
or blessing in harmony with the Scripture. Tire late 
Dean Vanghan ol Llandaft remarked : " Has God no 
sign for His people ? Has worship no sign of ^icccpt- 
ance ? Is there nothijig corresponding to the Altar 
flame ? Yes, there is an inward peace flowing from 
divine communion, a flow of fEiith and comfort of 
love, a!id joy of hope by which the Spirit Himself 
beats witness." 

Andit is evident that the Apostles and early disciples 
had such witness borne to them. Hence flie Apostle 
Paul declares that " wc might know the things that 
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are freely given to us of God " (r Cor. ii. raj. How- 
ever, we must not lose bight of the fact that faith in 
Christ and His Word, apart from all outward signs 
and inward feelings, is tho one great safeguard against 
error. Our Lord said, " Except ye sec signs and 
wonders, ye will not believe." Theie is a danger in 
our day lest our prayers may iiave m them more ol 
the element of curiosity than ol true faith. If the 
Apobtles prayed for great and mighty things it was 
because they had a gicat and mighty faith in the 
Almighty God, Tliis being the case, together with tho 
fact that they were surK tliat they prayed on right 
lines, it mattered little to them i( liell itself dropped 
across their path. Tlicy hEid faith and courage enough 
to overcome it, or to pray tlicir way through it. The 
nature of their laith was such that it "would not 
shrink tiotigh pressed by every foe, nor tremble on 
the brinit of any eaithly woe," 

Another important matter which i:i very necessary 
for the obtaining of our full inheritance ui ihe gift ot 
the Comforter is that of meeting in feilowtlnp with 
Christians who ace lully agreed to wait upon God, 
with tlie one deonite object in view, namely, that of 
prayer for a special infilling and outpouring of the 
i^piiit of all Grace. Thousands of Chcislians have 
testified that whilst they have received mucli blessing 
111 other respects when alone with God, yet in the 
matter of prayer for the baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
they were more successful when in prayer and fellow- 
ship with others who were like-minded with themselves. 
No doubt that Chrysostom had proved the reality ot 
this when he remarked : " What we cmnot obtain by 
sohtary prayer we may by social. How so, because 
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where our individud strenglh fails, there union and 
concord are cffectnaL" There ara, we, admit, some 
exceptions to this — as in the case of the Apostle Paul, 
ajid also in later days, sudi as President Finney and 
D, L. Moody, and others we might mention, Yet we 
have to confeiis that the niajoritj of believers receive 
the baptism ol the Holy Spirit after the example of 
Ihc upjJtT-room meeting. We could iupply a sufli- 
cient numbpT oi cases to fill a volume ; to wit, that 
when Christians have met in prayer for the purpose of 
obtaining a persona! Pentecost, there have been results 
ol a similat nature to that which look place with the 
early disciples;, and such as have led believers to 
esdaim, "Truly this is Pentecost over agam." 

For the encouragement o( some earnest seekers 
after this experience the writer would call attenlion 
to one very gracious season of this kind which took 
placcduring one of his later visits to tlie United States. 
After a short mission in East Providence, he proceeded 
to Louisville, Ky. At the close of his first mission 
in that city, two of Oie -ministers came forward and 
asked him if he would address their ministers' meeting 
in the centre o! the city. The writer took this as the 
Lord's leading. He was conscious during the address 
that prayer was being answered, and that the message 
was being carried home. The result was that he was 
asked to prolong his visit. He therefore continued 
to give addresses for about tliree weeks eadi day except 
Saturdays, chiefly on the Person and Work and filling 
of the Holy Spirit. When partially through the series, 
some oi the ministers present suggested that It would 
be adiTsable, if possible, to atiange for a halt-night 
of prayer, so as to allow sid&cient time to wait upon 
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God for the Spirit's fulness. This was agreed upon. 
On the occasion the ministers came up in good force 
fiill of the spirit of expectation. As one after the 
other prayed, wc felt assured that God's Presence was 
in our midst. As the meetings procecdecl, the prayers 
became more intense, especially as the whole body of 
ministers poured out their souls to God on behalf ol 
the churches, the States, and the world. At this stage 
the writei' lelt that the time Iiad arrived to call atten- 
tbn to the tact that important as it was to pray for 
the outside world, if we HTire to have real success 
under the present circumstances, we must be definite 
in our petitions with regard to our personal experience. 
It would be unreasonable to expect God to fiE 
us and to make us channels oi bla=aing to others, 
unless we were first willing to have our own hearts 
purified. Realising that the giacious influeiLce of the 
meeting was such that the most heart-searching truths 
could be applied without giving the slightest oiience, 
the writer stated as plainly as possible that any sign 
oi carnality clieoshed in the heart would block their 
path totbcpcntecostaliiilness; that our o\ra judgment 
should be sufficient to convince us that we must be 
willing to be emptied of all that was evil or sinful 
before we could expect to receive the fulness of the 
peutecostal gift. At this point the writer was more 
than surprised to witness tiie instantaneous manner 
in wliicb the Holy Spirit wrought the conviction in their 
souls that putity of heart was a necessary condition 
to welcome the gift of the Comforter, In a moroeat 
they started to pray for forgiveness uf past failures 
in life and service, beseeching God witli cries and sobs 
for a complete deliverance Irom all sin, and contiimed 
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thus in earnest prayer and supplication until just after 
(he turn of midnight— when suddenly tbe Holy Sph-it 
fell upon the meeting in sudi an indescribable mmncr 
tliat, to a man, tlic ministers present rose and shouted 
as they embraced each other, " The Comforter has 
come I " " The Comforter has come I " " The Comforter 
has come I " 

Some who were old and grey-headed and had been 
in the ministry for upwards of fifty or sixty years 
appeared to be quite transfigured. Que of them 
eamn forward to the platform and embraced the writer, 
esdaimmg, " Brother, the Comforter has come 1 " 
The sight was sufficient to cause Heaven to rpjoice, a 
sight such as the writer is quite unable to describe. 
Of course, we all perfectly understood that the Com- 
forter had been received of the Father, and shed forth 
by Jesus Christ upon His waiting disciples about 
nineteen hundred years ago, but the mistate was that 
He had not been given a hearty welcome by them 
before, because of His not bemg fully recognised ; and 
possibly bceatise some had never rightly understood 
that it was their prii-ilcge to experience a perEonal 
Pentecost, which makes a world of difference in the 
matter of present-day Christiacily. The baptism of 
the Holy Ghost brinKS Pentecost up to date, and to 
the believing soul au" enlarged vision of the glorified 
Saviour. It was quite evident that this was the case 
with all those upon whom the Spirit came at our mid- 
night prayer-meeting; (or, like the early disciples, 
they all began to magnify the name of the Lord jesus. 
Moreover, the spiritual power and influence received 
on this occasion were followed by a special mcrease of 
divine unction iii their prayers. As was well said 
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by Dr. S. D. Gordon, " We are never really men of 
prayer in the best sense, uotil we are filled with the 
Holy Ghost." 

One of the most interestmg as well as eneouragmg 
features at the close of the above meeting was the fact 
that, no sooner had these ministers received the hdSl- 
ment of the Saviour's Promise than some of them 
confessed how sorry they were for having entertEuned 
unkind thoughts of their brethren in the mmistry who 
had taught the doctrine of sauctification or the Messing 
of " Perfect Love." 

In setting forth the conditions for receiving the gift 
of "Power from on High" the present Bishop of 
Liverpool says, " We must use the means by which 
tliis strength is appropriated— solitary prayer for the 
individual, united prayer for the Church, Who of 
us has not felt the weakness, the unreality, the 
cowardice that spring from the want of solitude with 
God ? And solitude has been the nurse of all the 
strongest spirits the Church has seen. In solitary 
prayer Our Lord Himself drew strength to meet every 
crisis of His life on earth. The wilderness, file moun- 
tain, the garden witnessed His lonely wtesUuigs with 
His Father, In this restless and busy age most of us 
hve too much in public. We spend our spiritual 
strength and forget to renew it. We multiply engage- 
ments and eurtajl onr prayers. By an error of judg- 
ment, or perhaps by the subtle force of iticlmation, 
which •xe mistake for necessity, we work when we 
ought to pray, because to an active mind work is far 
easier than prayer. And then God cannot bless. 
We lose in calmness, in depth, in sticngtii. We grow 
icehle and shallow, and distracted ; the work is done. 
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but superlidiilly, and will not stajid ; the ring has 
gone out of the measage, and the lip has lost its pnwer. 
The servant whom the Holy Spirit is to use must resist 
the tyranny of overwuik. He must resolve to be alone 
with God even il the hours spent with Him appear 
to rob his fellow-men of his service." The BisJiop 
also gives a trumpet call to the duty o[ united 
prayer, and tells us we need to wait upon God 
together lis did the first disciples, 

" If, fo-day, Uie.e went up to God a liie earnest 
and faithful cry for power— power for holiness, for 
service, iiud for suflering, and with it ... the 
needful condition ol submission to God's will ... a 
curn'nt of spilitual life would Tun through the parishes 
of OUT land, which would be lelt in its dfccts at the 
very ends of tlie earth." ' 

' BooUf t by Dishup ol Liverpool, enlLlkl Pans, f^m (in Hich 
publislitd by Daily Prayer ■Dniun Depot. Hist™. Canhndee. 
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CHAPTER XI 

APOSTOLIC PRA\T.R-LIFE IN FULL 
OrERATlON 

" And wtea ttey pcayed." — Acra iv^ 31. 

IK some of the former chapters we have considered 
the wonderful effects of prevailing prayer under 
the old Covenant, and how some were permitted by 
it fo enter into the Council Chamber of the iMost High ; 
and had fhc privilege to rule with God over nations 
and peoples. But iho power and wi^om to rule and 
govern nations and peoples, as in the case of 
Joseph, Moses, David, Daniel, may fall to the lot 
ol but few. Yet it is possible tliat the exceeding 
greatandpreciouspromidcs, givenin thcncwCovcnatil, 
ambiadng as they do the unspeakable fuln^s of our 
baptism into the spirit of grace and supplinltion, cany 
with them far greater possibilities in the prayer-life. 
Tliis 13 no otlier than our Saviour led His followers to 
expect. We repeat that He gave to the ministry of 
prayer the highest possible place in His service, as 
in John jQv. 12-15. 

These early disciples, having accepted their full 
inheritance in the Pentecostal grace, were soon able 
to prove that not one jot or': tittle of His word had 
failed tliem, with regard to the results which should 
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follow the fulfilment of the Holy Spirit of Promise 

obtained for them by His sufferings and death on fhe 
Croai. Wiiat can be more interesting ind inspiring 
than a careful study of Ibc glorioug victories won in 
answer to fhe faithiul. fervent prayers ol the Apostles 
and early Christians, as recorded in the Booli ot Acta ? 
Kor was it jiBt an oceasiojial triumph over some 
special dilhculliea which they had to face in any one 
direction, but rather it was a constant irresibtible 
marcli of victory in every direction, llieir prayers 
and their faith carried all before thsm. I'hey wore 
lilcc an army of irresistible wairiors. Notliing could 
stand before tiiem. 'ilie Church, says one, m resist- 
less for the purjmse of her great mission when armed 
with the power of prayer. The whole power of imperial 
Rome, Ihen mistress of fhe world, proved unable to 
resist the power and inJluence of their inieiitified 
prayers. 

A limg once led forth his steel-clad cavairy to place 
a despotic yoke upon the necli of a free people. Just 
before the battle, lie saw the ranks bending to the 
ground. " See," he cried, " they submit already." 
" Yes," said a wise counsclior and one who Isnew better, 
" Ihey submit, but it is to God and not to us," And 
in a few hours afterwards the king and his army were 
scattered. 

Let the Church, as she stands face to face with 
opposing forces, submit to God in prayer and every 
foe wid be vanquished. The success of our Saviour's 
eirly disciples was so reniatiiable that fidii^s of 
it spread abroad in every place. Their faith bad 
taken such a hold upon God and His promises that 
no foe was too strong, no difficulty too gceat, nothing 
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really appeared impossible to them. They prayed 
down conviction on every town, village, and place 
they entered , and heard the cries of the penitent for 
pardon and sai\-ation on the very spot. Thus they 
witnessed for themselves the power of the Gospel in 
changing hearts and lives of repentant sinners under 
their own ministry. 

In answer to their prayers the lame man was made 
to walk and to leap and to praise God. Multitudes 
of others were saved and healed of their maladies and 
out of weakness were made strung. Also many of 
those who were possessed of devils were deliveced- 
When they prayed and made supplication unto God 
the hearts of kings and rulers were made to tremble, 
and dead souls felt the spiritual vibration and were 
quickened into newness of life. In answer to their 
prayers, bolts and bEirs gave way and prison doors 
flew open, and captive souk, as well as bodies, were 
set at liberty. In answer to their prayers inaay of 
the corrupting systems, like that of Baal, tottered and 
fell. In answer tii their prayers, friends and foes, men 
and devils, were made to realise that God was on the 
lield and that victory was sure. So rapid was the 
spread of the Gospel under their ministry, plunged 
as it were into the Spirit ol grace and supphcation, 
that shortly after Pentecost populous cities were 
turned upside down, and soon the ancient beliefs of 
the Roman Empire were overthrown, and the very 
Throne of Ncto shaken'; and others who followed 
in their train prayed so intensely that hy its power 
and the ministry of the Word, they shook the known 
world and compelled the mister of legions to cast his 
crown at the feet of the world's Redeemer. 



124 THE GREATEST FORCE ON EARTH 

Speaking of the succqbs of tfie ApostoUc prayer-life, 
tlieBev. J, Sliirleysaya/'Tlie earthquakes were God's 
amens to the songs ai!<i prayers of His servants." 
Indeed, it is hs.rdly possible to read tlic Book of the 
Acts witlioijt recognising the fact, tliat greater wotlts 
were more fully accomplished liy their ministry o( 
pi-ayer ih;in by any ntlier. Therefore if the Lord 
withheld from these early disciples the temporal 
power to rirlc and govern nations. He gs.ve thein some- 
thing infinitely better .mii far greater ; and that was 
power whereby under God they were able to rule 
muilitudes of souls into His Kingdom. Moreover, 
in answer to tlicir prayers, God gave them power to 
role out the spirit of hypocrisy, and many olher foreign 
elements sudi us false doctrine and corrupt literature, 
and much evil that was of a soul-destroying nature. 

The numeroiis event? which took place in answer 
to the prayers of these early Christians, as recorded in 
(he Book of Acts, have caused tens of thousands to 
stir themselves up and to take a fresh hold upon Cod. 
Tliese despised and persecuted Galilean fishermen and 
others, the foremost of whom wiis M poor that be had 
not a coin to give the ianie beggar, were Heaven's 
Princes, and Joint rulers with their Lord in the great 
realm of spiritual intercession. It is true fhiit in the 
first pkee they had received the grace and fho power 
to rule their own spirit, and to have victory in their 
own souls, and because of this they were able to 
glorify God by influencing others to have fellowsliip 
with them in the same Heave u-iuling, God-controlling 
power. And we have not the slightest doubt but 
that our Lord intended that His Church should have 
continued on these lines until she had developed a 
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nation. Yes, a kingdornconasting of a royal Priesthood, 

to enjoy imbroken fellowship with Him in the ministry 
of prayer and intercession. Oh, for a miUion ol wholly 
devoted souls that would step out fearlessly before a 
godless world iind a lialf-hearted Church, and offer 
themselves as candidates for this glorious ministry ! 
But in approaching Him, let such remember the 
Master's words, namely. " The Kingdom of Heaven 
suffereth violence and the violent taketh it by force," 
And indeed this is one speaal feature in relation to 
the prayers and intercessions of the early Chfistians. 
Their prayer-life was not spasmodic or nutde in fits and 
starts, sometimes blowing hot and sometimes cold, 
but rather as we find them in the first prayer-meeting 
in the opening chapter of Acts, so tliey were 031 every 
occasion. When they prepared for Pentecost they 
continued in one accord in prayer and supplication. 
When they wrould select one to fill up the place of 
Judas, they prayed. When they received tlu-ee 
thousand into the Church at Jerusalem, they all 
continued steadfastly in prayer. When Peter and 
Jolin went up to the Temple, it was at the hour of 
prayer ; and following close upon tliis we lead that the 
whole company lifted up their voice to God with oue 
accord. 

From first to last the spirit of prayer seemed to grow 
upon them. They pia.yed in the Temple, they prayed 
in the prison, they prayed in the Palace, and they 
prayed in tho cottage. They prayed everywhere, 
hfting up holy hands without wrath and doubting. 
" We arc learning to read the Acts of the Apostles 
in a new way," was the eKpression used by onu of our 
minbters ; " not as past history only, but as a guide to 
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the ChurcheSj Eind individualii, under the power of the 

Spitil." It is evident^ however, that the Apostles 
considered prayer to be their thief employment. 
They gave themselves to prayer, and as a result they 
succeeded; and, God be praised, the same privileges 
and posaibiHlies in the prayer-hie are placed at our 
dispofcal, especially if, in reh.mcK on the Holy Spirit. 
\ve enter into it mth the same intensity of soul as 
did tlie early Christians, Bearing upon Ltds point, 
the Rev. Mark Guy Pcarse remarked; " Wc have 
seen iQ our day what has been called an attempt to gu 
back tu priinilive c^u^tonia in the Qiiin:li. We can do 
nothing better if only we go back far enough. I find 
no controversy about vestments, no going to law Hhoiit 
attitudes, no mystery of the Mass, but I find prayer 
constant everywhere. The primitive Chnroli \uas 
bom in a prayer-meeting, and in the pra^'er-meeting 
she renews her strengtfi. The prjiyer- meeting is the 
thermometer of the Qiurch. It tests what degree of 
warmth there is. The prayer-meeting is tlip ham- 
meter of tbe Church and points to showers of blessing 
or seasons of drought. The Churches' warming 
apparatus is the prayer-meeting room. The hght that 
is, comes thai way, A prjiviug Church L^ a mighty, 
prosperous, resistless Church, He helps the Church 
most who sets hiiusdl to make the prjiyer-meeting 
most largely a success." 

While it is evident that the Apostles never lost sight 
of the impoitaace of any Christian duties, but took tbeni 
up and carried them forwaj'd and put Ihem mto tul] 
operation, whether it was preaching, witnessinp;, 
giving, or any other duty; neither d^d they alfow 
any Christian doctrine to be overloolied ot neglected. 
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Yet nniiH ul these in Apostolic estimation was com- 
pared by way of necessity with that of prevailing 
priiyer. It is admitted tlial their most arousing words 
were uttered to impress upon tlie Churcli the reality 
aiid power o( efleclu.il ftrvenf prayer. Their one 
chief object was to keep the Church alive to this 
duty. 

In calling attention to genuine Chiistianity, or lire 
Church whose members know how to prevail with God 
in prayer, the late Bishop Ryle said: "Tliis is the 
Cliurch which does the work ol Christ upon earth. Its 
members mb a Uttle flock, feiv in number compared 
with the world, One or two here, two or three thetf . 
but these are they who shake the Universe. These 
are ihfy who change the fortunes of Idngdoms by 
their prayers. These are they who are attive workers 
for spreading the kuowledge of pure religion and 
undeliled. lliese arc the life-blood of a country, the 
shield and the defence, the stay and the siippfirf of any 
nation to which they belong." 

It is said tliat the natural world is full of mighty 
(orcei which are labouring for our weal. But the fact 
is, had we but sufEoieut faith to grasp it, forces are 
labouring (or our weal in the spdritual realm that are 
infinitely greater than tliose that exist ni the natural. 
So much greater are the privileges of those wlio 
are living this side of Pentecost, above those who lived 
oil the other side, that if we only knew the power and 
reality of prayer in tlie tloly Ghost, as we should do, 
we sliouJd soon discover that \re have placed at our 
disposal the key that will D])cn to us an inltcritance 
of spiritual force, " the exceeding greatness " of which, 
in answer to our piayci"s, may operate upon a galaxy 
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of worlds, and change Ihe atemal destiay of multitudes 
of immortsl suiils, 

Tlie question is bsing asted, How is it that tliese 
natural forces, which, are manifeststions of the power 
of God, so absolutelj' obey man ? Is it not because 
man has so dihgently studied and so absolutely obeyed 
tlie conditions under wlucb they work P Obey the 
law of force, and the fcrce will obey you ; so " God 
gives the lioiy Spirit to tliein wiio obey Him." It 
has been afliimed that all the resoucfes of God are 
treasured up in Jesus Christ. " For in HJiii dwelleth 
all tlie fulne?s of liie Godhead Exiddy." Obey liiiu 
and He will pour out such mighty energy through tlie 
Spirit that Tni;n ivill be airiiiied at the prodigality of 
it-s supply. This iaizt is made blessedly possible, 
especially since our Glorified LorJ received of the 
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, which was 
shell lorth by Him so ahuirdanlly. Consider also 
that the gift which He so freely bestowed has never 
yet hi^en exhaLi'ited, The sliiey ate stdl full ol Pente- 
coRts- The great need is for men who know how to pre- 
vail with God so as to bring down the peutecostaishowera 
upon the Church and the world. Here lies the secret 
of carrying forward the apostolic prayer-hfe in full 
operation,, as well as all the other ministries of the 
Gospel. 

During the last few years, multitudes have been 
over^vhebned with surprise at the mighty lorces tiiat 
have come into operation in the natural world, But 
it is possible God is only waiting for His people to 
render absolute obedience to the Laws of His Spiritual 
Kingdom, and He will then over,vhelin His Church 
witli astouishm^t by puttir^ into full operation all 
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His mighty forces on her behalf. But in bringing 
this to piis£ it is possible that He may take us hy 
surprise in the spiritual realm, as is often the case in 
the natural, thai is, by inanifestirig His power through 
some very huroWe agents. In other wurdb, it often 
comes to pojs that such as the good BLiliop Kyle 
designated, " the life blood of a country, its shield 
and defence," are to ho lound in the most humble 
walks of hte — yes! even amongst some of those who 
are the most poor, infirm, and bixhly afflicted. 

President C. G. Finney and D. L. Moody and many 
others have aolinowledgiil that, under God, f liey owed 
far mure than was possible to describe to the prayers 
ot some bedridden saints for their success in the 
Master's service. It is evident that in this miuistiy. 
as well as others, God often makes use of the weak 
things of the world to confound the things which are 
mighty. How surprised we sliall be if, in tlu' near 
future, we discover that some mothers and fathers in 
Israel are princes and rulers with God. They really, 
though now compelled (in some cases) to hva in the 
cellais and garrets of some of our city slums, arc 
doing far more to promote the cause of Christ and 
the salvation of heathen England by their agonising 
prayers than many who week after week fill long 
columns in our newspapers. 

" Our ideas of prayer," says a prayerful writer, 
" are coloured by our limitations. The Word of God 
views prayer in its unbounded possibilities, A man 
of eloquence may touch multitudes; the man of prayer 
touches God. Eloquence may pass away without 
permanent results. Prayer in the Spirit, prayer that 
lays a hand upon [lie Throne and knows how to con- 
9 
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centrate upon, a recognised need, sct^ in iiiolion 
spiiituai forces which will influence others far and 
near." 

" Player," says Ihc Rev. W. Huntington, " uncloses 
the bountiful hand of God— open^ tlie door of mercy — 
retsin!] ChTi-.t on thethtonuof thealTef.tions, and covers 
every rivaJ and usurper with shame and confusion 
of face. It is the believer's Royal Exchange, where 
Le may take his cares, burdens, snares, and troubles ; 
his venations, temptations, doubts, and feai",s; his 
misgivingH of heart, sono\vs of raiud, hardncBs of 
heyrt, and ingratitude— together with his faintneBs, 
unbelief, spiritual jealousy, and r<.'bel]ion ; yho all hi:i 
disorders — the leprosy of sin, the iwJl within, the 
plagpie of his heart ; or his languid hands, halting 
feet, or stiff neck. He may there take ail hi^ 
oppositions, persecutionK, {ahe charges, glanderous 
accii^tions, vile reproache&f and there get rid of and 
leave them all." 

It is also an encoiiiiigement to know tliiit the power 
of intensified prayer in the Holy Ghost is opened to 
all believers in every age who "ttill take time and 
thought for the practice of this diity. In the booklet 
we referred to, written by the Bishop of Liverpool, 
he calls attention to "that mighty spirit of the 
Middle Ages, Bernard of Cliiirvaux," and says, " thfut 
he found, on the days when he spent most time in 
prayev and in study of the Bible, hia letters were most 
rapidly written and persuasive ; hi^ active wovk the 
most quickly and sucoe&fifully accomplished, and his 
own schemes were widened or lost in the greater 
purposes of God ; anxiety allayed, and ths power of 
the Holy Ghost, to which he had opened his heart. 
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was felt in every word he spoke, and in his very presence 
and look." 

The question often asked us ia, " What is the best 
means to adopt in order to create 01 promote the spirit 
of earnest. Intensified prayer among God'a people ? " 
In the first place, we would say it is a matter of the 
highest importance, as well as a help in this direction, 
to study carefully the example of our I^rd Jesus 
Chiist as given in the Gospels. After the same manner, 
study the example of the Apostles as sot forth in 
the Book of Acts, and the Epistles. The result "^tIII 
be that prayer will soon be looked upon as the chief 
business in the service of Christ, and thereby many will 
be encouraged to olaim Ihcir full mheritance m the 
Spirit ol Grace and supphcation. 

What can bemoredistressing, when one is called upon 
to conduct a mission, than to be unable to find half a 
dofen, or even rwo, who know how to offer a word of 
prayer in public ? In some cases the condition of 
things is deplorable. On one occasion a minister 
!MiiJ, " 1 am indeed soiry to have to confess that T 
have not a single niemher in my church wlio knows 
how to offer up a word of prayer in the mission, 
without the Prayer Book." Then can we wonder 
at the dearth of conversions and the great decrease of 
membership when prayer-moctings are ruled out or 
put at a discount ? Some one has said that " a training 
home or college, to instruct the disciple of Christ how 
to ptay successfully, would do far more to promote 
tme piety and true worship and sound preaching than 
all the theological schools, important as they are in 
their^place," 



CHAPTER XII 
PRAYER AN"SWEKH;d BY A MIRACLE 



" Piayec waa niiile 



-LlJiouL ceaalnguf tlic Churcli pnro Cod." 

— ACT9 sdi, 5. 



OPPOSITION, pcrBfCiition, trial's, and afBictions 
in vanouB forms are often used of God to 
create a Epiiit of fervent eftcclual prayer. So, what- 
soever Gui may ace fit io ii&e, if if sliouid only have 
the effect of leading eui 5oiils into clraer union and 
fellow5liip with iriraself, and enable «s thereby to 
realise mote fully the power and efficacy of prayer, 
it ciinnot tint prove » blessing. No doubt it is 
diieQy for this purpose that Chriitians aic often called 
to sufler persecution from the enemies of the Cross of 
Jesijs Christ. It is plainly to bo seen how h. had Jts 
effect in the experience of the esjly Church. A 
moment's consideTation with reference to Peter's 
imprisonment will be sufQcient to lead us to conclude 
that circumstances could liarrtly have been worse or 
more trying to the fuLth of the apostles and early 
Christians. The voice of the enemy was heard OTt 
every hand. The poweis of earth and hell were fully 
combined in their efforts to tal^e Fetor's life and crusli 
to death the infant Church. Tbis being the case, what 
possible hope can this feeble band of discipks enter- 
tain concerning Peter's deliverance ? What can they 
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do in the face of a hostile host, witb the bloodthirsty 
Herod at their head to urge them on ? Had he not 
streidied forth his hand and caused James, their 
brotherin the Faith, to suffer a cruel death ? Besides, 
Hernd has already made Ills plans and has cast Peter 
into prison imd seiUed his doom, and has given out 
the sentence that to-rnoriow be must die. Therefore 
the Apostle is left a helpless prisoner. But there is a 
silent yet mighty force put into operation on Peter's 
behalf which neither Herod nor any of liis army of 
persecutors had counted upon. " Matiy," we are told, 
" were gathered together praymg " (Acts sii. 13). 

'Ibese lew words liie a mighty searchlight reveal 
to us the fact that this sniiill band of disciples had 
entered into the Throjte Room. In other words, they 
had cast themselves upon God and h^ld on at the 
Tliroue of Grace in agonising prayer until they liad 
obtained a power wliidi is infmitoly stronger than all 
the forces of earth and hell together. It is ivritfcn, 
" And when Herod would have brought Mm forth, the 
same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers. 
bound with two chains : and the keepers before the 
door kept the prison. And, behold, the angel of the 
Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison ; 
and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, 
saying, Rise up quickly. And his chains fell off Ms 
hands, . . . And he, Peter, went out and foUowed 
him. And when Peter was come to himself, he said. 
Now I know of a surety, that the Lord has sent His 
angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, 
and from the ef;pectation of the Jews " (see Acts sii. 
11-14). Thus was Peter set at glouous liberty, and 
was soon able to convey to Ms brethren his own 
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peiEonal losfimony of the wonderful deliverance God 
lad given to him in answer to their beheving prayers. 

This narrative is oflen "uwd to illustrate the state of 
a sinner, but we arc fully convinced tlat it has an 
important lesson for file Clnirdi. Ni> doubt Herod 
felt quite confident that if he could imprison Peter and 
Jiimes, who were leaders of the early Chucch, he would 
soon stop the progress of this little band of disciples- 
Ajid is not this a lesson for us at the present day ? 
The enemies of truth and righteousness have just the 
same spirit of hatred towards those who axe the 
foilowecs of Jesus Christ. Although their modes of 
attack and nietliodi of procedure may be very different 
from those of apostolic times, yet their t>bject is ever 
to cripple and overthrow if possible the faith of those 
who are the recognised leaders of the Church, and 
thereby hinder the progress of the Saviour's Kingdom, 

It is evident that the introduction of the world's 
theories into the Church in relation to Materialism, 
Rationalism, Darwinism, Scepticism, etc., has hemmed 
in a utunber of our Church leaders jnst as really as 
Peter and others were hemmed in by Herod and his 
material forces. Because of this, the Qiurcb in many 
respects has been shorn of her strength, and ticcome as 
saplt5S as the dry bones in Esekjel's vision. Not only 
so, but the false doctrines and infidel theories have 
broi^llt a kind of ipiritual stupor over multitudes 
which has rendered ihem as inseaable tu their danger 
as was Peter, when fast asleep, to the hostile forces 
that had bound him with chains. There is only one 
resource left, and that is prayer ; and, God be praised, 
this is a. 'jtire remedy when rightly applied, as in the 
case beiore us. Prayer waf, answered in the case of 
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the prophet for the comii^ of the Holy Spirit upon the 

valley of dry bones, whieh brought a new influx of lite 
and spiritual vigour to the people of God. In answer 
to prayer the Holy Spirit was given, wtiich brought a 
mighty avalanche of power to the Church at Pentecost, 
and made her as terrible as an -irmy with banners, so 
that the gates of heU could not prevail against her. 

So likewise prayer, as wc have already seen, in spite 
of difficulties and persecutions, was answered in the 
case of Peter. Think of the purpose of Herod to kUl— 
the feeling of pleasure it would give to the Jews— the 
chains to hold the pnsoner last— the bemg thrust into 
the inner prison— the strong Roman walls— llie iron 
gates and the guard of soldiers— what can one do with 
such multiplied safeguards ? HM a praye-r^iesling 1 

" But prayer wiis made without ceasing of the 
Church unto God for him." Nor are we confined to 
sacred history in older to prove the power of prevailing 
prayer. This will he seen in the case of Martin Luther 
and the Reformation, and in that of John Knos, who 
by his prayers shook ScoUand. A-! already mentioned, 
prayer gave birth to tho ministry of the early Ericnds 
(known as Qnakers), and the early Methodists, and 
the Salvation Array, and numerous missionary enter- 
prises and Clirislian endeavours. 

Some modem thinkers would have us beheve that 
prayer does not operate in the realm of the super- 
natural, or in the sphere of the jniiaculous. But God 
does not say so, neither do the Scriptures, and it is 
certain that facts, as in the case of the text, as well as 
Christian experience, arc fully on the side of God and 
the Bible, There are others who, without spiritual 
enlightenment, try to iavade the domain of the in- 
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visible and the infinite, but only lo fail fartber back 
into infidelity anJ maleiialism, and then tell us that 
tlicrc la iiutliing in the bmindlcsa universe except 
mailer and piiyacal force. But the pniver of inten?i- 
lied prayer has proved a force that has peneU-ated 
the innermost diarabers of ilic Most High ajid moved 
flie arm. of God, who, by His alniighfy power, hsB 
hfled the piiyers of the tighleous above Uie realm of 
intellectual doubt and diffieully, and in answer to 
their request has brojght a wave of spiiitual Weeing 
over the Churches, Oh I that God wonld raise up a 
body of men and women -lO'day who know how to 
enter " the secret place of thunder" (Ps. Ixxsi. 7), roll 
back the darkness of superstition and error, and set at 
liberty those who ate fast bound by infidel theories 
and endless forms and ceremonies, and give a new 
unpulse to the ministry of prayer and inteicession. 

"There is a, vje\*'less, clciatereil room^ 
Aft bieh. aa ]n?3ven, a*i feir as djy. 
Where, thoii^i my feef may join the Ihroiig, 
My foul cun entrr in aud pniy. 

One heiltliening even cauujt know 
When I bave ciojad [he IhrfShold <i'ti ; 
For He alnne wlio hears my prayer 
Has liearcl [he ahubtlng of ihe door." 

Tlie above narrative discloEfls lo us one other im- 
portant lesion, and that h the duty of th« Chui-ch to 
pray for her minislera. It is possible that many of 
our leaders and ministeis are just as ranch overwlielmcd 
and eiiished by numerous cares, such as pastoral 
burdens and financrai difficullies, and oilier matters 
reaatiug to the Church, as arc others by the jntrod action 
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of ialse doctrines, Tlie writer will not socoi lorget 
a very louchinK testimony given by a minister during 
a mission in the north ol England. Said he ; " For 
a long period I had been the subject of severe trials, 
connected more or less with the cliuich, so lljat i felt 
strongly tempted to give up the ministry alto|ether. 
During this experience, however', I had occasion one 
ailernoon to call at the church. While there, I heard 
voices in the veslry, whereupon as I opened the door 
I saw a band of devoted Christians met in prayer 
together on my behalf, Snch was tlie elfect upon me 
that I felt lifted completely above my diiiieulties into 
quite a new atraosplieie. And, God be praised, we 
have had spiritual prosperity ever since," We firmly 
believe that i( the Churches of to-day prayed intensely 
for their ministers as in the Apostolic age, they would 
effperlance a gloiioua march of spiritual triumph over 
all their foes. It is the opinion of some that the church 
in Acls xii, did not hilly wake up to the power and 
possibility oi prayer luitil after James was put to a 
cruel death, otherwise he too might have lieen saved. 
Be that as it may, ive are quite convinced that Peter's 
marvellous deliverance in answer to prayer has been 
an inspiration ^d source of eircom'apement to tens of 
thousands of God's believing people in all ages. 

Perhaps tliis lias dune more than anything else to 
encourage the followers of Jesus Christ to look upon 
tlieir lroi]ble.s, trials, and persecutions as affording 
a great opportunity to prove God's failhfnlness in 
the time oi deep need ; and to bring ont the best 
that is in them. After this manner tlie powm- of 
prevaihng prayer has been kept alive more or less 
among all true Christians in all ages, and in almost 
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evety part of tlje world. In Ihe year T7<)8, when 
Ireland wSb iji a slate of reb^fllion againbt England, 
some diE^^ontcnted spirits in County Wexford tLoaght 
thai was a favouiabie opportunity to take thciT 
revenge upon a small settlement of Moravians dwellicg 
in the district. Tli«y liad long threatened tu make an 
end of them. \\'hen would they get a better chance ? 
nie Moravians expected some such attack, and resolved 
to trust in God and not in their own strength and 
weapons- They gathered in their chapel, and with 
earnest prayer besought Ihe Lord to be their shield 
in the time of danger. The attat.king party drew 
near ; they expected to meet with great opposition, 
so they prepared for butchery and Ihe wildest excesses, 
bnf instead of tills they beheld those whom tliey had 
intended to slay on their knees before God. Tlicy 
heard their earnest prayers for protection and, stranger 
still, forgiveneKi Eind pitrdon for their in lending 
murderers. When their songs of praise rang ont in 
the stlU air, tliere was not one in all that furious band 
who would raise a hand against them. They stayed 
all that day in tlie gcttlenient. They, with one accord, 
departed without having injured a single individual, 
or having stderi a single atlicle. Thus did God answer 
prayer and protect them. And we are fully con- 
vinced tlial the great need, not only of Ireland, but of 
many other counfriea, in their present stale of mirest 
and discontent is a few spiritual princes who hnow how 
to prevailiittheministryof prayer and intercession. 

Our we^J or woe as a people or nation, as did Iheirs, 
depends entirely upon our reliance upon the Almighty, 
and if we fail to rely upon Him and His truth and 
righteousness, aE our talk about diplomacy, ingenuity. 
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and military efficiency, or our improved plans, etc., 
whether reUgious or otherwise, will not prevail ; but 
like the Israehtes of old, we shall be brought under. 
The most religious nations and tnuntries of the world, 
if they have restrained prayer and oea.M!d to have 
vital union with God, will soon become formal and 
cirnal, covetous and envious of each other, until, as 
in many cases, they are cojistmied one of another. 
" From whence come wars and fightings amoi^ you," 
saith the Apostle (Jas. iv. i|. All such wars as are 
the outcome of bitter envy and strife ate nothing else 
than hell let loose. Bui if, by the power of prevailing 
prayer, we are iible to shut up siidi a hell, if but 
for a week, we shall have accompHshed something 
that will far more than compensate for all our agonis- 
ing petitions at the Tiirouo of Heavenly Grace, 

Undoubtedly prayer is the mightiest weapon and an 
ahniglily force in itself. It gives life and force to all, 
and Che Lord God Omnipotent will make all things 
possible in the prayer-life of those who liuly believe. 
The following is a remarkable example of Use liberating 
pnwer of fervent effeclual prayer. Mr. Foster, a godly 
gentleman of Charlestown, was with his son taken by 
the Turks, and the barbarous prince in whose dominion 
he had become a slave was resolved that in his lifetime 
no captive should be releiised. When the friends of 
Mr. Foster heard the sad news, they concluded tlial 
all hope was gone. Upon this a Mr, Elliott, who had 
remarkable power with God in prayer, addressed the 
tlirone of Grace, in the pr^ence of a large congregation, 
in very plain language. " Heave iily Father," said 
he, " work for the redemption of Thy poor servant 
Foster, and if the prince who detains him will not, as 
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they say, reles^ him is long as he himself liven, Lord, 
we pray Thee remove (he crael prince and glorify 
Tliyneif upon him." In answer to this singuliir prayer, 
Mr. Foster quickly returned from his ciptiiity and 
brought an account that the prince who hail detained 
him hiid come to an untimely death, through which 
he had been set af liberty. 

On the eve of a battle more than two centuries ago 
a thoroughly devoted loinisLer, the Rev. John Flavell, 
was full of anjiiety in view of the danger that threatened 
many of the seamen v/]io belonged to Ms parish. 
They were about to engage in a fearful battle with the 
French, and be exposed to the perils of the fight. 
With a yearning heart he called his people together 
and appointed a day for fasting and piayor thai the 
Lord ^vould cover their headi in the day of battle. And 
it is said that the good man wrestled in prEiyer as in 
agony, and -.a a prince ho had power with (Jod and 
prevailed. Not a single sailor from Dartmouth wa;, 
lost, though many of them wej-e in the hottest pari of 
the fight. 

On different ocrasions Satan has tried to overwhehn 
some of Cod's children by waves of domestic trouble 
and afitiction, as in the case of Jot, or discourage them 
by various provocations and disappointments. Olhora 
Ifi has fried to dishearten by the treacheiy of some 
supposed friend. Should he fail by any of thCKe 
means, it is possible that he will attack the soul by 
some sudden or secret temptation which may take the 
form of some sinful pleasure ; perhaps by a special 
temptation to unbehef. But whatever may be the 
form of attack we receive from the subtle foe, the 
object is always to prevent us from becoming successful 



FRA"5:"ER ANSWERED BY A MIRACLE 141 

in the ministry of prayer and intercession. But under 

circumstances like these, believing souls are led to cry 
miglilily to God. And their petitions, when offeted 
up through faith in the atoning merits of Chiist, have 
olten obtained immeiiiate dehverance. And the Lord 
who linows how to deliver the godly out of temptation 
knows also how to control it so as to foster the ^pirit 
of prevailing prayer and thereby leave the soul the 
better and the stronger for the experience. 

It is not, however, God's inlsntion that we should 
depend upon persecutions and afflictions or various 
trials and temptations in order to foster the spirit of 
prevailing prayer. But il as individuals or as a 
Church we allow ourselves lo become earekss, or cold, 
or lialf-hearted in our prayers, or degenerate into a 
lifeless formality, then it is ]Xffisible God may consider 
the above means indispensable in order 10 arouse us 
from the state o£ lethargy into the spirit of efiectual 
fervent prayer. 
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CHAPTER XIII 



■' ONE OF YOU ' 



" Ep^pbrof, wTin Efl one nr you, b Bcruanl; aP Chriat, salulelh you, 
alvrnys labaminf fervently Itti: you in prayccs, Ihat yc may Btaiiil 
perfect and complete in all the mil oECod." — Col. jv. 12. 

SAID the late Dr. Parker : " I do not know that 
Eli.iphrjls was an eloquent preacher, but lie was 
mighty in intercession. He threw his arms round his 
native Church, and toiled in prayer for ihem nntil his 
brow was bedewed as with agony, and Hs whole face 
lighted up with saintly expectation that he might see 
tl!e descending blessing." 

VWiat a mighty, irresistible force the Church of God 
woitld become in the world if she had within her tanks 
a ho&t oi spiritual intercessors like Epaphraa ; and, 
like him, knew Imw to labour always fervently in 
prayer. The Church would then learn to regard tliis 
ministry as the indispensable thing, and the one thing 
above all others that cm prevail with God (or blessing, 
to bifild up saints and secure power in the Holy Ghost, 
which enables beUevers to beai' witness of Jesus Oirist 
to a godless world (Acis i. S), 

Intensified prayer through fjifh in Jeiiis Christ has 
done more f revivify the Church after years of spiiitual 
declension tlian any other force on earth. In answer 
to the intensified praycis of Martin Luther, God raised 



up a statidard of truth against the flood of error, and 
restored to the Church the doctrine of justification by 
failh, which had so long been buried beneath the 
corruption of superstition atid ptiestcrafl. 

Ill answer to the intensified prayei^ of Wesley and 
his devoted followers, the Lord restored to the Church 
the power of ApostoKc Christianity, and enabled her 
inciribers to testify onee more to the Sprit's witness 
of an mward eiipciiencc of both justification and 
sanclification which is liy f.iiih in Jesus Christ (Rom. 
V. I ; Acts ssvi. iS), The doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion, which through loss of spiritual unction had become 
but httle more than mere theory with many, soon 
became a glorious reality in the e:ipeiience of multi- 
tudes, the tidings of whidi rang out to the ends of the 
eaitti ; and this at a time when, as we have been re- 
minded by tlie historian, religion was at the very 
lowest ebb. Most of the great dissenting bodies, during 
the early part of the seventeenth century, denlined in 
numbers as in energy. One shrewd observer branded 
the EngUsh of that diiy as " the most lifeless in 
Enro]>e." Tlie gieater part of the prominent states- 
men of that time were untielieveis in any form of 
Christianity, and distinguislied for the grossness and 
ininiotality of their lives. Yet under circumstances 
lite these there buist forth a religious revival, which 
in 1 few years changed the whole temper of Eiighsh 
society, and restoieil spiritual life and activity to the 
Church. 

It was in answer to the intensified prayers of a 
consecrated few in '58 and '59 of last century that 
the Laid poured out His Spirit and shook a great part 
of the continent of America, and arrested its, racial 
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and 3pirituaJ depra^tion, at tvhich timt the whole 
country was on the very verge o£ a voicanic: eruption 
of vice and polii.if,U (lisBster. Ycl, lioH-cver, the 

Spirit of grace and supplication wrougM so abundantly 
in the souls of a few genuine believers fliEit very 
soon most of the preacliing services were turned into 
prayer-meetings; aiid, under GtHl, there was put 
into optralion a ctiain of prayer reaching over two 
thousand miles in length, resulting in the greatest 
revival known since the days of the Apostles, So 
great wa^ its puwer and influence that the inspiration 
iii it ilaiihed across the Atlantic Ocean into the very 
h.eart of Ireland, and found a lodgment in the souis 
of a lew devoted Christians, who received the tidiivgs 
in the joy ol the Holy Ghost ; and fully believed that, 
what God was doing in answer to prayer in America, 
He could do for them. And very soon, in answer to 
their agonising prayers, the Lord poi4icd out His Spirit 
and shook the north nf Ireland, and Lnauguralcd a 
blessed revival which did more to restore peace and 
contentment and pi'oiuote the cau^ of peace and 
righteousness in that country than all the combined 
military forces. 

We are persuaded that more depends upon the 
manner and spirit in which we receivG the tidings of 
a revival than vl-c have ever dreamed. It is possible 
that failure, through lack of sympaOiy on the part of 
many of our Churches with, tlie late Welsh revival, 
auppllRS a reo-son for the spirit of declme which followed, 
as well as the departure from the faith which has taken 
place in our country dnring the pa.st few years. It 
may also esplain to some extent the reason why the 
revival in Wales, blessed and wonderful as it was, did 
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not accomplish all that we hoped it ^vould, or possibly 

all that God had intended it should. May fhe Lord 
increase our love and appreciation foi signs of spiritual 
awakening so that we may be always ready to hail a 
revival. 

It is likewise true tbat intensified prayer gives 
spiritual vitality to preadiiiig — aihiiitting that pleach- 
ing was a great feature in the revival which took place 
in the days "f Wesley and WJiitefteld, Yet uo one 
can deny that it was tlieir intense praying which gave 
them such remarkable power and unction in theic 
preacliing. Tlvey were mighty in preaching because 
they were miglity in prayer. Beariiig upon this 
point, a writer to The Way of Holiness ^ays : 

" Pentecost was the outpouring of the Holy Spiiit in 
answer to prayer, and not the result of preaching- The 
sermon of Peter followed tlie descent of the Spirit, and 
was merE^ly an explanation of the spiiitual manifesta- 
□ou as seen by the convinced multitudes who stood 
IreinbliTkg with fear." 

Tltoi'e ii reason to believe that the same kind of 
tarrying in the ' upper room ' wotild bring hke results 
as at the beginning, for God lia;^ not rjfangcd. It is 
evident tliat many would rather preach than pray. 
This, no doubt, accounts for much of the dry, unction- 
less preaching we are sometimes forced to hsteo to even 
in holiness meetings. The man who prays is the man 
who movef! God and brings down the penlecostal 
power. 

It iii evident that the secret of Peter's great success 
on the Day of Pentecost, nest to the bestowal of the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, was the fact that he was sur- 
rounded with an atmosphere of prayer. Tiie same 
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thing is true all throuf^ the liistory of tlie Churcli. 
The pteachets, whom God has honourcci the most in 

the roiniitry ol reroiiciUiition, ai-e rnsin wlio have betin 
the most mighty in the rainiBtry of prayer and iEter- 
cessioij — men who have prayed intensely, often with 
unutterable groaniTigs. Again, the power oi intensi- 
fied prayer gives vitality to iiidlvidifal soul-winning, 
A great many of God's people have never been called 
til preach from pulpits, bot very few, if any, who ave 
traly converted, can maite the eKcusc and say that 
they liave not felt the call in sorac way or Euiother to 
pray fiir the conversion ol individual souls, and for 
wisdom to lead them to saving knowledge of the truth, 
Atid perhaps one of the most important things in 
relation to [his duly is an enlarged conception of the 
value of a single soul. With reference to tins, a weli- 
known preacher calls attention to a verse of one of the 
greatest Chriitian hymns, namely : 

" Were (he ivhole realm o£ ualuce mine. 
That were a present far teo snialL, 
Love so amaziiig, so divine, 
□ CbnaniT^ my soal , . ," 

That is to say, my soul is a greater and bigger thing 
than the whole realm of nature. Do you beheve it ? 
1 agree that it is the most romantic of aii hehcfs. It 
affirms that the soni of every forced labourer on the 
Amazon is of more value than all liie miacs of 
Johannesburg, aH the diamonds of Kimbcrley, all 
the millions of all the magnates in Ameiica- It 
affirms tliat in God's sight all the stars that peopk: in- 
fintte space are together of inferior worth to one human 
spirit, dweUiug it may be, in the degraded body of 
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some victim of drinli or Inst, or some menibei- of the 
gutter population of a great city, who has descended 
to his doom by means of the multiplied tomptations 
with which our society environs him. It is s. romantic 
creed, but, if it is not true, Cluistianity is fai'se. 

lipaplivaSj who is " one of you," whidi may imply 
that he was not only one of thair Churdi or class, of 
their kith or kin, hut a man of like passions, one of the 
same original stock. And though it is evident that 
at this time he stood high in the ranks of Apostolic 
Christianity, yel it was not because of anj'tlnng in 
iiimself, apart from the Grace of God, tliat madchim to 
difler from the others about him. Therefore, with a 
slight alteration, the words, "one of you," may be 
successfully applied so as to inspue others with tlie 
thought that what God has done for one, He is able and 
wining to do for others. Especially will lie undertake 
to do great and migiity things in answer to fervent 
believing prayer, We may meet a company of pro- 
digals steeped in sin and become habitual blasphemers, 
and say to siich. " John Bunyan wa; ' one of yon,' bit 
he sought and obtained mercy, and in answer to be- 
lieving prayer God gave him the ihihfy to write tho 
Pilgrim's Progress, one of the best known books in 
the world nest to the Bible." 

We may visit a camp o[ gipsies and tell how 
Cornelius Smith, who was one of tlie three converted 
gipsy brotheis, and father of the present Rodney 
Smith, the successful evangelist, sought and obtained 
meroy through our Lord Jesus Christ ; and that God. 
in answer to their united prayers, so ohangfd the out- 
look of the gipsy world that their regeneration is no 
longer looked upon as a tliing impossible. Indeed, 
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prayer so wonderfully changes the condition of things 
that we may hiive tlie ooiirage lo approach a g3.ng of 
thieves and say to them, " h'ed Wright, who was ' one 
ol you,' sought and obtained nierc^y through faith in 
Jesus Girist. acd became a succc^sfiU evangelist, 
and was used of dod in tummg a miiltEtude from 
darkness into hght and from sin to righteouBHess." 
Or we may visit a company of bootmenders. and say, 
" William Carey, vi-as ' one of yoii,' and he aoi^ht and 
obtained mercy, and after receiving the knowledge of 
the truth as it is in Jesus, joined the ranks of inter- 
ct^wrs, .and soon developed such remarkable gifts 
that by his prcacliiiig and writing abilities he set in 
motion a work in Tridiu which, under God. "ivill continue 
lo grow and multiply to the end of time." We may 
visit some ol our business houses ol! the same craft, and 
say to the silesmen behind the counter, " D. L. 
Moody was ' one of you,' and he sought and obtained 
mercy through our Lord Je.suR Qtrist, and sood became 
a flaming evangelist ; and God, in answer to his, and 
the prayers of thousands of others, used liim in brmg- 
ing upwards of a million souls to the ieat of Christ." 

We may pay a visit to one of our Scotch factories, 
and say to the yonng female workers at their looms, 
" Mary Siessor was ' one of you,' and she accepted 
Jesus and joined the rajilcs of intercessors, and became 
a mighty missionary in heathen Africa ; and by her 
consecrated life thousands ol sin-stained Africans 
were brought to the Saviour." In like manner we may 
pay a visit to our eoElegea and training hemes and 
mission halls, and discover that among them aie many 
truly devoted students ol ilie Word, and say to such, 
" Epaphras was ' one of you/ and be gave himself 
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continuiilly to prayer and to the 3tudy of the Word " 
(though possibly at that time. In the eyes of many of 
111! brethren in the Church at Colossc, he was only 
looked upon as an ordinary disciple m one like them- 
selves, able to pass muster on the roll of membership). 
Yet because of his intensified piayers and intercessions 
in God's sight, Ejiiipbras may have ooimted lor a 
thousand, yea, a million, of some ordmary Christians. 

The BurdiSK of his Agonising Prayers. — According 
to the statement of tlie Apostle, the sole burden of the 
prayers of Epaphras and the pTirpo^e for which he 
laboured and agonised so intensely was for the blessing 
of their entire saiietiliciitioii. Hence Paul speaks ol 
him as one who was " always labouring feivently 
that they," the members of the Church at Colusse, 
" may stand perfect and complete in all the will ol 
God." 

Wemaygather from the above prayer that Christians 
who are wholly abandoned to God and lilled with the 
Spirit of grace and supplication will liave a longing 
desire for the conversion of sinners, such as no doubt 
was the case of Epaphras, especially at an earlier stage 
of the Chureh at Coloss/:. We may take it for granted 
that he had prayed just as earnestly that they might be 
roofed and grounded in the first principles ol religion 
and tliat they might have the witness of tlia Spirit 
to their acceptance with God, through faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Yet if the prayer of Epaphras 
in this ease means anything, it means that our re- 
sponsibihty is not ended when sinners are converted 
and bom again, but rather we must pray more in- 
tensely, as did Epaphras, that thoFe who have already 
accepted Christ " may stand perfect and complete 
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in all the will of Gud," and continue to pray until 
they get the assurance of it, 

Jonathan Edwai'ds, who lived a, hfc of trrio Christian 
devotion., 30 laboured in prayer that it is ss.id that he 
wote the hard wooden boards into grooves M/here hi^ 
knees pressed so often and so long. After a special 
Beis'^n of communion, he exclaimed, " 'I'he heaven I 
desire is a heaven of holiness I " And it is a comfort 
to know that such a heaven may have its commence- 
ment on earth. This is what our Lord meant when He 
taugJit us to pray, " Thy wHl he done on earth as it is 
in Heaven," This, no donbt, is what led the Scotsman 
to say, when asked if he had a desire to go to Heaven, 
" Why, man, I live there ! " Tt is a very mean idea 
that some bold, namely, that if they have enough of 
religion to take them just inside the gates of Heaven 
tTiey will be satisfied. Rowland Hill remarked on one 
occasion with rclercncc to the above clas^ that il it 
fell to his lot to cai"ry such to Heaven he would shp 
them down jtist inside the door and slink away, 
ashamed of his joh. 

It is evident that so long as we give place to the 
carnal mind which we arc tnid is at enmity with God, 
so long shall I we have that ■nitbin lis that ^ill bate 
God and Tcsi?l the Holy Spirit, and wiD stianglo our 
very desires after hotincEs, Therefore, in order to be 
always able to labofir fervently in our prayers, like 
Epaphras, that those who are already believers may 
stand perfect and complete in all the will of God, we 
ourselves must not allow anything carnal or selfish to 
come in to hinder the intensrly of onr piayei^. Had 
the beloved Apostle John cherished anylhinj^ withm 
his breast that was douhtfal, he could never have 
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been able to testify, " Whatsoever we askj we receive 

of Him, l>ecauBe we keep His commandments, and do 
those things whii:h are pleasmg in His Bight " (r John 
iii, 2T-22), No man can really pray above the level 
of Ids own experience. It is therefore certain that 
Epaphras enjoyed the blessedness of harmony with 
all the pei'fecl will of God. As a result, his prayers 
readiod a pohit of holy intensity. No sonl that dings 
to carnality ot to the mind of the licsh can ever cspect 
to enter the Tlirone-i-oom of divine intercession and 
pray etfeetually on hehalf of otfjers. Such souls will 
be bound and fettered by carnal limitations. 

We may rest assured that Epaphras fully recognised 
that nojft to conversion or the new birth, it was a 
matter of the highest importance that the members 
of the Church at Colossa should be wholly sanctified. 
Nothhig iesB than a desire that they might enjoy tliis 
experience would have caused him always to labour 
fervently in prayer that (hey might stand perfect and 
complete in all the will of God ; and we may be 
certain tliat nnle^ii our experience of holiness measures 
up to that of the prayer of Epaphras, it will not reach 
the standard of Apostolic Christianity ; and if through 
disobedience we fail in this, there will be a lack of 
spiritual force and holy intensity in our piayeis which 
means that there will be a loss of power and influen<:e 
in our pra5'ers and interce^oos on behalf ol otheis. 

The agonising prayers of the iate Reginald Eadcliff 
often sent a thrill of holy joy through the souls of a 
Christian assembly, and airested the spirit of carnal 
criticism among some religions professors by bringing 
down upon them an avalanche of spiritual power. 
And OD some occa^ons, when the temperature of a 
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religious meeting was far beloiv zertj, it wus lifted under 
the influence: uf his prayers info an Eitmo5phere of 
heavenly love, the spiiit of whirfi spreicl liltc lire 
among dry stubble, with a holy fervency that has 
conatimed all tlia leaven u( hypocrisy and leligjoua 
formality, and led to a, geniiioe revivd of primitive 
Christianity. 

Time fails us to speak of such men as Praying Joliiiny 
Smith, Stoner, Sammy HicJ^s, Joseph Spoor, George 
Miiller. founder of the Children's Orphan Homes, 
Bristol ; Hudson Taylor, founder of the Ciiina Inland 
Mission ; Kev. C. H. Spiirgeon, or General Booth, 
founder of the Salvation Army — all of whom were 
raised up fcom ordinary stations of Ufe, yet of whom 
it may be said, through t}iP prayer of faith subdued 
kingdoms, wroiigbt riglileousnes?, changed the d^tiny 
nf nations and became miRhfy thtougb Him in the 
pulling down of srronghnlds. All through the history 
of tlic Qiurch, God has been filling up His ranks of 
intercessors, not so mucli from the great and mighty 
of the earth as from among the poor and drspised 
followers of Christ. And wc may expect that in the 
future He b going to form His esceeiling great and 
mighty army of intercessors not from among those 
who consider themselves wise and prudent, bill from 
among those who know how to worship Him in spirit 
and ill li-uth, and who know how to pray in the Holy 
Ghost , and because sijoh know how to prevail with 
Him in the power of iotejisified prayer, they Imow 
how to lake His kingdom by spiritual fOTce. There- 
fore, it does not matter whether such souls arc to he 
found ill the ranks of the Salvation Army or any other 
branch of His service. UTiey are the souls God is on 
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the look out for. Kone olse need apply, for only such 
as have taken the trouble, hke Epaphras, to leain the 
secret of prayer, will God take mto rulership with 
Himself in the minisliy of prayer and intercession. 

And surely there was never a groalei- need than at 
the present time for men and women of God to plead 
earnestly thai once again the Churtli of God may prove 
tliat prayer is the great force wliich is to Itvc and 
triumph in the experience of men, and tie power by 
which tbe Church on earth shall have victory over 
all her ioes, until Qirist shall subdue all lliiugs unto 
Himself. 
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God, . , . and m a lane at once so earneet, and 5Q hind, and m 
reaaonablE, malsing eveiy allowance in the ciglii place (or fiihev 
pojnis of vjciv, iliai I believe yuur booh iitted under God I" be 
widely iisehil." 

Pffper Covert. Ifl, net. Clarb. 2ai mt. 



PENTECOSTAL BAPTISM: 

Is It Regeneration? 

liishop BAic^i. s«5: "1 hi.^ boe= much stmck ^ .h= 

,h;„i^ .ha, tfffer, =.d ,he .lea^e.. wto wK.cl, h. das...be. .h= 
cfllcea lit the DivinJ Peisoiis." 

Or F A. TORBnv saysi " 1 d= nol iKmli Tlieie .> a^y pcssiiil; 
„„m to do„h, 4-1 y™. =1= rt'M i" >^»' l'°^l'. 'P"^""-' 
Rap,i=iiV ii l>l.mg .BE arouD.1 tt,., r.tr6^=,.lio,. .. ™b *,nB, .nd 
Ihil lie tepL'tn -fll'= Spmt i, somf^Uimg tound from il Bid 
additional tt, 1,. 0( cnursn As l-o ■""? "'■6 P'»" " '"= ^™' 
raonieni, but :hi'^ yoii sUlf « T"Uf 'J'"'''" 

PBper Covers, la. Bd. -«. Cloth. 2*. Sd. Del. 



NEW AND REVlSliD EDinON OF 

THE COVENANT PROMISE 
OF THE FATHER: 

or, Th= Induement -ilh P^wer from an High. 

„ „.!.= eM *= NarL o( tte Cln^..lia» ™- ^ 't=L. ,. -- ^ d.L 
page in it-" 

Rev. ). W, DOUGHKF.it 5-yi : " 1 value .1 Jb^v.^ evH^.K^e "> 
my libiary ncit lu Uie Bible." 

Clofh, IB. «d- ""■ 




BY THE SAME AUTHOR 



REVIVALS: How Promoted. 

t^Si».l lulh, Thr iMok ,i a lruinpel.c,-,[: Ic a«ve for ChHst " 

Lifisf Faith 531^: "Ir is by ju« sucb literalur! as lh[i Ihal the 
longms for a reviwil is spread ani nourished •■ 

Mr.ABH!TItOMG,Mo,hodi„pi^.,he,,ssy5: "1 r«fc<,„ ., „n= 

=f.h= best have re,d „„ ihe ^bjet.. I Suv, witnESBed mo« ,o 

f?^": ° ""=° ■ ^^" "='* il thnn ever 1 (lid before. Irt 

" ™:™ f'™'"' "■"' "iieii: 10 5=1 ihe Chuirhfs on fire. 1 fs^l 

s^™ .r Chiistinos ifoiild o„lj- read ii, a greji revival ».m,ld folio,,' 

Papir Corsrs, Is. BA net. Claih. Js. Gd, «c(. 



APOSTOLIC CHRISTIANITY: 

HOW IT TURNED THE WORLD UPSIDE DOWN. 

Dr^^wn^^^ "T"-": ^■'\' '"''''■ "' ■"" el'A to rec^raond 
r^ , ™ -^P™^"!"-- Chr,-s,i«,lty ,0 eJI „ho ar= ,„ki„E 

Ctuahel" "''''"' '""■ "°'"'''™ "' '"'"'"■•' "'■^ '" "^ 

ate th..ead=r back lo lh= time nf Ihe ApKties, and give bii a 
v,=w =f the rel,s,oi, of hi. Lord as .hey held it, Ths b»t o^M 
B haw a ,v,de readme -ind be ,he means of doit.j |,neal good.- 
Paper. Is. 6(1. ne(. Clolh, 28. Gd. ael. 



MINISTRYof DIVINE HELPFULNESS 

ln„h ».h.=h the Spiri! .f God ,s at piemen, p,e,Lg "^ 

■Itent,™ of n,ai,y Chr„tlans, and 1 look for blessed results^ 
Price 1b. ner. 



